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Secretary's Ofhce, Providencej 
NoYember 14^ 1859. j 

To tJw Hmioraile General Assemh^ : I 

GentlejweNj In accordance with the requirements of the 
chapter of the Revised Statutes^ which lirovides for a registra- 
tion of births^ marriages, and deaths^ the annual report oo this 
subjectj for the year 1858, has been prepared and printed. The 
Rhode Island Medical Society has annually appointed a com- 
mittee to assist in carrying out the detail of this law^ as con- 
templated by the statute. The immediate care of preparing 
the annual report was coufidedj with the approbation of this 
committee, to Charles W, Parsons, M. D*j of Providence. The 
preliminary tables were made up under his personal direction ; 
and the remarks which follow were written by him. New 
topics for inquiry are continually arising, in connection with 
this subject. The present report illustrates some which have 
not been introduced before. It contains many important re- 
sults in regard to the diseases most fatal in difierent parts of 
the State ; and also a sketch of the history of population in 

t Island. 
Respectfully submitted^ by 
JOHN R, BARTLETT, 
Seerdarff of State, 
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Table n. BIRTHS. 1858. 
Ammged iy months, texts, and dvritimu of the Stale. 





SEX. 


1 

• 


DIYmOVS OF THl GRin. 


MONTHS. 


^ 


i 


if 


It 


1 


i 






1 


1 


i 


£ 


II 


£ 


^ 


January 


Male, 


177 


6 


11 


20 


48 


79 


13 




Female, 


165 


10 


12 


26 


44 


56 


17 




Unknown, 


1 


, , 


, , 


, , 


1 


, . 


, , 




Total, 


343 


16 


23 


46 


93 


135 


30 


February .... 


Male, 


169 


10 


11 


22 


36 


69 


21 




Female, 


160 


4 


12 


83 


30 


67 


14 




Unknown, 


3 


1 


, , 


1 


1 


, , 


, , 




Total, 


332 


15 


23 


56 


67 


136 


35 


March 


Male, 


193 


11 


17 


18 


46 


70 


31 




Female, 


181 


7 


11 


23 


38 


82 


20 




Unknown, 


1 


, , 


• • 


, , 


1 


. 


, , 




Total, 


375 


18 


28 


41 


85 


152 


51 


April 


Male, 


195 


11 


13 


27 


42 


75 


27 




Female, 


146 


5 


15 


16 


33 


55 


22 




Total, 


341 


16 


28 


43 


75 


130 


49 


May 


Male, 


156 


6 


16 


18 


30 


65 


21 




Female, 


183 


6 


15 


23 


40 


78 


21 




Unknown, 


2 


, , 


, , 


, , 


2 


, , 


, , 




Total, 


341 


12 


31 


41 


72 


143 


42 


June 


Male, 


178 


4 


14 


23 


42 


72 


23 




Female, 


158 


6 


13 


22 


34 


65 


18 




Unknown, 


1 


, , 


, , 


, , 


1 


, , 


, , 




Total, 


337 


10 


27 


45 


77 


137 


41 


July 


Male, 


210 


8 


18 


25 


45 


85 


29 




Female, 


163 


6 


9 


23 


44 


61 


20 




Total, 


373 


14 


27 


48 


89 


146 


49 


August 


Male, 


175 


7 


10 


33 


43 


61 


21 




Female, 


202 


12 


16 


30 


44 


80 


20 




Total, 


377 


19 


26 


63 


87 


141 


41 


September. . . 


Male, 


168 


9 


9 


18 


42 


72 


18 




Female, 


170 


7 


10 


20 


41 


74 


18 




Total, 


338 


16 


19 


38 


83 


146 


36 


October 


Male, 


188 


10 


5 


31 


51 


76 


15 




Female, 


184 


13 


11 


31 


45 


66 


18 




Unknown, 


1 


, . 


. , 




1 








Total, 


373 


23 


16 


G2 


97 


142 


33 
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Table IL BIBTHS. 1858. Coktinced. 



MONTHS. 



I 



DlVISlOira OF THE 8T1TI. 



3 
I 



t 

P 



1 • 



November. 



December. 



Aggregate. 



Male, 

Femsde, 

Unknown, 

Total, 
Male, 
Female, 

Tota^ 



Male, 
Female, 
Unknown, 
Total, 



PARENTAGE. 

American 

Foreign 

American father 
& foreign mother 
Foreign father & 
American mother 
Unknown 



195 
160 
1 
356 
196 
181 
377 



2,200 

2,053 

10 

4,263 



2,234 
1,723 

129 

138 

39 



2 
4 
1 
7 

12 
8 

20 



96 

88 

2 

186 



123 
49 



10 



20 
12 



32 
15 
11 

26 



159 
147 

306 



219 
68 



12 
2 



32 
21 



55 
45 



53 
20 
29 
49 



287 

297 

1 

585 



370 
169 

23 
21 



100 
45 
35 

80 



525 

473 

7 

1,005 



447 

501 

27 

21 



78 
70 

148 

88 

80 

168 



890 
834 

1,724 



712 
886 

58 
68 



8 
8 

ih 

16 
18 
34 



243 
214 

457 



50 
12 

6 
26 



6 
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Table HL PLURALITY BIRTHS. 1858. 

Arranged hy months, sexes, and divisions of the State ; the parentage being 

aba exhibited. 



lanSIONB OF THE 

STATE, 



MONTHS. 



Total. 



Bristol county" . * , 

Kent county* 

Newport county* * . 

Towns of Provi- ) 

dence county**) 

Providence city* . , 

Washington county^ 7 



17 

IS 



51 



Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Femalej 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 



Male, 
Female, 

Total, 



1 
3 
i 

4 
13 
21 
17 
19 
8 
6 



47 
55 



102 



6 4 



8 



1 
3 
1 1 

1 3 
2 
4 

2 .. 



8 



IG 



8 



8 



6 4 



^12 



U 



a Parents in two cases, American ; in one, Irish. 

b Parents in both cases, American. 

€ Parents in three cases, American ; in one, father English and mother 
American. 

d Parents in ten cases, American ; in five, Irish ; in one, father Dutch 
and mother Irish ; in one, English. 

e Parents in six cases, American ; in nine, Irish ; in one, father English 
and mother Irish ; in one, British American ; in one, Dutch^ 

f Parents in all cases, American. 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES. 1858. 
Ammgtd hy months, and divisions of the State. 





Wholfi 


EITISII^SI 01 TO* iTATl. 




i 


•j. 


f 


l* 


•8 


8 


MONTHS. 


nmaber. 


1 


1 


1 


B. a 

Is 

H4t 


i 


^ 


January 


104 


12 


8 


12 


16 


49 


7 


February 


106 


4 


8 


12 


20 


53 


9 


March 


89 


2 


12 


8 


24 


26 


17 


April 


95 


8 


5 


141 


20 


35 


IS 


May 


118 


7 


11 


16 


32 


45 


8 


June 


101 


S 


11 


12 


27 


41 


7 


JuIt-..- ...* 


107 
114 
138 


7 

10 

6 


10 

5 

14 


7 

16 
27 


32 
36 
32 


46 
36 
52 


5 


Ausust * . 


11 


September 


8 


October .-- 


153 


3 


18 


23 


34 


60 


15 


November..,* . . . 


190 


14 


17 


26 


41 


71 


21 


December. , 


123 


7 


11 


21 


29 


46 


9 


Total , .... 


1,438 


82 


ISO 


193 


343 


560 


130 


NATmXT. 
















American , . 


872 


51 


103 


102 


223 


283 


110 


Foreign 


422 


24 


17 


76 


87 


214 


5 


American male & ) 
Foreign female , ' 


76 




6 


6 


13 


42 


9 


FoteigQ male S^\ 
American female ^ 


64 


7 


4 


10 


20 


21 


2 


TJnkjiown. 


4 








•■ 


•- 


4 
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Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 1858. 

[Head thus : 48 men, under twenty, married women under twenty ; 14 men, under twenty, married 
women between twenty and twenty-five; 205 men, between twenty and twenty-fiye, married women 
under twenty, fro.] 





AQtA or wwoir. 




AQm 07 MHfT. 


si 


S 


S 


^ 


3 


4 


S 


3 


€ 


ii 


^ 


m 


1 




! 


s 


s 


^ 


s 


s 


s 


5 


5 


\s 


^ 


B 


^ 


« 




& 


& 


» 


S 


^ 


9 


Jg 


s 


S 


8 


^ 


n 


P 


Undergo 


43 


14 


4 


,. 


_ 
















1 


62 


20 and under 25 . . - - 


205 


307 


57 


9 


S 


i 


, , 




* » 


- . 








582 


25 " SO..-. 


76 


196 


104 


13 


4 


2 


, » 




, » 


, 








395 


SO « S5..-. 


19 


54 


60, 


22 


8 


2 


1 




, » 


, , 








166 


35 *' 40- „. 


5 


16 


20 


16 


15 


7 


1 




, , 


, , 


■ " 






80 


40 « 45-.., 


2 


6 


8 


13 


10 


5 


2 




1 


, ^ 








47 


45 ** 50..-. 


1 


S 


5 


3 


6 


8 


2 


i 


, . 


. . 








29 


50 " 55.,-. 


1 


• . 


4 


2 


6 


5 


1 


2 


■ I 


1 








32 


55 ^ 60.... 




1 


, , 


3 


1 


2 


1 


3 


1 


, ^ 








12 


60 '' 65.,,. 






2 




1 


8 


1 


4 


1 


1 








13 


65 ** 70... 






, , 




1 


, » 


2 


1 


, , 


, , 








4 


70 *^ 75-.., 






1 




, , 


, . 


1 


1 


, , 


, , 








8 


75 « 80,.-, 






, , 




- ■ 


■ ' 


^ ^ 


, ^ 


. , 


, , 


1 


i 




2 


Unknown 










• • 






- 


- 


■■ 




- 


21 


21 


Whole Ko. of Women 


352 


597 


265 


81 


55 


S5 


12 


12 


3 


2 


1 


l!22 


1,438 



Table VI. DEATHS. 1858. 
Arranged by months, sexes, and divisions of the State. 











smsioNB or ihx sun. 




SEX. 















MONTHS. 






^ 


^g 


1 


1 






1 


Sf 




II 






4^ 

•S a 


January 


Male, 


108 


4 


15 


22 


26 


89 


2 




Female, 


126 


3 


6 


22 


•33 


57 


5 




Total, 


234 


7 


21 


44 


69 


96 


7 


February. . . . 


Male, 


110 


7 


10 


16 


30 


42 


5 




Female, 


123 


7 


7 


25 


28 


48 


8 




Unknown, 


1 


, . 


. . 


, , 


1 




, , 




Total, 


234 


14 


17 


41 


59 


90 


13 


March 


Male, 


108 


6 


5 


17 


32 


43 


5 




Female, 


112 


3 


6 


18 


26 


50 


9 




Total, 


220 


9 


11 


35 


58 


93 


14 
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Table VL DEATHS. 1858. Continued. 





SEX. 


1 

1 




DiTxnoirs Of ths stitb. 




MONTHS. 


1 


i 


1 


is 
II 




8 
1 


April 


Male, 


129 


2 


14 


13 


26 


64 


10 




Female, 


126 


4 


10 


19 


31 


54 


8 




Total, 


255 


6 


24 


32 


57 


118 


18 


May 


Male, 


103 


9 


6 


9 


22 


45 


12 




Female, 


101 


7 


9 


11 


32 


39 


3 




Unknown, 


1 


, , 


, , 


1 


, , 


, . 


, , 




Total, 


205 


16 


15 


21 


54 


84 


15 


June 


Male, 


97 


4 


8 


14 


27 


36 


8 




Female, 


101 


4 


9 


10 


24 


40 


14 




Total, 


198 


8 


17 


24 


51 


76 


22 


July 


Male, 


104 


6 


14 


11 


28 


35 


10 




Female, 


98 


5 


10 


11 


29 


40 


3 




Total, 


202 


11 


24 


22 


57 


75 


13 


August 


Male, 


145 


3 


15 


14 


55 


53 


5 




Female, 


112 


4 


13 


13 


31 


43 


8 




Unknown, 


1 


. , 




1 


. . 




, , 




Total, 


258 


7 


28 


28 


86 


96 


13 


September . . . 


Male, 


104 


5 


6 


11 


28 


44 


10 




Female, 


135 


7 


11 


23 


39 


42 


13 




Total, 


239 


12 


17 


34 


67 


86 


23 


October 


Male, 


96 


4 


12 


16 


21 


36 


7 




Female, 


81 


4 


7 


14 


26 


24 


6 




Total, 


177 


8 


19 


30 


47 


60 


13 


November. . . 


Male, 


84 


3 


13 


6 


25 


34 


3 




Female, 


82 


4 


6 


6 


29 


34 


3 




Total, 


166 


7 


19 


12 


54 


68 


G 


December. .. . 


Male, 


105 


5 


15 


8 


35 


30 


12 




Female, 


122 


8 


7 


12 


38 


45 


12 




Unknown, 


1 


, , 


, , 


1 


, , 


, , 


, , 




Total, 


228 


13 


22 


21 


73 


75 


24 


Aggregate . . . 


Male, 


1,293 


58 


133 


157 


355 


501 


89 




Female, 


1,319 


60 


101 


184 


366 


516 


92 




Unknown, 
Total, 


4 




•• 


3 


1 


•• 


•• 




2,616 


_118 


234 


344 


722 


1,017 


181 
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Table VIL DEATHS. 1858. 
Shtywing the number of each sex who died in each period 



TOWNS ANH DIVIS- 
IONS OF TUB STATE. 


SEX. 


1 


el 


4S 

s 




s 




4 

s 
s 


s 

3 


s 
s 




3i 


Bamngton * 

Bristol.... . .... 

Warren 

Bribtol Co 


Male, 

Female, 

Male-, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, ' 

Female* 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Unknown, 

Male, 

Female, 

Unknown, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Unknown, 

Totals 


5 

3 
4 

2 

!8 

5 


2 
4 
2 

2 
4 

6 


2 
1 

1 

k 
1 


^2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

i. 

2 

1 
3 


3 

1 

i 

3 
2 


"i 
i 

2 


"i 

1 

2 

1 
2 
2 
5 


i 
i 


*2 
2 

2 
2 

4 


1 

2 
1 
3 
2 


Coventry. .< . . , . 
East Greenwich.. 
West Greenwich. 

Warwick 

Kent Co. ...... 


23 

7 
C 
8 
1 
3 

11 
7 

29 
14 


10 

3 

2 
1 
8 

2 

7 

5 

11 

17 


4 

i 

"i 


3 

i 

2 

1 

3 

1 


4 

i 

1 

2 

"s 

1 


5 
2 

i 

5 
2 

7 
3 


2 

1 

i 

2 
5 
3 


7 

3 
2 

"i 

3 

"& 
4 


1 

'i' 
1 

4 
7 
5 

8 


6 

1 
1 

* * 

1 

2 


5 

2 

1 

"3 
2 
5 


Fall Bivcr 

Jamestown . , . * . 
Little Compton * 
Middietown. , ». 
Newport 

New Shoreharo . , 

Portamouth 

Tiverton 

Nbwpobt Co 


, 43 

6 
3 

i 

1 
1 

18 
21 

2 
1 
2 
4 
1 

*i 

31 

29 

2 


28 

1 
4 

"i 

10 

10 

i 
1 

12 
IG 


1 

10 
6 

10 
6 


4 
2 

7 
5 

"i 

10 
5 


4 

i 

4 

10 

1 

5 

11 


10 

"i 
is 

10 

i 
i 

13 

13 


8 

I 

*5 

3 

6 
3 


9 

2 

i 
2 

1 

1 
1 

5 

I 

"5 
9 


13 

1 I 

4 

4 

1 
2 

*5 
G 


5 

1 

'3 
3 

1 

1 
1 

4 

G 


7 

1 

'3 
3 

1 

4 
4 


^- ' _ — 


62 


28 


161 15 


16 


26 


9 


14 11 


10 


8 
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Table VIL DEATHS. 1858. 
ofUfe, in eoery town and divuion of the Skate. 



S5« 
























8 




TOTAL. 


3 


9 

2 


3 


5 


s 


8 

3 


e 

5 


3 


IS 

3 


^ 
5 


8 

5 


s 


» 


* 




g 


1 

& 


■3 


a 


J 


3 


S 


3 


!|i 


S 


s 


3 


s 


e 


S 


S 


^ 


s 


S 


iS 


£ 


B 


» 


_ 


.. 


4 * 








1 
















7 








m * 


f f 


, , 


^ ^ 




1 


, ^ 


^ ^ 


2 


> ■ 


* , 


, , 








6 




13 


1 


1 


2 


, , 




, , 


2 


3 


1 


1 


. . 








35 










1 


i 


1 

* * 




1 
2 


6 


2 

1 


2 


1 

2 


2 








16 


31 




66 


1 


i 


1 


1 


1 


, , 


2 


1 


^ , 


2 


_ , 


, , 








23 




39 


1 


1 


3 


f * 


* ■■ 


2 


3 


4 


1 


3 


■ ■ 








58 








1 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


8 


3 


^ 


3 


2 


- 








60 






2 


3 


4 


2 


1 


4 


n 


7 


5 


6 


2 










m « 




118 


1 


1 


2 




1 


4 




2 


2 


3 


1 






1 


34 








2 


1 


J ^ 


* * 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


3 


1 


1 > 




, , 




28 




62 


1 


1 4 


1 


* * 


* ■ 


« ■ 


1 


1 


2 


, , 


i » 


, ^ 




, , 


20 








1 


1 • 


1 


, J. 


■ > 


, , 


1 


, , 


1 


3 


2 


* * 




, , 




22 




42 


2 


2 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 

1 


1 


2 


1 
1 


• • 






• 4 


17 


7 




24 


S 


1 


2 


3 


2 


2 


3 


1 


3 


1 


^ , 


, ^ 






62 








1 


4 


1 < 


1 


1 


1 


3 




2 


2 


■ 1 






, ^ 




44 




106 


7 


4 


6 


4 


4 


6 


5 


5 


9 


5 


1 






1 


133 








4 


5 


1 


1 


2 


4 


7 


1 


5 


9 


3 






•• 




101 






11 


9 


7 


5 

1 


6 


10 


12 


6 
1 


14 


14 
1 


4 


3 




i! 


16 


•• 


•• 


234 


1 


1 

'i 

1 


1 


1 

i 


i 
1 


2 


2 

i 

1 


i 


2 


1 

i 

1 






* ^ 




1 
5 
3 


19 

1 
8 




35 

2 

18 


, , 


1 


1 


, , 


, ^ 


2 


1 


1 




^ ^ 












10 




13 


2 


2 


^ , 1 


s 


9 


4 


4 


1 


4 


2 




1 






110 








3 


2 


5 


- 


3 

i 


3 


3 
2 


3 


5 


5 


2 


2 






6 


117 


1 


228 


■ ' 


1 


-j 




■ ■ 




# 1 






^■ m 


i 




'.. 




6 


3 


2 


11 


■ » 


1 


, ^ 


2 


^ ^ 




1 


1 


1 




> I 










13 




19 


, , 


, » 


1 


1 


. , 


1 


1 


> . 


1 


, , 


1 




1 




10 








* 1 


, ^ 


, , 


, ^ 


* w 


2 


1 


* t 


3 


1 


1 


2 


, ^ 






13 




23 


2 


3 


1 


5 


11 


6 


8 


3 


6 


5 


2, 


1 


1 




157 








4 


7 


7 


4 


4 


9 


9 


5 


12 


7 


3 


4 


1 


*i 




' 184 


3 




6 


10 


8 


Sj 


15 


U 


17 


8 


17 


12 


I 5 


\ 5\ 4\ 1 


\ .\ .\.\^«A 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1858. Goktimued. 



[1858. 



TOWNS AND Pins- 
IONS OF THE STATE. 


SEX. 


1 


s 


CO 

s 


a 


>6 
S 


a 

le 


!9 
S 




Hi 

s 

9 




8 


BurrillviUe 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

North Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

TownSjPbov.Co. 


Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Unknown, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Unknown, 

Total, 

Male, 
Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total, 


6 

3 

10 

12 

15 

7 

i 

3 
4 
2 
9 
22 
15 

2 

1 

1 

5 

61 

57 


5 
2 

10 
8 

11 
6 
1 

1 

"o 

8 

10 

11 

i 

7 

5 

50 

41 


3 

5 
4 
2 

4 

5 
G 
G 
4 

4 

5 

25 

23 


5 
2 
2 
2 

4 
2 
5 
5 

1 

17 
11 


i 
1 

2 
3 
1 

i 

1 

3 
4 
2 

3 

1 

12 

11 


1 

1 

7 
8 
4 
2 

3 
4 
6 
4 

3 

2 

1 

23 

23 


1 

2 

1 

i 

3 

i 
i 

4 
3 

i 
i 

9 
10 


2 

1 

2 

8 
5 

1 

2 
2 

i 
s 

i 

3 
2 

14 
14 


2 
2 

6 

3 

5 

9 

25 


5 

9 

14 


1 
2 
3 

2 
2 

1 

2 

i 

1 

6 

. ■ 

2 

4 

2 

12 

17 


Providence > 

ciTT ;•• 


118 

125 
84 


91 

74 
54 


48 

34 
33 


28 

17 
15 


23 

12 
13 


46 

27 

26 


19 

5 
14 


28 

15 

14 


34 

21 
21 


23 

18 
26 


29 

27 
24 


Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton .... . . 

North Kingstown . 
South Kingstown . 

Richmond 

Westerly 

Washington Co. 


209 
S 

2 

1 

1 
4 
3 
1 

4 

6 

12 

18 


128 

1 

i 
1 

1 

5 
4 

? 

11 

G 


67 
2 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

4 
4 


32 

i 

1 
2 
1 

3 
2 


25; 53 

..; 1 

. .1 . . 

..; 2 

. . . . 
1, 1 
1 1 
i; 7 

2 4 


19 

i 

2 

i 

2 
2 


29 

i 

1 

i 

3 
2 

2 
2 

8 


42 

• • 

2 

2 

4 
5 


89 

3 
2 


51 

2 
2 
3 




25 17 


8 


5 


8 lli 4 


I 10 


9 


5 


5 
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1 


a 


TOTAL. 


^ 

5 

^ 




o 


.» 




S 
3 
^ ^ 


p 


y> 


^ ' 


4 

a 

3 




B 
5 
s 


s 






s 


8 


s 
s 


s 




1 
3 


1 


i 


1 


i 


i 


1 


3 


1 


1 


_ 


_ 


1 


,. 


_ 


2 


_ 






4 


34 








, , 


1 


2 


, ^ 






1 


2 


1 


1 


, , 










27 




61 


^ , 


1 


1 


2 






1 


8 


1 


2 


1 






^ t 


60 








1 


, . 


3 


. . 




, . 


2 


• * 


f 1 


, , 


2 






1 




50 




no 


2 


2 


3 


4 






2 


2 


1! 




, , 






« . 


69 








1 


1 


2 


6 






2 


« « 


3 
2 




2 








5 


68 




137 


T ■ 


, ^ 


, , 


^ , 




J J 


1 2 


2 


. ■ 


, , 










8 




13 


1 * 


, , 


1 


, , 


^ , 




* i 1 ■ * 


1 




, 


1 




* * 


10 








3 


. , 


, , 


, ^ 




, , 


i' 1 


2 


, » 


, , 










16 




26 


^ . 


1 




2 


^ , 


■ > 


1 


♦ * 


2 




1 








31 








1 


2 


1 


1 


1 < 


^ , 


2 


^ , 


1 


, , 


1 


1 




* * 




45 




76 


1 


3 


3 


2 




4 


2 


4 


6 




1 








93 








4 

m # 


4 


2 


1 




2 


1 


6 












1 




87 


1 


181 


, ^ 


■ > 


1 


, , 




^ 


« » * 1 






« , 






. w ! 


6 








■ ■ 


2 


2 


1 




1 


•1 1 




, » 


1 






1 




19 




25 


, . 


3 


3 


1 




1 


3' 


3 




^ » 


1 






2 


47 








a 


1 


1 


3 


, 


, , 


^ , 


2 




2' 


, ^ 






2 




46 




93 


4 


13 


13 


12 


5 


12 


10 


12 


13 


9 


4 


1 




6 


355 








13 


11 


13 


12 


13 


5 


10 


14 


9 

■ ■ 


9 


6 


1 




.4 
1 




366 


1 




17 


24 


26 


24 


18 


17 


20 


26 


22 


18 


10 


2 




11 




• • 




722 


15 


16 


13 


13 


12 


14 


11 


15 


10 


7 


3 


2 






501 






1 


30 


IG 


18 


18 


IS 


16 


22 


14 


15 


13 


9 


3 




" 




516 






45 


32 
1 


31 


31 


30 


30 


33 
1 


2'J 


25 

1 


20 

1 


12 


5 




- 


5 


•• 




1,017 




1 
1 




i 


•• 


- 






2 

1 

1 




• - 






i 


6 

9 


6 

6 




13 
12 




. ^ 




, . 


» 1 


, . 


^ 


1 


' * 


, ^ 


J, , 


* • 




, , 




5 




14 




1 


J 


1 






• ■ 


I > . t 


1 


* I 


, , 




3 


21 










1 


2 


1 




_ , 




2 2 


2 


, ^ 


1 




. « 




18 




39 




2 


J 
3 

i 


2 


'■ 


— 




1: *- 


2 


i 


i 




1 


26 

6 


27 
9 




53 
15 






.. 


1 








1 
1 


• • 


i 










16 


19 




35 




3 


2 


4 


5 


2 




2 


7 


4 


, , 


, , 




5 


89 










5 


6 


2 


5 


a 


3 


5 


4 


3 


2 


2 




. ^ 




92 


































\ \ \ 


1 


8 


Si 


6 


JO 


5 


7 


7i 11 


, 7 


1 ^1 


\ ^\..\ 
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[1858. 



RECAPITULATION. 



courmKfi, 


SEX, ' 


^ 


T-t 


a 


s 

00 


la 

s 


to 




s 


s 


3 

s 


4 

3 

S 


Bkistol 


Male, 
Female, 

Total, 

Makj 

Female, 

Total, 

Male, 

FemEde, 

Unknown, 

Total, 

Male, 
Femalcj 

Unknown, 

Total, 

Male, 
Femalej 

Totalj 

Male, 
Female, 

Unknown, 

Total, 


18 
5 


4 
6 


3 

1 


2 

1 


1 

3 


3 
2 


2 


2 

6 


1 


2 
4 


3 

2 


Kep^t, * i . 


23 

29 
14 


10 

11 

17 


4 

1 


3 

3 

1 


4 

3 

1 


5 

7 
3 


2 

5 
3 


7 

5 

4 


1 

5 

8 


C 

s' 

2 


5 
2 




5 


I>f EWPOKT , 


43 

31 

29 

2 


28 

12 
16 


1 

10 
6 


4 

10 
6 


4 

6 
11 


10 

13 

13 


8 

6 
3 


9 

5 
9 


13 


5 

4 

6 


7 

4 
4 


Pboyidknce 


62 

186 
Ul 


28 

124 
95 


16 

59 
56 


15 

84 
26 


16 

24 
24 


28 

SO 
49 


9 

14 
24 


14 

29 
28 


11 

30 
46 


10 

22 

40 


8 

39 

41 


Washington. , , 


827 

12 
13 


219 

11 
6 


115 

4 
4 


60 

3 
2 


48 

1 
2 


99 

7 

4 


38 

2 
2 


67 

2 
8 


76 

4 

S 


62 

3 
2 


80 

2 
3 


Whole State. . 


25 

276 

202 

2 


17 

162 
140 


8 

77 
67 


5 

52 
85 


3 

34 
41 


11 

80 
71 


4 

27 
34 


10 

43 
54 


9 

46 

65 


5 

34 
54 


5 

50 
55 




480 


302 


144 


87 


75 


151 


61 


97 


110 


88 


105 
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15 



RECAPITULATION. 



3 

a 


4 

s 


9 


S 
s 

S 


S 
s 

IS 


s 
8 


8 

3 

3 


3 


s 

g 


3 


S 

s 

3 


s 


1 

s 


1 


TOTAL. 


1 


i 


p 


1 


1 
1 


1 
2 


3 

1 


2 


i 


2 
2 


3 

8 


4 
3 


1 

4 


3 
3 


2 


1 


•• 


•• 


58 


60 






2 

7 
4 


3 

4 
S 


4 

6 
1 


2; 

4 

1 


1 

4 
2 


4 

6 

4 


11 

6 
7 


7 

5 

1 


5 

9 
5 


6 

5 

9 


2 

1 
8 


1 

2 

1 


« ■ 


1 


133 


101 




118 


11 

S 

4 


9 

S 

7 


Z 

1 

7 


s 

5 
4 


6 

n 

4 


10 

5 
9 


12 

8 
9 


6 

3 

5 


14 

5 

12 


14 

6 

7 


4 

2 
3 


3 

1 
4 


1 

1 


1 
1 


157 


184 
882 


3 
1 


234 


6 

19 
43 


10 

29 
27 


8 

26 
31 


9 

25 
30 


15 

17 
31 


14 

26 
21 


17 

21 
32 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. 1858. 
Ages under twenty years, and cases of unspecified age, being omitted. 





AOaS AT DEATH. 


1 


i 

a 




occopA-noNs. 


3 




3 

s 

S 


1 


a 




s 
a 

s 


1 


4 


1 

1 


Accountant ..,,.. 

Artist w 


2 


1 




1 

1 

i 


1 


' » 




ll 

i 

1 




5 

1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
6 
1 
2 
5 
1 
28 
3 
1 


192 
52 

173 
91 
50 
24 

296 
81 

118 

293 

68 

1,479 

200 
23 

257 
49 

207 
4(3 
33 

150 

7,652 

68 

159 
21 

275 

134 
52 
23 

2!'l 
4,198 

43i 

20a 

831 

307 
81 

636 
23 
88 


38,40 
52.00 


Bilker. ., . , - - 






57 67 


Barber , 

Ba^iket-maker , 


I 


2 


30,33 
50,00 


Bt^ll-liancrer, , . . , 




3 




24 00 


Blacksmith . .,, . 

Butcher , * ♦ , . * , 


49,33 
81.00 


Cabinet-maker, **,.*».* 






2 




24 


2 

5 
1 

i 
i 

31 

i 


59.00 


Ciilico-nrinter * . * * 


58 60 


Cai'd-maker 




, . 


63 00 


CarpentfT t,,** * 




6 


S 


4 

1 
i 


52 82 


CaTriao"e-maker . .**.*,. 


66 67 


Cio"ar-makei' .....„..».* 




i 


23 (10 


Cler^jman , , , 

Confectioner . , 

Gwjper, , , 


:;i I 

1 

1 

3 

116 

:;: i 

..' 1 
..! 4 

a 

..'■■ I 

1 

•; 9 

94 

9 

..: 4 

..; 18 

.} 1 

13 


51.40 
49.00 
69.0(> 


Currier ...»>. -* * ^ 






14 


1 

12 


4G . Oo 


Die-sinker , 




1 


. .|. . 


33 . 00 


Enorineier, - . . ....,,.,, 




50.00 


Farmer , , . . 

Fisherman .,..*.., , * » , 




4 


22 


4 


65.97 
OB, 00 


Gard ^ner , * * . , 








79 . 50 


Gau-filter , , , 








1 
1 

1 

1 

12 
2 

\5 

1 

1 




21.00 


Gentleman , 


1 i|.. 


G8.75 


Grocer . < « . , , 








44,ri7 


Hatter^ 


52.00 


Hjstler 


19 


6 

'\ 

'■2 
1 
1 
8 

;; 


18 


"9 

i 

2 






23.00 


Jeweler , . . 

Laborer . , 


"3 
2 


i 


32,33 
44. GG 


Machinist , 

Manufacturer 

Mariner . , , . 

Mason , 

Mei^hauic; . . . 


48.22 
41.25 
46.17 
51.17 
40.50 


Merchant , . * , 

Milliner, (female) . . ... * 
Moulder. 


1 


2^.. 

yy.'. 


49.08 
23.00 
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Table X. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH. Continued. 





A(3£S AT BEATH. 


1 


1 

■^ 




OCGCFPATIOKS. 


s 


3 
1 


S 

5 
^ 


S 


a 


5 
^5 


8 


s 

s 


i 


i 

1 


Nurse, (female) 

Ooerative 


1 

4 
3 


3 


1 

3 

1 
2 


2 

1 

i 


^3 
2 

i 

5 
1 




1 

1 


8 


..' 3 
16 
5 
3 
7 
2 
3 

..i 2 

-.! 1 

..! 6 

16 

4 

.J 11 

::l 5 

..i 8 

..1 1 


152 
709 
155 
163 
270 

91 
196 

65 

42 
105 
407 
969 
226 
431 

71 

S46 
77 

130 
30 

120 
67 

23,199 
1,056 


50. G7 
44.31 


Operative, (female) 

Overseer in mill 


31.00 
54.33 


Painter. 


2 


3 
1 


38.57 


Pbvsiciaii ............. 


45.50 


Rope-maker. 






65.33 


Saddler 

Sail-maker 


2L. 


1 

i 


1 

1 


" 




27.50 
42.00 


Servaot, (female) 

Sliiu^master ......... ^ . 




1 


"4"' 

6 1 

.. 1 

. 2 


105.00 

67.88 


Shoe-raakeir 


2 

1 
4 


1 


60.56 


Tailor 

Tailoress 


56.50 
39.18 


Teacher . , * <■ ^ * 




1 .. 

1!:: 

1 


71.00 


Teacher^ (female) 

Teamster , . . » , . . . 


? 


3 


1 

2 


1 


:: 


31.00 
43.25 


Tinmaa 


*l ' 


77.00 


Trader 




1 
1 
1 

70 
_5 


2'.. 




43.33 


Washerwoman ......... 






........ 




1 
3 


30.00 


Weaver ..,......, 


1 

3 

66 
14 


[y.: 'I'l'" " 


40.00 


Weaver, (female) 

Male^, ... 

Females,. , ,. 


60 


53 


78 


72 


86 
_8 


J^ 


3 

437 
28 


J2.33 

53.09 
37.71 
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Supplement to Table XI. 



The foregoing table includes every occupation in which as many as three 
deaths, from assigned causes, were reported in the year 1858. The follow^ 
ing supplement comprises the remaining occupations, in each of which there 
occurred but one or two deaths, of which the causes were specified. In the 
table and supplement, the cause of death, in connection with the occupation, 
is giyen in 435 tiases. In both table and supplement, deaths at ages under 
twenty years are omitted. 



Artistf Insanity. 

Basket-maker. Suicide, 

BeU-hanger, Vonsumption* 

Batcher, Old Age, 

Cabinet-maker, Consumption^ Old Age. 

Card-Maker, JPneumonta. 

Carriage-maker, Liver-disease. 

Marasmus. 
CSgar-Maker, Pneumonia. 
Confectioner, Pneumonia. 
Cooper, Consumption^ (two cases.) 
Cunrier, Pneumonia. 
Die-sinker, Fevety typhoid. 
Engineer, Fever^ typhoid^ Heart disease. 
Fisherman, DebUity. 



Ghtrdener, Asthmct, Cancer. 
Gas-fitter, CoTisur^tion. 
Hatter, Consun^tion. 
Hostler, Suicide, 

Mechanic, Convulsions^ Pneumonia, 
Milliner, female. Consumption. 
Moulder, Consumption^ Fever j typhoid. 
Physician, J/7op{ezy, Poison. 
Saddler. Consumption, ISpilepsy, 
Sail-maker, Apoplexy. 
Serrant, female. Old Age, 
Teacher, Bowels y Inflammation of. 
Tinman. Apoplexy. 
Washenroman, Child Birth, 
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Table XH. METEOROLOGICAL. 

Showing the average temperature, ly three daily observations, of each months 
for each one of the last Jive gears, and for the average of twenty-seven gears ; 
cdso the amount of rain and snow in each month, for the gear 1858, and 
for the average of twentg-seven gears. 

From the obserrations of Piorssok Caswzll, of Brown Uniyersitj, ProTidence. 





MEAN TEUPERAIURB. 


Raut, nr nroHxs. 


MONTHS. 


1864. 


1866. 


1866. 


1857. 


1858. 




1858. 


Is 


•Taniiarv 


26.4 
25.6 
88.1 
42.9 
57.7 
65.9 
72.9 
68.6 
61.4 
52.9 
40.7 
26.5 


30.0 
22.1 
32.6 
44.1 
54.7 
65.3 
72.9 
67.9 
61.9 
52.4 
42.0 
32.3 


19.3 
22.7 
27.8 
46.5 
53.5 
67.7 
72.1 
69.8 
63.2 
50.2 
39.4 
25.5 


16.3 
32.7 
32.2 
41.0 
51.8 
62.0 
69.9 
66.8 
60.3 
50.5 
42.3 
34.6 


33.1 
24 5 
32.8 
46.2 
53.3 
67.7 
69.8 
66.4 
62.2 
54.2 
87.2 
32.1 


27.8 
26.6 
34,2 
44.6 
55.3 
65.5 
69.9 
68.5 
60.9 
60.6 
89.9 
30,1 


3.33 
2.80 
2.05 
3.63 
2.35 
5.55 
4.90 
8.20 
3.05 
2.80 
2.40 
3.45 


3.16 


Ppbniarv 


2.77 


March 


3.07 


April 


3.67 


May 


3.52 


June 

July 


3.01 
8.06 


AufiTUSt .••... 


3.89 


Sentember • • . 


2.81 


October 


8.79 


November 


3.99 


December 


4.03 






Whole year 


48.0 


48.2 


46.5 


46.7 


48.3 


47.8 


44.51 


40.61 



RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 



There were registered in Rhode Island^ nearly ten thousand 
names of individuak horGj marriedj or deceaeed, during the year 
1858, Of these, 4^263 were born ; 2,876 were marriedj and 2,616 
died" making a total number of 9^755. If these records were 
complete, we could set down the natural increase of the popula- 
tion, or that which wag independeBt of migration, as haviiig 
amounted to 1,647, from the beginning to the end of the year. 

The number of births and deaths was greater than was ever 
before reported in any one year j that of marriages was less than 
either in 1856 or 1857- The details of these results are exhibited 
in the tables and observations which make up this report. In our 
remarks which follow, we shall also introduce some comparisons 
with former reports, and with results obtained in other States and 
countries. 

The two moat interesting subjects that arc illustrated in this 
report are, perhaps^ the following : — the condition of poblic health 
in different parts of the State and different classes of the inhabi- 
tants, and the growth of population. The sanitary relations of 
the subject will be most generally recognized as important. We 
begin to learn something of the differences in regard to longevityj 
health and disease, between the several races of which our people 
are composed, and between the several towns and regions. Some 
remarkable contrasts in regard to prevalent diseases appear to 
depend on the situation and topogi-aphy of towns. We might 
certainly expect that diversities of cliuiate, soil, facilities for sup- 
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ply of water and natural drainage, and other local circumstances, 
such as exist even within the narrow limits of this State, from the 
hills of Cumberland to the shores of Seaconnet, Newport and the 
old Narraganset country, and the sea-girt township of Block 
Island, or, in the other direction, from the coves of Bristol county 
to the granite ranges of our Western towns, would have some 
influence on the health of the inhabitants. The effects of these 
diversities are already illustrated, to some extent, by these statis- 
tics. In this view, it would be well if we could make a special 
grouping of the parts of the State, with reference to their situation, 
distinct from the civil divisions into counties and towns. When 
our returns become more full, some such grouping of the towns 
may be used with advantage. We might, for example, make a 
southern, or maritime, division, — a second bordering on the waters 
of Mount Hope Bay and the neighboring rivers, east of the Narra- 
ganset, — other divisions of the inland towns, say into those which 
are principally drained by the Blackstone, the Wonasquatucket, 
the Pawtuxet and the Pawcatuck, severally, — ^and lastly, the large 
city of Providence might be styled the metropolitan division. 

But it seems probable that the regions of the State differ in 
their sanitary characteristics, more on account of the kinds of 
persons inhabiting them, than from any influences of soil or climate. 

By far the most important division of our people is that of race, 
arising from the large immigration which has introduced a special 
class of laborers, displaced and driven away many of the sons of 
Rhode Island, and filled the most compact parts of many villages 
and towns, particularly in and near the principal city, with families 
of immediately foreign origin, alien in many of their feelings and 
habits from the old New England stock. The proportion of foreign 
families in different places, appears to have more influence on the 
character of their vital statistics than any circumstances inherent 
in the localities. Indeed, in all connections of the subject, the 
peculiarities of the results obtained in this and neighboring States, 
depend more on the influx of a foreign laboring population than 
on any other single cause. This is one reason for the great at- 
tention given to the distinctions of nativity and parentage in our 
reports. 

Other influences affecting health will be found illustrated in this 
report, such as color, sex, occupation, &c. It will be obvious, on 
a little reflection, that single facts, collected on a large sc^rle, for 



1858.] RESULTS AND OBSERVATIOKSi^^ 39 

a considerable period of time, upon a uniform plan, and with the 
greatest attainable accuracy, furnish the only safe materials for 
forming opinions on the eflFects of all these distinctions. The 
collection of such facts is often left to men of scientific curiosity, 
or who make a special study of medical subjects. There are cer- 
tainly advantages in this, in the greater exactness of observation 
which such men cultivate, and their more definite aims. But their 
inquiries are very apt to be biased by theories or preconceived 
belief. A system of registration established by government, fur- 
nishes the only means of getting results at once extensive enough, 
and impartially collected. If to such results be added the testi- 
mony of physicians on such points as the nature of the diseases 
which have caused deaths, which they certainly ought to understand 
better than anybody else, we have the best outline of a permanent 
system for obtaining the vital and sanitary statistics of a people. 

If all who are born here continued to live in their native places, 
and there were no migration inward or outward, it is clear that 
a complete registration of births and deaths would yield all the 
material necessary for a history of the growth, or the decline, of 
population. But with us, migration affects these very much; and 
as this migration depends mainly on the prosperity of the commu- 
nity, a census of the several towns, taken at frequent intervals, 
would make a very interesting record of their changes of fortune. 
These topics were forced on our attention by an examination of 
the returns j and we have prepared a sketch of the past history of 
the growth of population in different portions of the State, which 
forms the closing part of this report. Some details of the kind 
have been given formerly, but not at so much length as this year. 

The average temperature and amount of rain or snow in a place 
or season, may be supposed to influence health, and a record of 
these seems to be appropriate in such a document as the present. 
We avail ourselves, for this purpose, of the published reports of 
Professor Caswell, of Brown University, and have given the most 
important points of the results obtained by him for five years past.. 
They are exhibited in the last of the preliminary tables. 

Table VII. (pages 10-15) is formed on a different plan from the 
corresponding table in former reports. The object of the table is 
to show how many die in each period of life, in every part of the 
State. This is shown more minutely than ever before, the divis- 
ions of age being more numerous, and also the figures for each town 
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being shown separately. It containa all that the table has exhi- 
bited in former reports^ but more in detail. This table is similar 
to that which has been presented in the Masaachusetts reports j 
for seyeral years past* 



BIRTHS- 



The number of births recorded In the State^ in each of the last | 
four yearg, haa been as follows : 



2,926. 



185e. 

2,906. 



1957. 

4,026. 



1658. 

4,263, 



The very considerable increase in the year 1851 over 1856^ wag 
unquestionably owing mainly to the amendments in the registration . 
law, which went into eflfect in the middle of that year. The pro- m 
vision which requires town-clerks to obtain the information in 
respect to births in their several towns, works very well ; and the ^ 
improyement is so great as to show that the present plan is ■ 
founded on the right principle* No part of our registration has 
improved so much as that of births. 

There were 237 more births reported in 1858 than in 1851; in 
Bristol county, 49 less ; in Kent county, 56 less ; in Newport county, 
13 more; in the towns of Providence countyj 61 more^ in the city 
of Providence, 36 more; in Washington county, 2S2 more. In this ^ 
last county, the number was more than doubled. The greatest ■ 
improrement has been in a few towns of this county, particularly ' 
in the important town of South Kingstown, which has hitherto 
been exceedingly defective in returns. 

It is probable that the number of birtlis in a year, bears a more 
constant proportion than either the marriages or deaths, to the 
population of a state; and might be more properly used as a 
starting point for inferences in regard to the number of inhabitants 
existing. The fluctuations from year to year are likely to be 
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greater in tlie e timbers of marriages and deaths; — in the former, 
from social causes of many kinds, and in the latter from the 
varying condition of public health, and the occasional prevalence 
of special epidemic diseases* These influences do indeed affect 
the number of births in some degree, but less probably than either 
the marriages or deaths » It would be interesting to use this test, 
if we could, ia determining what have been the movements of 
population, and the changes in relative growth of different parts 
of the State, especially when several years have elapsed since the 
latest censua. But in the present condition of our registry, allow- 
ance would have to be continually made for deficiencies, which are 
necessarily variable, and which arc tending to lessen, and, as they 
lessen, to cause an apparent increase in the number of births, dis- 
tmct from the real increase caused by the growth of population- 
Hence no safe opinion can be formed in this way of the present 
number of inhabitants of our several towns, and their gain since the 
census of 1850. 

It is probable that the births are somewhat more numerous, in 
proportion to the population, in our large city than in other parts 
of the State; on account, in part, of the greater number of for- 
e%ners in the city. Bat wo cannot consider the registration in 
other towns as having yet become sufficiently full to warrant any 
positive statements on this point* In Providence city, the births 
are very accurately recorded j and we have, moreover, the results 
of a special city census, taken in 1855, to use in our estimates. 
The City Registrar estimates the population of that city in the 
middle of the year 1858, at 50,260; which would give one birth 
ia the year to 29*15 inhabitauts- 

The ratio of the births, reported in 1858, to the population in 
1850, is as follows: 

In Bristol county, one birth to 46 inhabitants. 

In Kent connty, '* *' 49 " 

In Newport county, " " 34 ^* 

In towns of Providence connty, " *^ 46 " 

In Providence city, " « 24 " 

In Washington county, '* ** 36 *^ 

Every case of twins is counted aa two births* The still-born are 
included in the tables of births* The returns do not distinguish 
still-born children from those born alive, with sufficient constancy 
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to make me think it worth while to attempt to separate them. 
It seems to me, that the objects of a study of birtha, in all scien- 
tific relations of the subject, requii*e all the births of living and 
dead children alike, that is, all the conceptions, so far as shown bj 
the records, to be counted in. By the titae that the registration 
of births is about as complete as the censuses of population, ^so : 
that comparisons may be fairly made between the results of both, ■ 
and those of registration may be used in determinhig the natural ' 
increase of inhabitants, it may be ospccted that the births of Itmng 
children will be generally distinguished ; and in that connection, , 
these data will be valuable. The numbers of still-born children m 
are given in the tables of deaths, and the numbers bom alive in ^ 
each month and each division of the State, may be ascertained by 
subtracting these from the totals in our tables of births. 

Number op the Child. As in the last report, we have prepared 
a table to show how many of the children born were^rst children 
of the parents, how maay were second, how many third children, &c. 
The City Registrar of Providence, in his annual report, gives these 
particulars for that city, showing the number of children of the 
same mothtr. In returns from other towns, it is frequently, but 
not always, specified whether the figure given refers to the number 
of children of the mother or father. The number of the child is 
stated more generally than it has been before- 



NUMBER OF THE CHILD. 1858. 



Seventh 


child,.,, 

it "' " 


136 

.*,.112 
.,.. 74 


Thirteenth el)M, 
Fourteenth " . 
Fifteeath *' . 
Sixteenth '* . 

Total 


10 


Eighth 


6 


J^liith 


. ♦ 1 


Tenth 


t* 


35 


\ 


Eleventh 
Twemh 


it 

■ < 4 * 


,,.. 14 
.... 16 


.3,ns. 



First child.,.....,*.....9]l 

Second " 818 

Third " 636 

Fonith " ........435 

Fifth *' 346 

Sixtfe " ..224 



Supposing these numbers to represent the children that each 
mother had had, up to and including the birth* registered in the 
returns before usj we have^ this year as the year before, an average 
of a little more than three children and one-third to each mother, 
Ihejirst children are nearly a quarter of all, (about 24 per cent, f ) 
and this proportion is nearly the same in the two years^ and also 
in Pro?idence city, for four years. 

We have not, either in former reports or now, inquired into the 
difference in average number of children, between American and 
foreign mothers, in the State at large. In PrOYidence, this average 
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is greater in foreign families. The results of this^kind^ referred 
to in our last reportj (pages 47 and 53,) were obtained by the 
City Registrar^ and borrowed from his report There seems to 
hare been some want of clearneaa in our own manner of stating 
them; but they were correctly understood, by the writer of the 
sixteenth Massachusetts report, as referring to " the average rela- 
tive number already barm by those atill producing oflFspring**"* In 
Providence, in 1858j the proportion of children already borne was 
17 to 5 foreign mothers, and 15 to 5 American mothers. 

Sex. In the aggregate of registration, previous to the year now 
before ns, the male children born have been in excess, in the ratio 
of one hundred and five males to one hundred females. In 1858, 
the excess of males was still greater; being at the rate of 10,716 
males, to 10,000 females; or 51,73 per cent, boys, and 48.27 girls* 
This does not still raise the total proportiouj for our whole series 
of reports, to the rate observed in Europe, which is one hundred 
and six male children, to one hundred female. The sixteenth Reg- 
istration Report of Maseachusetts says : " We have not collected 
as many records as some others, but have examined those of several 
different cities and states of the Union, also those of England, 
France, Belgium^ Sweden, Norway, Russia, Prussia, Austria, Saxony, 
and other foreign countries. The facts furnished us, covering up- 
wards of one hundrad million births, show 1,073 boys to every 
1,000 girls, born alive. Over one million of recorded births in 
the United States, show 1,066 boys to 1,000 girls. The records 
of Massachusetts alone for thirteen years, 1845-57, give only 1,054 
boys to 1,000 girls." This last is almost exactly the same as the 
proportion in the aggregate results of registration in Rhode Island ■ 
in which are included 18,977 births of specified gex. 

In 1858, the preponderance of males is found in every dirisiou 
of the State, except in Newport county* The only town remark- 
able, in all parts of our series of reports, for a large proportion of 
female births, is Warwick. The whole number of mi^le births re-. 
corded in that town, from the beginning of our reports, is 226; the 
female births, are 280. 

CoLOE. — There were one hundred births of colored children, 
reported either as black or mulatto, in the year 1858* Of these, 
7 were in Bristol county; 3 in Kent comity; 17 in Newport coun- 
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ty, all but 3 of» these being io the city of Newport ; 5 in the towas 
of Providence county; 17 ia Washington county; and, lastly, 51, 
or more than half of all^ Iq the city of Providence. The colored 
population has evidently tended yery strongly toward the cities* 
By the census of 1774, Providence contained less than a tenth of 
the colored persons in the colony; at present, it probably contains 
abont half of all in the State, There were 47 colored males born, 
and 53 females* Births in January, 9 ; in February, 7 j in March 
12 1 in April, 7 j in May, 8 ; in June, 8; in July, 11 ; in August, 5 ; 
in September, 9 ; in October, 10 ; in November, 7 ; nn December, 7* 
The parents were generally bom in the United States ; several in 
the Southern States. 



4 



Pabentage, — The inquiry into the parentage of children born 
in onr State is probably the most iutereating one that arises in this 
branch of the subject. The great number of children of foreign 
parents born on our soil, and hence entitled to all the privileges 
of native citizens, and destined to affect the fortunes and shape the 
character of the State, is a topic that ought to be clearly presented 
to the people, and distinctly understood and thoughtfully consid- 
ered by them. On this account, we have in former reports, prepared 
tables designed to show the absolute and proportional numbers of 
births of American and foreign parentage, and of those whose 
parentage was mised, or where only one parent was a native of 
this country. We have exhibited these numbers computed from 
the tables in past reports added together; and have also adverted 
to the varying proportions in the several classes from year to 
year. 

The following shows the proportions for five years ; 
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No. Per caul. 



Fofelffii. 



No. 



Percent. 



Ulxud. 



Ko, I Fer mnt. 



TotBl. 



Ko* Per cent. 



Bristol county... 
Kent county - . , . 
Newport county. 
Townn, Prov. co. 
Providence dty*. 
Washington co. . 

Whola State...,, 



646 
703 

Uim 

X,336 

3,333 

794 



70.2 

68.8 
49.8 

4L4 
64.3 



212 

^3 

525 

1,233 

US 



23.0 
27.5 
24.9 
45.9 
52,1 
12,5 



63 
41 

140 

118 

518 

30 



6,S 
4.0 
6. a 
4.3 
6.5 
3.2 



mi 

1,027 
2,131 
2,723 
8,043 
942 



8,396 



:^.6 > 6,^m 



4L7 



910 



5/7 



15,790 



100.0 
lOO.Q 
100,0 
100,0 
100.0 
lOO-O 



100. 



in 1858, the whole number of births whose parentage is indi- 



cated in the returns is 4,224. 



These were divided in the following 
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proportions: both parents American, 52,9 per cent; both foreign, 
40.8 per cent ; father American and mother foreign, 3,0 per cent ; 
father foreign and mother American, 3.3 per cent The births of 
American parentage were 260 more than in the year 1857, those 
of foreign parentage were 60 less ; those of mixed parentage^ 40 
more ; those of unspecified parentage, 3 less. So the increase in 
number of births over the year before, was mainly confined to the 
American class. In regard to marriages, we shall see that, on the 
contrary, those in the American class considerably diminished, 
while those of the foreigners increased- 

It may be interesting to show the changes in the proportion of 
each class for a few years past. The returns prcvions to 1854, 
were too scanty to be of much value. The follow! Qg have been 
the percentages for five years. 





liiM. 


ISDa. 


1866. 


us;. 


16SS. 


Amevicaii, 


54.7 


53.8 


53.5 


49.6 


52.5) 


Foreigu, 


40.6 


40.5 


40.6 


44.7 


40.8 


Mixed, 


4.7 


5.7 


5.9 


5.7 


6.3 
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This view shows that the ratios of American aod foreign, were 
very nearly the same in 1858 as they had been in the three years 
preceding 1857. In that year, there appears the only remarkable 
variation from the general average, being a decided increase in the 
ratio of foreign parentage* Admixture between the two classes 
would appear to be somewhat increasing, if we can venture to 
judge froQi such scanty materials. This admixture may spring 
from the union of American men with foreign women, or the re* 
verse. In five years, the cases of one kind have been almost 
exactly as numerous as of the other; 456 of the first, and 454 of 
the second. 

The Registration Reports of Massachusetts for three years^ 1855 
to 1857 inclusive, contain the particulars of 97,163 births, of spec- 
ified parentage. A little less than half of these were of purely 
American parentage, — the percentages being as follows : American, 
49-5- foreigners, 44.8 : mixed, 5.7. From this and other parts of 
the results of registralion. we infer that the proportion of for- 
eigners is still greater in that State than in ours. 

The following table shows more minutely tlie nativity of the 
parents of those children whose births were recorded in Rhode 
Island, in the year 1858* It illustrates the proportions of the dif- 
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ferent races among our inhabitantg, especially the great prepon- 
derance of Irish, and also the kinds of admixture which are taking 
place. The aggregates of American and foreign respectiveljj are 
a little lesa than in the previous tables of this report j for the 
reason that, in former tahleSj the cases where the nativity of only 
one parent was reported, were classed according to the nativity of 
that parent; while in the present tables such cases are distin- 
guished, 

PARENTAGE, 185a 





KATITITT 0? M0THKE8. 


Whole 


NATIVITt Of 
FATllKRS. 


Uulfced 
Statot. 


ImUnd. 




Ch^rmatiy. 


Brltii-h 
America. 


Other 


Unkaown 


fttthfirs. 


United Statea 

TreLand 
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42 

62 

4 

Vi 

18 
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72 

1,316 

46 
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6 
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43 

34 

193 

3 

'2 


55 
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16 
5 

X 
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3 
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13 

1 

39 


2,338 

1,409 

338 


Gr«at Britain 

GorillBiTlT .».,,. ^ . « 


Briiish America,** 
OtJiftr foreign ..... 
UnknowQ, *** ,. .. . 


37 
34 






Wbtilo No. mothers 


2,357 


1,453 


273 


56 


53 


14 


55 


4,263 



One third of the men who appear on these records as haying 
had children born within the year, in the whole State, were natives 
of Ireland. In Providence city, the numher of Irish fathers was 
almost exactly equal to that of American fathers } American being 
77I3 and Irish 763; the Irish amounting to 44 per cent of all in 
that city. The proportion of foreign fathers to the whole nnraber 
of fathers, and also that of Irish to foreign fathers, is greater in 
that city than in other parts of the State* The records of parent- 
age contain the names of natiTCS of France, Sweden, Norway, 
HoUandj Prussia^ Poland, Hungary, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Port- 
ugal, the Azores, the West Indies, Siam, China and Australia. 

Season. Our results offer no points of particular interest as to 
the differences between the several seasons. There were 125 
more births in the last than the first half of the year. The four 
qoarters had the following numbers, respectively : first quarter, 
1,050; second quarter, 1,019; third quarter, 1,088; fourth quar- 
ter, 1,106. 

If we add together the numbers recorded in each month for six 
yearSj 1853^ — 1858 inclusive, and calculate the percentage of births 
that occurred within each month, reducing the months to periods 
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of equal leiigtli, so as to ascertaia the actual influence of aeasoi? 
we obtain tlie results which are presented in the following table. 
January had more births in the six years than February ^ but this 
was owing to its having more days for births to occur in; and the 
equalized or ^er £?iem percentage for January is the smallest for 
Eny month, while that of February is full as great as the average* 
Fifteen births, of which the date was not reported, are omitted in 
this table. 

BIRTHS, 1853—1858, iTrcLUHiTB* 



January* . , 
February* . 
March.,. 
April 

June . * . * » 

July 

August. . . 
Sepiember 
Oeiob«ir. . . 

■ Bacfrmber. 

Total-, ^, 



MONTHS. 



NUMBER. 



1,419 
1,3S3 
1,571 
1,448 
l,50tt 
1,460 

1,600 
1,484 
1,553 
1,51S 
1*514 



18,011 



PE* Dl^U PXHCIKTASI, 



7.73 
8.35 
8.56 
8.16 
8,21 
8.28 
8.3? 
8,72 
8.36 
8.46 
8.S5 
8.25 



100 00 
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In our last report, we mentioned that the returns for 1857 showed 
a slight lesBening in the number of marriages. The actual differ- 
ence between the numbers reported ia 1856 and 1S57 amouutcd 
to only nine; but an analysis of the results madn it evident that 
the lessening was real^ and was greater in the actual truth than 
appeared on our recordSj being partly concealed by the improve- 
ment in fullness of the registration. There was good reason to 
believe that this diminution was occasioned by the depressed con- 
dition of business and labor^ following the extraordinary financial 
disturbances of the autumn of 1857. It ought to be mentioned 
hoveyer, that, in MassachugettSj the number of marriages lessened 
each year from 1854 to 185Tj falling off one seventh in the whole 
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three years. In that State, the system of registration has been 
established for many years, and no doubt is more fully carried out 
than in Rhode Island, and the results for successive years may be 
compared together, with more safety. It would seem probable 
that marriages had actually diminished in Massachusetts, for three 
or four years ; and it is impossible to say that the same has not 
been the case in Rhode Island, the registration not having been 
complete enough to show this certainly. 

In examining the tables for 1858, we find a still more decided 
lessening in the number of marriages recorded. The totals for 
four successive years, in the whole State, are as follows : 

1856. 1856. 1857. 1858. 

1,375. 1,535. 1,526. 1,438. 

At the same time, we have many proofs that the registration for 
1858 was more complete than in any former year. 

A more minute inquiry into the particulars of this diminution of 
marriages, may be interesting. First, as to locality. The year 
1858 showed fewer marriages than either of the two preceding 
years, in Kent and Newport counties, in the city of Providence ^d 
in the towns of Providence county. Nearly all the diminution was 
in the city and county of Providence. In the city, this diminution 
was continuous, the numbers for the three successive years running 
thus, 656, 614, and 560, — a falling off of more than one seventh in 
two years. In Bristol and Washington counties, on the other hand, 
more marriages were reported in 1858 than in either of the two 
previous years. In the latter county, this was plainly owing to 
improved registration. In Bristol county, also, there was probably 
some improvement in regard to the returns of marriages of for- 
eigners. The towns of Warwick and Fall River, which have a large 
share of manufacturing labor and foreign population, show fewer 
marriages in 1858 than the year before. Newport city reports 
more. 

Secondly, we may compare the different parts of the year. Every 
month of the year 1858 had fewer marriages, according to the 
returns, than the corresponding month of the year before, with the 
exception of November and December. In each of those two 
months, there were more in 1858 than in 1857. The depressing 
causes which seem to have discouraged matrimony in the last few 
months of 1857, lowering the number of marriages in November 
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and December of that year, very remarkably, would appear to haye 
continued in operation for about twelve months, and then to have 
been followed by a kind of reaction, shown by a decided increase 
of weddings. The number reported for November, 1858, was 
j^reater than in any other month in our whole series of reports. 

In consequence of these fluctuations, the marriages for last year 
were rather peculiarly distributed through the several quarters of 
the year, there being a smaller proportion than common in the 
montljs of April, May and June, and a larger proportion in the 
fourth quarter. The following table shows this, by contrasting the 
proportion in each quarter for the year 1858 with that for each of 
the three years previous, and for the aggregate of five years. 

MARRIAGES. Percentage in the neuercH quarters of the year. 



QUARTERS OF THE YEAR. ' 1865. 

i 


1856. 1867. 


1863-1857, 
inclusiTe. 


1868. 


January— March 

Aoril— Jnne 


20.7 
24.7 
25.3 
29.3 


21.7 21.2 
26.2 25.6 


21.8 
9/^ n 


20.8 
21.8 


•Talv— SeDteraber 


22.1 25.1 i 24.2 
30.0 28.1 , 29.0 


25 


October— December 


32.4 






Total 


100.0 


100.0 : 100.0 1 100.0 


100.0 



Thirdly, the most remarkable point in respect to the diminution 
of marriages is, 'that it was entirely confined to the American 
class. In 1858, there were 88 fewer marriages in the whole State 
than in 1857; marriages of parties born in the United States, 119 
less; of parties both foreign-born, 29 more; of American to foreign 
parties, or mixed marriages, 5 more; of marriages qf persons whose 
nativity was not reported, 3 less. So, in the city of Providence, 
the American marriages were 101 less than the year before ; foreign 
marriages were 39 more ; and Irish marriages were 23 more. It 
would be interesting to know the reasons for this difference be- 
tween the statistics for the two classes, and this decided increase 
of foreign marriages, in the face of a remarkable interruption of 
those kinds of labor which employ a large part of our foreign pop- 
ulation. The facts seem to illustrate the improvidence of a great 
part of the foreign laborers, and to show that they were much less 
generally deterred from assuming the new responsibilities of mar- 
riage than the employers, the traders and more educated inhabit 
tants of the city and villages, tp which the diminution we are con- 
sidering was almost confined. 

The proportion of marriages in whfoh l)oth parties were born in 
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this country was smaller in 1858 than in any year since 1855. The 
percentages of purely American marriages have been as follows, 
for five years : 



1854. 


18S6. 


1886. 


1867. 


1868. 


67.26. 


58.71. 


61.24. 


65.24. 


60.81 



Their proportion had increased every year since 1855, till the 
year we are now considering, and then fell very considerably. The 
percentage of marriages in which both parties were foreign-born, 
in 1858, was 29.43; marriages of American males to loreign 
females, 5.30 per cent. ; of foreign males to American females, 4.46 
per cent. The foreign were more numerous than the American, in 
no place except Fall River, where there were only six marriages 
of couples both born in this country, and forty-nine where both 
were born in other countries. All but thirteen of the marriages 
in that town are returned as marriages of non-residents ; the Cath- 
olic priest there evidently enjoying a considerable popularity in 
the adjacent part of Massachusetts. 

The following table shows the proportions of American, foreign, 
and mixed nativity, among those married within five years past, in 
each division of the State. By mixed nativity, we mean cases 
where one of the parties was born in this country, and the other in 
some foreign country. Cases where the nativity of both the parties 
was unspecified, are omitted. 

MARRIAGES. 1854—1858. Inclusive. 



DITISIONS or THS 
STATE. 



American. 



No. 



Bristol county. . . 
Kent county .... 
Newport county. 
Towns, Prov. co. 
Providence city.. 
Wasllington co. . 

Whole State ! 4,2G5 



233 
478 
465 
1,104 
1,587 
398 



Per cent. 



76.7 
82.0 
54.4 
66.3 
53.3 
S8.9 



62.4 



Foreign. 



No. Per cent. 



45 

80 

309 

417 

1,083 

27 



1,961 



14.8 
13.7 
36.2 
25.1 
36.4 
6.0 



28.7 



No. Per cent. 



26 
25 
80 
144 
308 
23 



8.5 
4.3 
9.4 
8.6 
10.3 
5.1 



606 



8.9 



Total. 



No. 



304 
583 
854 
1.665 
2,978 
448 



6,832 



Percent. 



100.0 
lOO.O 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 



100.0 



A comparison of this table with corresponding ones in earlier 
reports, will show that the differences between the several portions 
of the State are lessening ; the proportion of foreign marriages, as 
reported, having increased in all other parts beside Providence. 
Much of this is undoubtedly owing to improved registration. The 
marriages of the more favored and more educated classes were 
more f\x\\y reported, in the earlier periods of registration ; as the 
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objects of the law become better uaderstood, all classes come more 
ftilly within the reach of its beneficent operations. 

The Registration Reports of Massachusetts have contained, in 
three years, 1855 — 1857 inclusive, a total of 36,333 marriages. 
Of 730 of these, the nativities were not reported. The propor- 
tions, in those which were reported, were as follows : American, 
56.2 per cent. ; foreign, 35.6 per cent. ; mixed, American and for- 
eign, 8.2 per cent. The proportion of foreign marriages is con- 
siderably larger than in our State. In the city of Boston, the for- 
eign were a good deal more numerous than the American marriages, 
in each of these years. 

In all portions of this State, the marriages of Irish form the great- 
er part of those of foreign nativity. In the city of Providence, the 
men of foreign birth who were married, were 235; Irish, 162; 
other foreign, 73. In the aggregate of all other parts of the State, 
the foreign males married, were 249, Irish, 155, other foreign, 94. 
The marriages of Germans occurred mostly in Smithfield and War- 
ren; those of Canadians, mostly in Cumberland. The following 
table shows the precise nativity of the persons married in the whole 
State, in the year 1858. It illustrates the kinds of intermarriage 
between natives of different countries. 

MARRIAGES. 1858. 



NATIVrrY OF 
MALES. 


United 
States. 


Ireland. 


NATDTn 

Great 
Britain. 


TT OP FK 

British 
America. 


OALES. 
Qermany. 


Other 
foreign. 


Unknown 
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number 
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United States 

Ireland 


865 
17 
33 
7 
1 
6 
3 


38 
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20 

"5 

2 


29 

4 

52 

*i 

2 


8 
2 
4 
8 
1 
1 


1 
22 


3 


4 
3 

'4 


945 
317 


Great Britain 

British America... 
Germany 


109 
15 
31 


Other foreign 

Unknown 


12 
9 






Whole No. females 


932 


356 


88 


24 


23 


4 


11 


1,496 



The table shows that, in 865 cases, both parties married were 
born in the United States ; in 291 cases, both were born in Ireland; 
in 17 cases, the man was born in Ireland, and the woman in the 
United States, and in 38 cases, it was the other way, &c. The 
records of marriages contain the names of natives of France, 
Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Switzerland, Manilla, the Azores, and 
the West Indies. 

Age.— -The age at which persona of either sex are marrv^d.^ \s^ ^ 
subject of much interest. We have prepared m^«Ai% o^ \J\\iaNx^- 
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ting it more fully in this report than in any which Imve preceded. 
We have formerly calculated only the percentages of each sex 
whose marriage fell within each divisional period of life. This is 
the easier mode to- compute ; but the results are not so easily used 
for purposes of comparison, as a statement of the average age at 
marriage. This average has accordingly been calculated for 1858. 
As the average for each division of the State was obtained sepa- 
rately, and a comparison between the several divisions may be- 
come interesting in the course of time, we will show these aggre- 
gates and averages in tabular form. In this table, no distinction 
is made between first and subsequent marriages. 

AGES* AT MARRIAGE. 1858. 



DIVISIONS OP THE 




MALES. 


I 


Number at 
giten ages. 


FEMALES. 

Aggregate 
age. 




STATE. 


Number at 
given ages 


age. 


Average 
age. 


Average 
age. 


Bristol county 

Kent coanty 


75 
129 
193 
334 
560 
126 


2.040 
3.311 
5,395 
9.131 
15,850 
3,594 


27.20 
25.67 
27.95 
27.34 
28.30 
28.65 


75 
129 
193 
334 
5(30 
125 


1,715 ' 
3,009 1 
4,669 ! 
7,895 i 
13,702 i 
2,986 1 

a3,976 ! 


22.87 
23.33 


Viewport county 

Towns, Prov. county. . 

Providence city 

Washington county . . 


24.19 
23.64 
24.47 
23.80 


Whole State 


1.417 


39.321 


27.75 


M16 


24.^ 







In the city of Newport, the average age of the males married, 
was 27.70; of females, 24.43. Taking, for the purpose of broad 
contrast, the city of Providence on one hand, and all the rest of 
the State on the other, we find the average for Providence nearly 
a year greater than in the rest of the State. In the aggregate of 
all parts of the State, out of Providence city, the average age at 
marriage was, for males, 27.39 ; for females 23.68. 

The next table exhibits the per centaore of marriages in each 
perjodof life, for 1858, for the two sexes separately, and in such 
a manner as to contrast the city of Providence with the remainder 
of the State. It of course shows the diflferent peculiarities of the 
city more in detail. We see that the proportion of marriages 
within each period under twenty-five, for the male sex, is less in 
Providence than in the remainder of the State, the difference at 
the ages under twenty being quite considerable. In the female 
sex, the marriages of persons under twenty years of age are de- 
cidedly less frequent in Providence than out yf it ; but between 
twenty and thii1;y,the proportion is greater in the city. 
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I 



I 



AUless 



Females 



•i 



Whole State . 

ProvideQco vky,* 
Rest of the Stute. 



4.4 
3.2 



! Whole State .. 34,9 

IFrovMence city I IS . 1 

IRest of Ihe Slate. , . , . , i 3d,d 



25 to 30 30 to 



41.1 
33. 1 
42.4 

42.2 
45.0 
403 



27.9 
28.4 

27,5 

18.7 
23.2, 
16.5 



4040to6050*oTer. Total, 



17.3 
IS 5 
16,6 

9.6 
9.1 
9.9 



5.4 
6.3 
4,8 

3.3 
3.2 
3.4 



3.9 
4.5 
3-6 



100.0 
lOO.O 
100.0 



La 100.0 
1.4 i 100 .0 
1.3 I 100.0 



Marriages at a very early age appear to have been somewhat less 
frequent in 1858 than in previous years. No girls were married 
whose reported age wasleaa than 14; and only one acknowledged 
that age; her husband's age was 30. Ten brides were aged 15; 
and thirty-nine were aged 16. In the city of Providence, ten were 
aged 16 ; none were reported as younger than that* Three females 
were married^ foi' the first time^ at ages over 60 j the oldest single 
female married being 57* The oldest couple were a widower aged 
79, and a widow aged 77. 

The proportion of very early marriages iB considerably smaller 
in Massachusetts than in Rhode Island. This difference was noticed 
in a former report^ and there is good reason to beliere that it is 
constant. I do not know how to explain it. In the year 1857, the 
percentage of males married in Massachusetts under twenty years 
old, was only 1.6 ; that of females married under twenty was 22.7. 
In Rhode Island, in 1858, aa shown by our last table, the percent- 
ages were, for males 44, and for females 24.9. 

Number op the marriage. — ^The following table shows the 
number of times that each person had been married. 

NUMBER OF THE MARRIAGE. 185S. 



I 



' MALKa, 


FEMALES. 


Vdhdak of *ras MiitRiiai. 


Whote 


?i|jVfiEa or M.XKKAti%. 


Krat. 


Becoua. 


Thiia 


FOUTth. 


Not stated. 


Dumber 


Ftm.... 

SecoTiil. 

Third 

Fourth 

Not stfttecK... „. 


1,083 

170 

>3 

1 


7^ 

m 

8 

i 


3 
4 
3 

I 


-- 


2 

1 

13 


1,160 

238 

24 

2 

14 


Whole So. Fttnaien 


IM7 


143 


11_ 




16 


1,438 



The proportion of first marriages of both parties was a very 
little larger in 1858 than in 1857, being each year about 76 per 
tsenL of all. It is a lifctle smaller iu Providence city than in other 
parts of the State, Subsequent, mitrria^j^^e^ are more frerpient in the 
male than the female sex. 
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DEATHS. 

The number of deaths recorded in each of the last four years 
has been as follows : 

1856. 18M. 1857. 1858. 

1,846. 2,042. 2,325. 2,616. 

There has been a steady increase in the reported mortality; but 
there is good reason to believe that, in the year 1857, this increase 
depended on improvement in the completeness of registration, and 
there were not really more deaths in that year than the year before. 
In our present report, we cannot ascribe the excess for the year 
now before us to any such cause. There was indeed some gain in 
the fullness of registration, but some of our most fatal diseases were 
also unusually destructive in 1858, and probably there were really 
more deaths than in the previous year. The number of deaths is 
greater than has ever been registered in any manner in any former 
year. If we may judge from the reports of Providence city, which 
contains so large a proportion of the population as to be generally 
a fair index of the whole State, the mortality was greater in 1854, 
when cholera was epidemic, than in any year since ; and was less 
in 1857 than in any one of the last five years. 

The City Registrar estimates the proportion of deaths to popu- 
lation, in Providence, in 1858, as being a little more than two deaths 
in a hundred inhabitants, — or one death in 49.42 of the population. 
This is very nearly the average proportion for four years past. 

The ratio of the deaths reported in 1858 to the population in 
1850 was as follows, in different portions of the State : 

In Bristol county, one death to 72 inhabitants. 

In Kent county, " " 64 " 

In Newport county, " "58 " 

In towns of Providence county, " " 64 '* 

In Providence city, " " 41 " 

In Washington county, ^* "91 " 
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There were 291 more deaths report ed, in the whole State, in 
1858 than in 1857; in Bristol county^ 29 h.^s ^ in Kent county, 22 
less; in Newport county, 28 more ; in the towns of Providence county, 
117 note; in the city of Providence, 92 mOTB ; in Washington 
cotinty, 105 more. The only part of this increase which wag un- 
questionably, to a considerable exteiit, caused by improved regie- 
tration, is that in Washington county ; the principal increase in the 
actual mortality was probably in Providence county. 



Season, — We find the increase of deaths in 1858 was wholly in 
the first eight months of tbe year* Each of the last four months 
had fewer deaths tban the corresponding month of the preceding 
year. Neither of the two years has shown so great an excess of 
mortality in the hot months^ from July to Octoberj as is usually 
observed, August takes the lead in the year 1858, as it generally 
does; but it is almost equaled by April. Influenza and some kin- 
dred affections were quite fatal toward the close of 1857; and 
scarlatina became epidemic and severely destructive in some places, 
especially in Newport, near tbe end of that year, causing the pecu* 
liar distribution of deaths through the several seasons* Scarlatina 
and measles continued very fatal in Providence and Newport 
counties, in the earlier part of 1858* The deaths in the four quar- 
ters of these two years were as follows : 

^^^^^ January —March J 51Sj <i88, 

^^^P April—June, 45S, G58, 

^^^^ July— September, 640, 699, 

^^^ October — December, 719^ 571. 

I Thro 
H amount 
P In ot 



Through the first tlu-ee quarters of the year, the excess in 1858 
amonnted to 439, or nearly 50 a month. 

In our last report, we showed, by a tabic, what percentage of all 
the deaths fell within each quarter of the year, in each of the five 
years, 1853 to 1857 inclusive. The following table gives the per- 
centages for the aggregate of those five years, and in comparison 
with them, those for 1858* Every year added to tbe numbers used 
in computation gives us more nearly a correct general average for 
our State; unless it be a year in which some ejstraordinary cause 
has produced some great peculiarities in the mortality of the sev- 
aml seasons. Such a cause occurred in the cholera of 1S54, in 
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which year more than forty per cent, of all the deaths occurred in 
July, August and September. 

PERCENTAGE OF DEATHS IN EACH QUARTER. 





1858-1867. 


18S8. 


January — ^March, 


22.79 


26.29 


April — June, 


20.53 


25.16 


July — September, 


31.93 


26.71 


October — ^December, 


24.15 


21.84 

* 



Total, 100.00 100.00 

Of the individual months, each of the first six months had a 
higher percentage in 1858 than the average for the five years pre- 
vious ; each of the last six months had a lower percentage, excepting 
only December. 

The proportions for the several months would be slightly altered, 
if we introduced a correction to make up for the diflferences in 
length of the months. We give, in the following table, the number 
of deaths in each month for the aggregate of six years ; together 
with the per diem percentage for each month. Eleven deaths are 
omitted, on account of the months they occurred in not having 
been specified. 



DEATHS 


. 1853-1858, 


nschViiYX. 


Months 




PiB Dm PmoBiTAai. 


January, 


922 


7.68 


February, 


885 


8.12 


March, 


971 


8.09 


April, 


897 


7.72 


May, 


850 


7.08 


June, 


794 


6.84 


July, 


1,007 


8.39 


August, 


1,406 


11.71 


September, 


1,214 


10.45 


October, 


1,008 


8.39 


November, 


899 


7.74 


December, 


933 


7.79 



Total, 11,786 100.00 

Age. One of the most interesting differences between the year 
1858 and that which preceded it, was in the proportionate mortal- 
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lity at different ages. The earlier year was the most fatal to old 
persons, much more so than usual; while^ in 1858, the deaths of 
cliildren were in higher proportion than common. Nearly all the 
excess of 1858 over 185T was in the deaths of young persons ; the 
excess being, in the deaths of children under a year old, 80; from 
one to two years old^ 72 ; from two to five, 90; total at ages under 
five, 242, Ui^er ten years old, the excess amounted to 279 ; and 
under twenty, to 297. At ages over twenty, there were 10 less 
deaths in 1858; and at unspecified ages, 4 more. 

The following table exhibits the percentages of deaths occurring 
ID the several periods of age, for each of the five years past. Un- 
specified ages are excluded. 



I 



PeRIODi 0^ LiFK. 


1854. 


1855. 


1BS6. 


18S7- 


1858. 


Under I . . . 


14.0 
10.9 
J0.2 


17,9 

11.1 

9.2 


17.0 
9.5 
11.4 


17.3 
9.0 
9.4 


18.5 


1 nud nader 2. ........ . 


11.6 


2 '* 5 


11.7 






All under 5... 

&ftnd under 10 

10 ** 20 

20 " 30 

30 " 40 .. 

40 " m 

50 " 60 .., 

flO ** 70.. 

70 " 80 

80 '' 90 

yO and ovtr ....*...... 


35 1 

4.r» 

5.9 
U.8 
lO.tf 
9.7 
rt.5 
5.0 
5.B 
3.8 
.7 


38.2 

4.1 

5.U 

10.0 

8.2 

7a 

7.8 
7.0 
6.6 
4.9 
l.l 


38.8 

7.0 

9.5 
8.0 
7.1 
6.9 
5.1 
7.1 
4.1 
.8 


36.6 

4.9 
6.t 
10.0 
8.3 
#.0 
6.0 
6.7 
7.8 
4.0 
1.2 


41.8 

5.8 
6.1 

7.6 
7.2 
6.6 

e.i 

00 

6.8 

4.3 

.8 






Total. 


100.0 


100.0 


100. 


lOO.O 


100,0 



This table, to any who will examine it, illustrates strikingly the 
differences between the successive years. Each has had its pecu* 
liarities, the reasons of which might be ascertained by a more 
minute analysis, and have been more or less perfectly explained in 
our former reports* We see the high mortality within the most 
vigorous and productive age of life, in the year 1854, when cholera 
was epidemic; the increased proportion of deaths of children in 
the two following years ; the unusual fatality among aged persons 
in 1857, which was a subject of remark in oar last report j and 
lastl)', the high rate of mortality among children in the year 1858, 
higher than in cither of the former years, at each period of life 
below five. 

In Providence^ the proportion of deaths in childhood is uniformly 
found to be higher than in the State at large. In that city, more 
than a fifth (20,5 per cent.) of the deaths in 1858, were in the first 
year of life; and nearly one-half, (45.3 percent.) were under five* 
8 
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In Massachusetts, m the five years, 1853 to 1857^ inclusiYe, the 
deaths nader one year old were 20*S per cent, and those under 
five were 39.7 per cent,, of all at specified ages. In the same 
period, in Boston, those under one year were 242 per cent., and 
those under five were 47.7 per cent 

The average age at death is shown in our first preliminary table. 
As might be inferred from what we have said, it waa considerably 
smaller in 1858 than usual. It was less by two years and a half 
than in 1857 ; and less by a year and three-quarters than in the 
average of all reports previous to the present. The grand average, 
in the whole six /bars of Rhode Island registration, is 27-82 qtM 
nearly twenty-eight years. The average age at death, in Maasa^ ™ 
chusetts, in the three years, 1855, 1856 and 1857, was 27.27. 

We have mentioned in former reports some of the circumstances I 
that influence the average longevity in different parts of our State* . 
It is greater in the agricultural portions, sraallest in the principal 
city and the towns adjacent to it, and in those manufacturing vil- 
lages that contain the most foreign laborers with their families. 
In the year 1858, the average for Providence, was almost precisely 
twenty-four years. In each of the three adjacent towns. North Provi- 
dence, Johnston and Cranaton,it was smaller than that Only o&6h 
other town, Westerly, had so small an averagCj and the returns ™ 
from that town were probably quite incomplete. It is well known 
that the towns contiguous to Providence, contain a large popnla- H 
tion which is directly dependent for support on the business of 
that city, and is in great degree allied to that part of the city 
population which is most disposed to multiply by births, and placed 
under the least favorable circumstances for health.* The reported 
average for the towns of Providence county is a little greater than 
that for the city, a little more than twenty-four years and a half; 
that for Newport county is twenty-nine years ; that for each of thafl 
other thi-ee counties is about thirty-two* The contrast between 
agricultural regions and manufacturing villages, has been shown by 
the division of Tiverton into two towns j the town that still re- 
tains that name presenting an average longevity more than twice 
as great as that of Fall River. 



*In one of these soburbaa districts in the im mediate neigtiborhood of large mannf^c- 
tonog eetabljshments, There were fifty births ia sercnty-ouo families, In 1358. That mto 
in Providence, in 1855. (the yaar of the last censusj would I|#T« given mors than foar i 
times as many birtha as actuallj took place. 
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The average age at death is pretty unifomilj greater amoiij 
females thaii males* In the year before us, thia difference waa un- 
commonly marked^ amounting to almost five years, 
I The inflaence of race on longevity, in our community^ haa been 
illuatrated very clearly in the registration reports of Providence 
city. The average age at death among persons of American par- 
entage, is much greater than among those of foreign parentage j 
in 1858j it was not moch less than twice as greatj the average 
beingj in the American class, 31.07, in the foreign class, 16.78. 
This difference is greatest in the months when summer complaints 
are prevalcntj as seen by the following figures ; 





AuglLBt. 


SeptBEaber. 


Average age, American parentage. 


21.43 


34.31 


** " Foreign '' 


7.08 


6.88 



» 



The colored race presents a somewhat higher average than the 
white* But in Providence, the mean longevity of white persons 
of American pirentage who died in 1858, was greater than that of 
the colored. The City Registrar's report says : " Deducting the 
average age of the colored persons from the whole number of 
American parentage, it gives an average age to the white Ameri- 
can persons who died, more than two years greater than that of 
the colored," 

Some of the particulars in regard to deaths at the age of ninety 
or over have been noted for a few years past In 1858, twenty 
such deaths were recorded* In four years past, there have been 
82; males, 33; females, 49; at the age of 90, twenty-two j at 91, 
seventeen; at 92, thirteen; at 93, six; at 94, eight; at 96, two; 
at 96, one; at 97, four; at 98, three; at 99, 100, 101, 103, 105, 
108j each one. Deaths in summer, thirteen; in each of the other 
three seasonSj twenty-three. One of these deaths was ascribed 
to each of the following causes, erysipelas, disease of the heart, 
dropsy, dysentery^ senile gangrene, paralysis ; two to each of the 
following, cancer, influenza, pneumonia; all the rest was attributed 
to old age. The only centenarian whose death was recorded in 
1858, was a female servant, a widow, born in Africa, who died in 
Newport, in May, at the age of 105» 

Parentage and nativity. — The nativity of the parents of those 
who died is specified raore frequently in the returns for 1858, than 
previously* The claaaiflcation by parentage ia uiiio^fc^'^^^ l^st 
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more instructive thaa that by the nativity of the deceased, for 
reasons which have been shown in former reports. This point is 
admirably illustrated in a special article on the subject, in the last 
report of the City Registrar of Providence. The difference is 
more important in the registration of cities than of country towns. 
We have thought the present year a favorable time for introducing 
the claasification by parentage into the general abstract which 
forms oar first preliminary table; as the last report contained a 
recapitulation of all the results of registration up to that time^ 
and the present one may therefore be considered as beginGing a 
new series. We are pleased therefore, to find that the term, par- 
entagCj has more generally been correctly understood, and the 
returns are more full on this point than ever before. 

The deaths of persons of American parentage^ were 213 mort^ 
in 1858 than in 185T; of foreign parentage, 291 more^ of unspeci- 
fied parcntagCj 213 less. As the foreign parentages form consider- 
ably less than half, the increase of mortality was much the greatest, 
proportionally^ in that class- In the towns of Providence county, 
the deaths of foreign parentage outnumber the American* In 
Providence city, those io the two classes are very nearly equal. 
In all other divisions of the State, the deaths of Americans are 
much the most numerous. 

In 18oSj there were 1^428 deaths of American parentage, that is, 
of persons ^whosefathen weve stated to be natives of the United 
States ; 762 of Irish parentage ; 155 English and Scotch ; 19 British 
American; 18 German; 7 "Frenchj" (some of them French Cana- 
dian;) 4 Norwegian; 3 West Indian; 2 Dutch; 2 Italian; 1 each, 
Swiss, Spanish, Portuguese^ and African, (the latter being the cen- 
tenarian;) 2 were only specified as of foreign parentage. 

lu thi*ee years past, the deaths of specified parentage have been, 
American, 3,438; foreigD, 2,293; or about three American to two 
foreign* The percentages are rery nearly as follows : American, 
60 per cent ; all foreign^ 40 per cent. ; Irish, 31 per cent. In the 
same three years^ the percentages in Providence city have been : 
American, 52.41; all foreign, 4T.59; Irish, 38,08. 

The following table shows the numbers of persons of American 
and foreign nativity who died io 1858, in the several divisions of 
the State. 
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IttVHlOIlB OF TBI BfAM^ 


AiDodoftn. 


Mill. 


Other fertlgn. 


NotupHifled. 


TotaJ. 


Bristol countv .,..».> * . * 


110 
217 

578 
826 

im 


4 

6 

21 

103 

150 

2 


3 

U 

20 

41 

2 


1 

5 

3 

12 

is 


118 
234 
344 
722 
1,017 
181 


Kent county. ,,-. 

l^ewport fouDtj. . ♦ , **. 

PTOTidenco cUy , . , 

WasbfngUin county. . . , 


Whole State 


2,202 


286 


m 


36 


2,ei6 



The whole number of deaths of persons whose nativitj was 
specified as foreign, was 378. Percentages^ (omitting the unspeci- 
fied,) American^ 85.35; foreigUj 14*65* The *' other foreign/' in 
the above table were as follows : oatires of England and Scotland, 
65; of British America, 13; of Grerman States, 7; Norway, 2; 
Africa^ 2; Holland, West Indies and South America, each L 

The proportion of deaths of persona of foreign nativity was less 
than it has been in any year for at least five years past j but that 
of foreign parentage was greater than in 1857* This shows the 
increasing importanoe of recording aad examining the distinction 
of parentage^ since the mortality in foreign families, among the 
young children in such families particularly, has increased, while 
that of actual natives of foreign coontries has lessened. The san- 
itary condition of the greater part of the Irish population especially, 
is peculiar, difi'erent from that of the generality of the American 
families* But as immigration has lessened, while the adults of 
foreign birth show remarkable marrying and reprodnctive capacity, 
it follows that the infiuence of this peculiar sanitary condition, as 
recorded in the lists of mortality, must be sought among the child- 
ren of foreigners, born here. The full development of this idea 
is one of the most valuable points in the excellent reports of the 
City Registrar of Providence* The whole subject is indeed much 
more important in relation to the sanitary state of cities. But our 
present report shows that it is also of interest in some other parts 
of the State, mostly in Providence county, and especially in those 
towns which are contiguous to Providence, 

CoLOB. There were 83 deaths of colored persons registered in 
1858, being 17 less than the births of colored children* The males 
were 40; females, 37. Fifty of these were in the city of Provi- 
dence, Their average agCj in that city, was 29,30 years; bi all 
other parts of the State, 38*13 j in the whole State^ 32,68, 
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Sex* There was ie 1858^ as usually, a greater number of female 
than male deaths^ in the State* In the city of PrOYidence, on the 
other hand, there are mare deaths of males in a series of years, 
though not in 1858, This difference between cities and States has 
been noticed elsewhere^ and is difficult to account for* In Provi- 
dence, there were more male deaths among the foreign population, 
and more female deaths among those of American parentage, in 
1858. Again, the male sex is more liable to death in early child- 
hood. Both of these facts would tend to turn the nearly equipoised 
balance of mortality between the seseSj since there are in cities 
more families of immediately foreign descent, and also more deaths 
of young children, than in the same population in couatry towns. 
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Of the 2,616 deaths registered in 1858, 2,320 have some cause 
assigned. This leaves about one-ninth without specified causes, 
being not very far from the aTerage proportion in past years. We 
think the improvement in this part of the registration is shown in 
a more correct use of terms, rather than in the number of deaths 
for which some cause is named. There is, however, a great margiu 
of error inseparable from such statistical results, when drawn from 
different towns, where different views of disease, and modes of 
using terms, prevail among physicians. Our State has probably as 
good a law on this subject as exists in any of the States, and one 
which could not well be materially improved, in the present state 
of society. It remains for physicians to do their duty in certify ing, 
as accurately aa possible, the causes of deaths that take place in 
their practice. By so doing, they will only be meeting the State 
government half-way, in the maintenance of a system which ought 
to interest them professionally, and which is intimately connected 
with the general welfare. 
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Wo present the usual tables, go tbe subject of causes of death, 
iUustratLDg the facts iu regard to the several causes, for the year 
1858, in conucctioQ with age, sex, season and locality. The num- 
bers of either sex who died by every cause, in each month of the 
year, aad in each of twelve divisioual periods of life, may be learned 
by an esaminatioa of Table YlH. (pp. Ifi— 23.) And in Table IX. 
(ppi 24 — 30,) the several causes are classified, and the absolute 
and proportional numbers of deaths, by each class of causes, and 
each of the more important single causes, in each one of the six 
divisions of the State, and in the entire State^ are shown. 

The class of zymotic diseases is the most interesting to study, 
both on account of their offering the most considerable variations 
in successive yeara, and being also considered an important teat of 
, the comparative healthiness of places. We still use the term in 
the sense indicated in the second report, as implying diseases 
which are liable to be produced and kept up by causes introduced 
from without, and tending to infect the whole mass of blood, pro- 
ducing various general and local symptoms. The analogy of such 
causes to ferments, and of their effects to the process of fermenta- 
tion excited in considerable amounts of liquid by the introduction 
a£ a very minute principle of change, has given rise to the term 
zymotic^ derived from the Greek word signifying ferment. This 
analogy must however be considered as very incomplete ; and per- 
haps the term was introduced into the language of registration 
from views which were hastily and incorrectly drawn from chemi- 
cal theory, to explain pathological facts \ but its general adoption 
shows that it has a lasting value, as embodying an important idea 
in the classification of diseases. As we use it in our classification, 
it IS equivalent to epidemic, endemic and contagious diseases^ inclu- 
ding those which are produced by inoculation, and some also which 
are rarely epidemic, or frequently destructiye without any proof of 
zymotic luiluencc. Under this head we may name croup and diar- 
rhoea ■ the first as being rarely epidemic here^ though frequent as a 
sequel or complication of some epidemics ; and the second as often 
caused by ordinary exposures or imprudences, and also frequently 
fatal in the chronic form, which has no claim to a place in this class. 
Thb class of diseases is charged with about 30 per cent, of all 
the deaths by specified causes. This is very nearly the proportion 
in the aggregate of all past reports* The percentage of deaths 
by zymotics rose as high as 3 1, 19 in the year 1854, when cholera 
was epidemic; and in 1856, it was about 31.50* luMw^^'s^^j^W^^vxa^ 
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the proportion aasigEed to zymotics, in sixteen years and eight 
monthSj beginning with the commencement of the registration re- 
ports, and ending with the year 1851, was not quite 29 per cent., 
and for the five years, 1853 — 57, it was but twenty-seven and a 
half per cent. In England^ for two years, 1856 and 1857^ it was 
about twenty-one per cenL And the term zymotic is made to in- 
clude some few diseases in the reports of England and Massachu- 
setts, which we do not class under it. 

The percentage due to zymotics varies in diEFerent parts of this 
State, Generally, in a aeries of years, our compact city will 
probably be found to report the highest proportion of deaths by 
these diseases. This would be iu accordance with experience 
elsewhere* But it is not so in the returns for the last two years* 
We have seen reason, in former parts of the present report, for 
supposing that the towns bordering on Providence suffer in regard 
to healthfulness, by the overflow of its population. Much of this 
overflow consists of .elements not best fitted for sanitary improve- 
ment, and likely to offer worse results to the statistical inquirer 
on account of being out of reach of the well administered health- 
regulations of the city* The high proportion of foreign popula- 
tion in these towns, and the low average age at death, are 
mentioned elsewhere ; and we find the proportion of deaths by 
zymotic diseases, if we may trust our reports, higher in these towns 
in each of the last three years than in Providence, Newport, also, 
shows a high ratio of zymotics in 1858. 

These diseases are most fatal in childhood, and comprise most 
of the great destroyers of infancy. Thus, in the year now under 
examioatiouj the deaths by zymotics at ages under five, amounted 
to 503, being five-sevenths of all the deaths by these diseases, and 
considerably more than half of all the deaths by known causes at 
that age* Of the deaths between fire and ten years of age, a good 
deal more than half were attributed to zymotics* In the aggregate 
of previous registration, these were charged with somewhat more 
than half the deaths in each of these two periods of early life- 
The sexes suffer almost equally from zymotic diseases, taken as a 
whole. In six years and seven months, there have been 3,4X3 
deaths attributed to these diseases; males, 1,693; females, 1,707; 
of unspecified sex, 13- 

The zymotic diseases most fatal in infancy, naturally divide 
themselves into two groups, widely differing in their habitudes, 
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and wMcb give character, bj their varying preTaleacej to the mor- 
tality of different aeasons and yeara* The group of what are com- 
monly called Bummer-complaiots were most destructive in the 
earlier years of our registration. But, for a year or two past, the 
greater amount of loss of life has been produced by another set 
of discascSj which prevail moat in the cooler parts of the year. 
These diseases are scarlatina^ measles^ croupf hooping cough. The 
deaths by the four diseases named, in 1868, were 39 1^ more than 
half of all the deaths by zymotica, and full one-sixth of all the 
deaths by specified causes* 
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Seadatimi^ — Tha results of our registration of deaths by this 
difiease^ for five years past, are shown by a table. We have not 
included those earlier than 1854, for several reasons of convenience^ 
arising from changes which have been made in the details of the 
registry and tables. By means of this table wo can trace the 
periods of prevalence and decline of this disease, in the State 
taken aa a whole, through each month for five successive years, and 
also in the several divisions of the State, for each entire year. 
But before 1856, the registration in many country towns wag very 
deficient. We also see its comparative frequency, as a cause of 
death, in each month, each sex, and each period of life. The whole 
number of males was 362, of females^ 344; the deaths of males 
not preponderating so much as they do in the total number of 
deaths, from all causes, in the first five years of life, and only about 
as much "as the births of males exceed those of females. 

In the whole five years, the disease was more fatal in March 
than in any other month, and least so in September, its monthly 
mortality increasing as we go in either direction from September. 
It began to be unusually fatal in November, 1857, and continued 
so through the first half of 1S58, In the first six months of that 
year, it caused 173 deaths, the greatest namber being in February- 
Most of these deaths were in the counties of Newport and 
Providence, 

In Newport county, the disease was very seyere from the autumn 
of 1857 to the following spring. The deaths in that county were, 
in November, 1857, 13; in December, 15; in January, 1858^ 22; 
February, 19; March, 16, Of the 75 deaths in that county in 
1858, 68 were in Newport city, 3 in Pall River, 2 in Middle town, 
and 2 in Tiverton. In the city of Newport, there were 20 in Jan- 
uary, 19 in February, 14 in March, 4 in April, 2 in May, 7 in June, 
2 in August. Adding 25 which occurred in the last two months of 
1857, we have, in eight successive months, a total of 91 deaths by 
scarlatina, in a population of 10,000 persons, contaiaiag probably 
somewhat more than 1000 children under five years old. In 185T 
and 1858 together, there were 105 deaths in that city by this 
disease, 29 in the first ward, 20 in the second, 18 in the tbirrl, 8 
in the fourth, 29 in the fifth, and 1 in Newport AgyiuDi. 

This loss of life, very large to be caused by one disease in a 
single season* is -rendered still more sad to the student of these 
melancholy records of mortality, by noticing the frequent instances 
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in which the same family was afflicted by it more than once. Wc 
notice seven cases in Newport where two children died in the same 
familyj aod one where four perished, within three weeks of one 
another, children of Irish parents. 

In the city of Providence there were 72 deaths by scarlatina^ in 
1858, scattered through all the months except September, rising to 
16 in April and 10 in May, in no other month exceeding 8* There 
were 30 more than in 1857, but only half so many as in 1856* The 
City Registrar estimates that there were 1500 cases of the disease 
IQ 1858- In other parts of Providence county, there were proba- 
bly as many deaths, though but 61 were reported, owing perhaps 
to defective registration. Of these, 48 were in the three towns 
adjoining Providence, 21 in Cranston, 16 in Johnston and II in 
North Providence* These deaths, like those- in the city, were 
immeroiis in the first &ve months of the year, Tiz: in January 5, 
in February 5, in March 9, in April 6, ia May 6. Btit they exhibit 
a special outbreak in November and December, there being 8 
deaths in November, and 11 in December, of which 8 were in 
Cranston and 9 in Johnston* The epidemic was very severe in the 
suburban parts of these two towns, during those two months, and 
will no doubt appear in their returns for the early months of 1859, 

In 1858, the parentage of all but 22 who died of scarlatina was 
reported, and there were, of American fathers 139^ foreign 73. In 
two years past, there were, American 222, foreign 129. The pro- 
portion of American parentage is 63 in a hujidred, while for all 
deaths of specified parentage, it is 61 in a hundred, so that the 
deaths by acarlatina are a very little more frequent proportionally 
among the families of American origin than are deaths of all sorts* 
We have before this had occasion to notice that scarlatina did not 
appear to follow the same law as our destructive summer-diseases 
of children, in its common choice of victims. In the words of the 
City Hegistrar of Providence, *' it seems thus far to baffle all sani- 
tary investigation, and bid defiance to all sanitary precautions. 
Unlike most other epidemics, it visi|;s equally the city and the 
country; the solitary farm-house and the thriving village; the hiU 
and the valley ; and often exhibits its most terrific power where, 
judging from the known laws of epidemics, it would be least ex- 
pected. It knows no distinction of claRses, but destroys alike the 
children of native and of foreign parentage ; and carries desolation 
as often to the homes of tha rjeh as of the poor/' 



68 



SIXTH REGI8THATI0N REPORT, 



[1858. 



The mere facffc of its ahowmg no particular preference for foreign 
familicBj in our principal city and other compact places, ia enough 
to show that it is not yerj greatly under the influence of sanitary 
conditions. A large part of its mortality is from causes which do 
not depend on imprudence or want of proper care. In this respect 
it differs much from measles. In spite of the best precautions^ 
some cases will prove fatal, by the first shock of its attack^ by the 
violence of subsequent reaction and fever, or by some of the numer- 
ous and dreadful complications which beset its course. In prevent- 
ing all these disasters, more varied and insidious than are common 
ill any other acute disease, good nursing and judicious medical 
advice are of the highest value ; yet a certain proportion of cases 
will defy the best watchfulness. The friends of children must 
hope that some future Jenuer may one day discover a preventive 
which shall lessen the horrors of this scourge of infancy. 



1 



Measles. This disease was charged with 75 deaths in 1858^ 
being nearly three times as many as in all previous reports put 
together, and more than were ascribed to any other zymotic disease, 
except scarlatina and cholera infantum* Of these 7a deaths, 59 
were in Providence county, — 39 in the city, five in each of the 
towns of North Providence, Johnston and Cambcrlandj 3 in Cran- 
ston, and 2 in Smithfield* Ten occurred in August and September, 
all which were in that county ; but 64 took place in the first half 
of the year. There were several thousand cases in Providence city j 
but the deaths were generally " caused by want of care and expo- 
sure, producing inflammation of the lungs, or some other disease, y 
secondary to the measles,^' The parentage of 69 was specified; fl 
American, 19; foreign, 50; — -very different proportions, it will he " 
observed, from those in scarlatina. 
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Croiip stands fourth in order of fatality among zymotic diseases, 
in 1858. Its proportion to all deaths from specified causes, is the 
same as in the general aggregate for this State, about three in a i 
hundred. Of the 69 deaths, 51 were in Providence county, 11 infl 
Kent. In Providence city^ 28; in North Providence, 8; in Cran- ^ 
ston and Johnston, 8, &c. All those in Kent county were in War- j 
vrick. The deaths were pretty equally scattered over the year, H 
with an excess in the first six months. Parentage of 67 specified; 
AmericautSO; foreign, 37. Several cases were complications of 
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scarlatina, measles, or other acute diseases. There are no marked 
indications of any epidemic prevalence of croup. 

If we add to these three diseases, Iiaoping coughy which is much 
less frequently fatal, ire have one group of zjmotics, which was 
more destructive than any other, io the year 1858. The following 
table illustrates their preference for the cooler months of the year, 
and shows that the mortality by all four together, finda its maxi- 
mum in March, its minimum ia September, and passes with nearly 
regular gradations from one to the other* In six years, 1853 to 
1858, there were 1^295 deaths by these four diseases, distributed 
as follows : 
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In the whole six years and seven mouths of our registration, 
there have been 1,345 deaths by these diseases- The ages of 1,332 
were specified ; as foUows : 
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The geographical distribution of these diseases cannot be learned 
from these tables io a reliable manner, on account of the defects 
in registration. But it is evident from the returns of the past few 
yearSj that they invade the country and villages as much as the city. 

There were almost precisely as many deaths of males as females 
by the above affectious; males, 6T2; females, G70j sex nnspeci- 
fiedj 3. 

Somewhat allied to these diseases is mfiuenza^ or epidemic in- 
flammation of the respiratory mucous membrane. This was quite 
prevalent^ as mentioned in our last report, in the last part of 1857, 
especially in Providence city. In 1858, only 6 deaths were attrib- 
nted to itj 3 at each extreme of lifej and 3 in the earlier, 3 in the 
later months of the year. None occurred in Providence in Jan- 
uary or February, It is seldom fatal, except in young children or 
aged persons* 

The other most important group of zymotic diseases, fatal espec- 
ially to childreHj consists of cholera infantnm^ diarrka'a and dysentert^ ^ 
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^names which are too often used interchangeably. These are the 

" summer complamts/' most fatal in the very months which are 
freest from the diseases last under examination, and more prevalent 
and fetal in and near the city than in other portions of the State, 
These diseases are charged with 196 deaths in 1858, or 8.45 iu 
every hundred by known causes. In the whole course of registra* 
tion previouB to that year, they produced 11,56 per cent, of all. 
The percentage of deaths due to these diseases has steadily less- 
ened for five years past, being aa followSj in these five successive 
years, 13.22, 12.70, 9.25, 9.05, 8.45. This apparent diminution has 
been partly owing to improved registration in country-towns, caus- 
ing the deaths in Providence city, where these diseases are most 
severe, to form a smaller proportion of the deaths in the State, 
But this is not the only cause, for the absolute number in Providence 
has lessened each year, within these five years. Probably, in other 
parts of the State, the number has lessened, though improvement 
in completeness of registration has obscured this change. The 
actual numbers of deaths in the five successive years, in the State, 
have been, 210, 213, 1G2, 187, 196. 

In six years, 1853 to 1858, there were 1108 deaths by these 
three diseases, distributed as follows through the several months : 
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In the total results for six years and seven months, there were 
1216 deaths by these diseases. The ages of 1206 were stated^ as 
follows : 



UodMS. 


6-10. 


10-15. 


lE-20. 


m-m. 


SO— 40. 


4Q-m. 60-^00. 60-70. 


70-SO. 


80 & nTwr. 


992 j 24 


11 


8 ' 


21 


27 


20 24 


35 


24 


8 



It will be secUj then, that these diseases, in the whole period 
embraced by our registration reports, have caused somewhat fewer 
deaths than those in the first group; that they have been a good 
deal less exclusively confined to ages under ten years old, and yet 
t have caused precisely the same number of deaths of children below 
' five. If chronic diarrhoea, which does not belong with zymotic 

diseases, were excluded, the number of deaths of adults by these j I 
complaints would be still smaller. They have been almost confined 
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to the hotter montha of the year, more exclusive in this respect 
than the first group. 

There died by these diseases^ in six years and seven months, 
600 males, 609 females, and 7 persons of unspecified aes, 

C/wlera Infantum, In 1858, there were 93 deaths by this disease, 
or foiir per cent, of all by known cauaes* It stands next to scar- 
latina in order of fatality among the jsymoticSj and fourth among 
all the diseases. Of these 93 deaths, 77 were in Providence county, 
50 in the city, and 18 in the three adjacent to^ns^ 5 were in East 
Greenwich ; none in Newport county. Though so large a part of 
these deaths occurred in Providence cityi yet they have been lessen- 
ing for four years in that city. The parentage of 85 was specified; 
American, 29; foreign, 56. The excess of foreign parentage was 
still great&r in Providence, ^ 

DiarrhmL and Dijsenteiij caused 103 deaths in 1858, — a smaller 
proportion than ever before, 70 were in Providence county, 40 
in the city, 9 in North Providence, 8 in Johnston, 5 in Cranston, 
and 8 in other towns of the county; 14 in Washington county, 
forming nine and a half per cent, of the deaths in that county. In 
Newport county, no deaths in 1858 were attributed to cholera in- 
fantum, cholera morbus, or diarrhcea, and only six to dysentery. 
Specified pareotagea, by diarrhoea and dysentery, in the State, 92 j 
American, 42 ; foreign, 50. 

Tijphoid and Tijphus Fever, Typhoid fever is a disease usually 
of early adult life. In 1858, just half the deaths returned under 
this name were at ages between 15 and 30* 42 deaths are attrib- 
uted to typhoid and typhus* With these it may be safe to join the 
7 assigned to yever^'' making a total of 49. Of these 20 were in 
ProYidence city, 5 in the three adjacent tovras, 4 in Cumberland; 
in Kent county 9, of which 7 were in Warwick* The proportion 
of these deaths in Providence city, was two in every hundred by 
known causes ; in all the rest of the State, it was one and a quar- 
ter in a hundred. For two years before 1858, the percentage in 
Providence was less than in the remainder of the State. We 
believe that if our registration were complete, it would appear 
that this disease is more common and destructive in our country- 
towns than in the large city, in proportion to the number of inhab- 
itants* My own observation would lead me to auTjjipQ^^ >3&aX WV^ 
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most commoa in Washington countj^ in most parts of which the 
streams have comparatiTely little fall, and many villages are built 
near mill-streams or ponds. If I am rightly informed, many cases 
are commonly seen ia autumn, by physicians Hying near the river sHB 
of the central portions of Washington county; and they have been^ 
of late years at any rate^ very liable to dangerous complicationsj 
among which hemorrhage from the bowels has been qnite frequent. 
If these statements are incorrectj we hope the physicians of that 
part of the State will show the mistake, by giving accurate cer- 
tificates of the causes of deaths in their practice, as required by 
law, and by communicating directly with the medical committeo 
on registration, or with their agents who are employed in prepar- 
ing the annual reports** 

No month but October shows any particular excess of deaths 
by typhoid fever. In past years, October and November have had 
considerably more than any other months. The parentage of 47 
who died by typhoid, typhus, or " fever," is stated; American, 36; 
foreign, IL 

Diphthcria^ A few cases in children, occurring in Providence in 
the last half of the year 1858, — cases marked by tht^ formation of 
false-membrane in the throat and air-passages, and tendency to 
sinking and death, — ^were considered by physicians who saw them 
to be instances of the disease lately epidemic in England, and long 
known in France under the name of dlphtkerite. There is reason 
to apprehend that this peculiar variety of disease may become 
common among us. Six deaths were attributed to it j 5 in the city 
of Providence, 1 in South Kingstown. In the city^ 2 occurred in 
August, and 1 in each of the three following months ; that in South 
Kingstown was in December. Two were between 2 and 5 years 
old J three between 5 and 10; the death in South Kingstown was at 
the age of 16- There were one male and 5 females; five of 
American and one of Irish parentage. 



As this report is passing through the press, we have an opportu- 
nity to note the occurrence of several of these cases in Providence, 
in 1859. Up to the present date, (November 6. 1859,) 14 deaths 
have been ascribed to dipkthenaf in the city, since the beginning 
of the year. 

*The Reffistratlon Reports of Vermont wiU be interesting, as sljo^lng the vital statistics 

of a popalMtion almost (3.\cluslvely rural, with no Jarge cities. In tliu First Report, just rtj- 

ceiredj the deaths by fjphoid fever are moitt t\iau & \tt tvaT^ \vutt4xe4 b^ given cans&s, 
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The folio wJiig table ahows the age and sex of all the 175 persons 
who have beca reported as dying of cancer, m the whole six jears 
and seven months covered by our reports, and also the locality of 
the caneer so far aa specified. It will be seen that in half the cases, 
the part affected by the cancer wai not named. * 

DEATHS BY CANCEK. Jcnb 1, 1833— Dbqekjike 31, IK® 
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Eebpiratory System. The diseases of the respiratory orgaas 
are nniformly more destructive than those of any other system or 
set of organs. These and zymotic diseases form the two leading 
classes in the records of deaths, the zymotic class usually having 
the largest number. This is the case in the year before os. The 
proportion assigned to respiratory diseases (26,89 per cent.) is 
almost exactly the same as in the aggregate of our registration. 
There are no remarkable and constant differences between the 
parts of the State, in regard to the proportion of the deaths assigned 
to these affections- Newport county appears, the last year, as in 
former reports, to have somewhat a smaller proportion than other 
divisions of the State, The importance of this class of cansea of 
death, is mainly owing to consumption, which, if always properly 
definedj should be considered as a form of tubercular or scrofulous 
disease, allied in regard to its causes to hydrocephalus and some 
other local affections. Indeed, we think the most unquestionable 
merit of the altered classification of diseases lately introduced in 
Kntfland and MassaehiasettB is in its bringing together all tubercular 

C, separated from all others. 
: 
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Conmmptim, In 185B, there were 422 deaths attributed to coe- 
Bumption, being 18.1& in every hundred from specified causes. The 
percentage has been rather lessening eince the commencement of 
this aeries of reports, having been as high as 22 in the firatj and 
exactly 20 in the aggregate of all previons to the present. This 
diminution of consumption we suppose to be apparent^ and depen- 
dent on the more accurate nse of terms. The common effect of 
greater strictness in reqniring phyaicians* certificateSj and of greater 
accuracy in determining the nature of fatal chronic diseases^ is to 
lessen the reported mortality by consumption* 

We find no reason for supposing that tliia scourge of temperate 
climates is becoming either more or less destructive from year to 
year. The variations in the ratio deduced from our returns, depend 
on such incidental causes as that just referred to, or on the higher 
or lower proportion of zjmotics. As facts of this kind become 
more valuable by accumulating, it is well to bring together the 
results for several years. 

In the whole series of our reports, 2188 deaths have been assigned 
to consumption, being an average rate of 332 deaths in a year. 
The sex of all but four was specified; males, 911 ; females, 1273. 
The age most liable to deaths by consumption is between fifteen 
and forty years. Nearly half the deaths in our records ( 1005) were 
between twenty and forty* A marked feature in the mortality is 
the excess of deaths of females in the periods of life following 
fifteen years* It is probable that altogether too many of the deaths 
of young children are attributed to this disease- The differences 
between the seasons are not great. In six years, there have been 
192 deaths in December, and 191 in March; 150 in July, 160 each 
in April and September, 161 in August; these being the two 
extremes. 

On account of the vagueness in the language employed in certi- 
fying causes of death, we cannot rely on our results in judging of 
the comparative frequency of consumption in different parts of the 
State. In time, these results will become very valuable. The 
number of deaths by consumption, in every hundred by known 
causeSj has been aa follows, in the total of all our reports : 



Brf*tolc*antj. 


Kent CQUDty. 


Newport county. 


PttSTldfiacB po» 


Wftsbloiton CO. 


BTATE. 


ia.3 


21.0 


18.7 


20.0 


13.1 


19.6 
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Providence and Kent conntiea appear to have somewhat more 
than the general average^ and the other counties, less. Perhaps 
the differences are no more than may be caused by various modes 
of using terms. 

It may be worth while to preservej for future use, an account of 
the deaths attributed to consumption in each town. We give the 
numbers for 1858, and also the number by all specified causes in 
each town. ^^M 


TOW^S. 


OdvAliinption, 


wuiei. 


TIOWNS* 


GODtUDiptiaii. 




Barrlngcoi] * ^ * . 


^\ 

9 
4 
7 
4 

22 
9 
1 
3 
2 

37 
1 
4 
1 
5 


12 
66 
37 
37 
40 
21 
94 
34 
2 
12 
13 
221 
11 
19 
20 
27 


Crftuston. . . . ..*. . 

Cumberland.. . . . . . 

Foster 

Glocester 

J'OtlllfltOTl. ... ...... 


7 
3 

? 

32 

loy 

t 

8 


3 


96 

lOS 

7 

17 

70 

14fl 

996 

S 

57 

12 

11 

12 

39 

S» 

1^ 

30 


Bristol ....... .... 

Warren. ..» 


Covetitry . + + ...w. 


Knat Greenwich 

Wept Gpi3«uwich, . , , 
Warwifk 


Worth Pfovldence. . 

Providence 

Sdtaate. ... .._♦.»♦ 


FaUKiver 

Jamestown 

Little Compton 

Middletown. 

NewTiort * , . . . 


Chadeatown 

Kxetsr. 


Hopkmtou 

North KinffBtown . . 

South KlTlffSEOWD . . 

RLIchmond . . ^ . 


New Sborebam 

Portsraontli 

Tirerton ... 

BarriUYiUe..,- ..... 


Weaterij..,. , 


Every town had at least one death ascribed to consamption in 
1858. The continued record of these facts may be of use here- 
after, as figures multiply, and causes of death come to be more 
accurately stated. Possibly some curious results might now be 
obtained by skilful grouping of the several towns. 

In Providence cityj about It per cent, of the deaths in 1858 
were from consumption; in 1857, 20 per cent; in 1856, 17,3 per 
eeiit; in fifteen years, from 1840 to 1854, 22.1 percent. The 
proportion has on the whole been lesseniogj having been as high as 
26,5 per cent in the five years, 1840 to 1844, inclusive. In 1858, 
there was one death by consumption in every 297 of the estimated 
population of the city. 

In a former reportj we ventured to express our opinion that 
consumption was more fatal in Warren than in Bristol, while zymo- 
tic diseases were more fatal in Bristol. This opinion was founded 
oo tables drawn from the bills of mortality kept in those towns 
for many years. The account for Warren was kept by an eminent 
physician of that place^ a member of the registration-committee 
of the Medical Society; the causes of death in Bristol were gene- 
rally obtained by inquiry from the pbysicmM ^\iq ^\\.^ti.\^^ ^'aX's^ 
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cases of disease. The results then obtained in a series of years 
seemed to warrant our statement We now post up tlie results 
since obtained, with those presented in the appendix to our second 
report. 



I 





Brlitol. 


1846^ieS8. 


WftTTOD. 


1860-1868. 


URATHS BY 


Ntunber. 


Par eect. 


2f umber. 


Per tent. 


All cftuaes, » i , , » . « * 


1,023 
135 


100.0 
15.2 
28.0 


433 
86 
70 


100.0 


Gonsanipdon^ .«,,,.«,* .,,.,.«,,,.... 


19.9 


Zymotiea ,,, 


la.i 



The figures are ol^tained from the bills of mortality for all yearn 
before 1858, and for that year from the registration retnrns. Those 
for Bristol cover a period of thirteen years ; those for Warren, 
nine years. The population of Bristol in 1850 was to that of 
Warren nearly as ^ to 2. We leave these facts with only two 
remarks. First, the question is not, which town is the healthier, 
but what kinds of diseases prevail most, or rather cause the great- 
est part of the deaths, in each; and hence, what constitutions and 
ages would be most endangered by a residence in each ? Secondly, 
Dr. Henry L Bowditch, of Boston, has been for many years inves- 
tigating the comparative prevalence of consumption in different 
parts of Massachusetts. It appears from his inquiries, that con- 
sumption is most common in localities where the land and air are 
much impregnated with moisture, and those exposed to north or 
east winds blowing over large surfaces of water. In situations 
well sheltered on the northj on the southern slopes of declivities, 
it is less common. From these results, we might certainly expect 
that consumption would be more frequent in Warren than in Bria- 
tol, in proportion to the number of inhabitants. 

There seems to be no great difFerence between the American 
and foreign classes, in their liability to consumption. In 1858, the 
parentage of 399 victims was stated; American, 241 f foreign, 15S. 
The proportion of American parentage was somewhat larger than 
in the total mortality from ail causes. In three years past in 
Providence, the proportion of deaths of American parentage, by 
consumption, has been greater than the proportion of deaths of 
American parentage, by all causes; but almost exactly equal to 
that of American population, classed by parentage, living by the 
census of 1855. 
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In six years and seven months, 575 deaths have 
been attributed to pneumonia and pleurisy. We present the par- 
ticulars for five years, in a table. 



1854—1858. 



MONTHa. 


Jan. 


f«t>. 


lf*r. 


AprfL 


Utij. 


Jane. 


Ju]j. 


Aug. 


Sept, 


Oct. Nffy. Dec* 


Totiil. 


For cent. . . 


63 
12.6 


54 
10.5 


12.8 


61 
11.9 


42 
8.2 


25 

4.g 


18 
3.5 


IDJ VJ 
3^ 3.7 


29, &* C2 
5.6i 10,5 12.1 


514 
100.0 


Acma. 


0-^. 


6-10. 


lO-lfi. 


la-ao. 


30-30, 


fflMO. 


40-^. 


m-m.Wio. 


70^.80+.' ? 


I'ateL 


Kaml>er . . 
Percent,,. 


223 
43.6 


22 

4,3 


8 
1.6 


10 

1,9 


29 
5.7 


36 
7.0 


39 
7.7 


48 
9,4 


39 


38 19 3 

7.J3.7! ..i 


514 
100.0 



Considerably more males than females die of these diseases. 
The several counties do not diflfer much in the ratio of deaths by 
these diseases to their total mortality; Washington having the 
highest ratio, and Newport the lowest. 

In 1858, the proportion of deaths attributed to pleurisy and 
pneumonia was higher than in any former year ,• pneumonia rising 
to the third place among single diseases. This may have been 
partly owing to the influenza of the autumn of 1857, which caused 
some deaths that were ascribed to pneumonia. Some fatal cases 
were sequels of measles and scarlatina, though where this fact was 
distinctly mentioned in the return, the death has been set down to 
the primaiy disease, in our tables. In Providence, great care has 
been taken to distinguish the primary from the secondary diseases, 
and in cases like the above, to refer the death to the earlier affec- 
tion ; yet the percentage of deaths by pneumonia and congestion 
of the lungs was more than twice as great in 1858 as in an average 
of fifteen years. 

Under the head of heartf disease of, are nine cases of hypertrophy, 
two of ossification, one of fatty degeneration ; the rest being re- 
turned simply as disease of the heart, with the frequent mention 
of dropsy, a secondary affection. 

Among the deaths by chUd-birthj four were ascribed to hemor- 
rhage, four to convulsions, three to puerperal mania, two to rupture 
of the uterus, one to "debility following confinement," one to 
" severe cold after child-birth," one to miscarriage, one to " puer- 
peral consumption." 
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Old Age. The proportion of deaths attributed to old age 
almost precisely the same in the year 1858 as in the aggregate ol 
registration, — not quite five in every hundred by given causes. In 
Massachusetts, for five years, the percentage has been a very little 
over five; in England, for 1856 and 1857, more than six. The 
differences between the counties in this respcet are less than they 
used to be ; though Kent still exhibits an improbably high ratio. 
The towns of Providence county have a still lower proportion than 
the city. More females than males always die of old age* The 
deaths are fewer in the warm than the cold months of the yean 
Six deaths, in 185 8^ were attributed to this cause, at ages below 
70. No doubt many deaths, assigned to old age, were caused by 
some disease which shortened life ; and we suppose that the high 
proportion of deaths attributed to this cause, in the returns, is 
rather a sign of imperfect registration than of extraordinary lon- 
gevity. The parentage of 106 of those who died, of old age, in the 
year 1858, was stated; American, 88 j Irish 16; English, 1; Afri- 
can, 1, (the centenarian servant.) 



n 



ExTEETJAL and Violent Causes. It is fi^equently difficult to 
determine whether a given case should te pnt under this head ; as 
for example when a disease exists which was first caused by some 
accident or known outward agency ; — as tetanus from an injnryj or 
delirium tremens as a result of the use of alcoholic liquors. It is 
a defect of our present classification that intemperance and deli- 
rium tremens are widely separated from each other. 

Under the head of casuahy^ we put 29 deaths, not including burns 
and scalds, drowning, accidental exposures or poisoniog. Some 
more particular account of the kind of casualty, was given in 2S 
out of the 29 cases, as follows : a fall, 4; run over by cars, 3 ; con- 
cnsaion of brain, 3 ; and one by each of the following causes : in- 
juiy of the head, injury of the spine, "head crushed by fall of 
wooden steps," ^* fracture of skull by being thrown from a wagon, "!^ 
^' fracture of neck of femur,'' *f thrown from a carriage/^ " fall from™ 
a load,'* " fall from a barn/' "fall from a high bank," "fall through 
a scuttle three stories," " fall of sand-bank," "fall of a bale of cot- 
ton," " explosion of a boiler.'' h 

The 5 deaths hy poisoning were thus reported: one by arsenie," 
(a case of murder;) one by laudanum, given in a case of disease 
supposed to be a cancer, (an Irish female, aged 55-) one by God-3 
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frey's cordial, (an infant;) one returned, "an over-dose of mor- 
phine and chloroform," (an adult;) and lastly, one returned, " taking 
narcotics," which perhaps ought to have been put under the head 
of intemperance, (an American female, aged 40.) 

In 11 of the 13 cases of suicide, the mode of suicide was specified ; 
viz : by hanging, 6 ; drowning, 3 ; arsenic, 1 ; prussic acid, 1. There 
were 9 males and 4 females ; 4 males and 2 females, hanged them- 
selves ; 3 males drowned themselves ; 2 females took poison ; and 
2 males committed suicide, the manner not being reported. In 
West Greenwich, there were 3 cases of suicide, being at the rate 
of one in seven deaths by known causes. Two of the three were 
paupers, as were 2 others out of the 24 who died in that town. 

The terms exposure and neglect are stretched to cover quite a 
variety of cases. Two were infants, a few days old, said to have 
died from "mismanagement" and "bad feeding;" two were adults 
who died from cold ; the others were children. 



POPULATION. 

The results of registration throw considerable light on the 
present increase of our population, and suggest many topics of 
inquiry and thought connected with that subject. The amount of 
increase due to natural causes, that is, to the excess of births over 
deaths, compared with that which is caused by excess of immigra- 
tion over emigration, the comparative rate of increase in the 
different classes and races of our inhabitants, the rate for diflferent 
towns and regions of the State, and the movements of population, 
in particular the centralization into towns and large villages, all 
these subjects are illustrated by the registry of births, marriages 
and deaths, continued from year to year. Accordingly, we liave 
given, in former reports, such accounts as space would allow of the 
results of the latest censuses ; that of the United States taken in 
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1850, so far as related to Rhode Island, and the census of Provi- 
dence, taken in 1855, by direction of the government of that city. 
We very much regret that our State does not, like the neighbor- 
ing commonwealth of Massachusetts, order an enumeration of the 
inhabitants at periods midway between those of the national cen- 
suses. A better knowledge and more frequent record of the 
statistics of population, as well as of industry, public schools, 
finances, Ac, would be very valuable. For want of it, we can now 
only guess at the population of our towns, and our guesses are 
likely to be wide of the mark, when several years have elapsed 
since any general enumeration. No mathematical rule can be re- 
lied on, in making such estimates. The most recent Registration 
Reports of Massachusetts are much enhanced in value, by the fre- 
quent comparison of results of registration with those of the excel- 
lent census of the State, taken in 1855. It will be the object of 
this closing portion of our report, to give some account of the 
population of diflferent parts of the State at various former periods.* 
The first settlement of Providence, by Roger Williams, took 
place early in 1636; that of Portsmouth in March, 1638, and that 
of Newport, a colony from Portsmouth, about a year later. It is 
well known that, though the first settlement of Providence was 
thus two years previous to that of Aqucdneck, the superior attrac- 
tions of that beautiful island drew far more colonists to its two 
towns, so that they soon took the lead in population and wealth. 
We know of no enumeration of the inhabitants, after they began to 
multiply, till after the year 1700. Some idea may be formed of 
the comparative growth of diflferent settlements, by examining the 
apportionments of several taxes laid on the towns, though we are 
told that, up to the last part of the seventeenth century, these 
allotments were made a good deal by guess-work, and at ahy rate 
they show the supposed property or resources rather than popula- 
tion of the several places. At the first General Assembly held 
under the earliest " Incorporation " which united the towns under 
one government, in 1647, " a tax of one hundred pounds was levied, 
as a free gift to Mr. Roger Williams, for his labor in obtaining the 
charter. Of this, Newport was to pay one-half, Portsmouth thirty, 
and Providence twenty pounds. Warwick was too weak, as yet, to 
bear any part of the burden." Providence, then estimated to con- 

* The materials for this account are drawn from the various censuses, the Colonial 
Records, edited by Hon. John R. Bartlett, Secretary of State, Arnold's History of Rhode 
Island, Holmes' Annals of America, &c. 
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tain one-firth of the resources of the colony, included the whole of 
our present Providence county, except CumberlaDd, At several 
subsequent levies before the time of King Philip's wafj from 1659 
to 1670, Newport was assessed about two-fifths of the whole 
amount required, and Providence never far from one-fifth; Ports* 
mouth was taxed for 28 per cent of all, in May, 1659, but after- 
wards only the same as Providence; Warwick was equal with 
Providence at that date, and subsequently not far behind it ; and, 
after 1664, Petaquamscot, Conanicut, and Block Island had their 
smaller shares of the common burdens. King Philip's war, 1675-76, 
drove a great part of the iahabitanta of the mainland to the shelter 
of the islands; and in 1678, the proportions of the several towns 
had been greatly changed. In a tax laid that year, Newport and 
Portsmouth were taxed for more than two-thirds of all, (68 per 
cent); Conanicut and Block Island together, about one-fifth ; and 
all the towns on the mainlaudj less than an eighth. 

In spite of early laws on the subject of registration, a history of 
which may be found in the first of this series of reports, no mate- 
rials of the kind were collected, that would warrant us in drawing 
any inferences in regard to the population of the colony, during 
the first century of its settlement* In 1680, the Governor and 
Council sent answers to certain inquiries of the Board of Trade, 
in which they state that " there may be of Whites and Blakes 
about two hundred borne in a yeare ;* — for marriages, we have 
about fifty in a yeare ; — for burrials this seaven yeares last past 
accordinge to computation amounta to foure hundred fifty and five," 
If we were to judge of the number of inhabitants by this estimate 
of the births that occurred annually, we should put it at not far 
from 6jO0O ; from the marriages and deaths, we should suppose it 
less than that* The late Henry Bull estimated the white popula- 
tion of the colony in 1680, to have been about 7,000. 

In 1701^ Reverend Dr. Humphreys, Secretary of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, in writing an ac- 
count of the religions state of the several colonies, said, " In Rhode 
Island and Narragansct, which is one government, there are about 
10,000 souls, of which about 150 frequent the church, and there 
are 30 communicants/^ 

This estimate was probably too large; The first enumeration^ 
we believe, taken in compliance with demands from the Board of 
Trade in England, in December, 1708, gave a total of quV^ ^^.V^- 
11 
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This number includes 426 " bla<:k servanta ;'' perhaps Indians, thea 
qiiite numerous iu the colony, were not counted. The nine towns 
which then composed the colonj, had the following population^ 
respectiyely : Newport, 2,203 j Providence, 1,446; Kingstown, 
1,200; Portsmouth, 628 j Westerly, 570; Warwick, 480 j Green- 
wich^ 240; New Shoreham^ 208; Jamestown, 206. 

In 1730, a census was again taken, in reply to " Queries sent to 
this Grovernment by the Board of Trade/' The resulta are shown in 
the following table. The only change made in the number of towns 
since 1708. had been the division of Kings town into two. Provi- 
dence still included all the present county, except Cumberland. 

CENSUS OF 1730, \ 



I 



I 



TOWNS, 

Kewport ,, . 

Providetice* *. . 

North KiDgitoini 

AVefiterJj' 

South kingscown 

Ea»t Greeuwleh. ...... 

WftiT?ick, . . * ..... 

Portsmouth, ......... 

Jonicstown . . 

New Shorehatn ....... 

Total 



W3lHei. 



Indknt. 



Vbtel. 



3.843 

3.707 

1,S7G 

1,630 

965 

1,149 

1,028 

643 

222 

250 



649 
128 
1&5 
56 
333 
40 
77 
100 
BO 
20 



HS 
81 
G5 
250 
1^5 
34 
73 
70 
19 
20 



15,3Qa 



1,64S 



985 



17,935 



In 1746, the colony rccciTed its most important accession of 
territoryj by the addition of five towns, some of which already 
contained compact villages. These were Cumbcrlandj Bristol, 
Wai-ren, (which included Bamngton,) Tiverton, and Little Oomp- 
ton. The population of these towns is said to have been 4,747 j 
whiteB, 4,176; negroes, 343 j Indians, 228. 

In 1 748, the General Assembly directed another census to be 
taken, in accordance with orders from the Board of Trade, The 
whole population of the recently enlarged colony was found to be 
34^128; whites, 29,755; blacks, 4,373- Indians were included 
with the blacks* Newport is said to have contain^ 5,335 white 
inhabitants, 1105 negroes, and 68 Indians; total, 6,508, Provi- 
dence hadj white, 3,177; negroes, 225; Indians, 50; total, 3,452, 
Providence had fewer inhabitants by this enumeration than by that 
of 1730; but its territory had aow been considerably lessened, by 
the incorporation of Smithficld, Scituate and Glocester. 

The results of a similar census, taken In 1755^ were thus stated 
bjr OovemOT Stephen Hopkins : " In obedience to your Lordship's 
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commanda, I have caused the within account ta be takea by officers 
under oath* By it, there appears to be in this Colony^ at this time, 
35,939 White Persons, aad 4,697 Blacks, chiefly Negroes." The 
total population then was 40,636* One eighth part of the inhabi- 
tants, according to Governor Hopkins, were Quakers. Newport 
had 6,753, and Providence 3,159 inhabitants. Crandton had just 
been set off from Providence- Dr. Stiles remarks that the Blacks 
were " chiefly Negroes, excepting in the county of King's county^ 
where are the Remains of the Narraganset Indians." 

In 1774, a complete census was taken, under a yote of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. It was the first enumeration made by the sole 
authority of that body. In this census, the numbers of whites, 
Indians and blacks, in each town, were stated, with the numbers of 
whites above and below the age of sixteen years- The names of 
all the heads of families in the several towns, except in New 
Shoreham, were also recorded- This census, now become a docu- 
ment of great historical and genealogical interest, has lately been 
printed, for the first time, by order of the General Assembly, We 
present the general numerical results in our next table. The towns 
were the same as at present, except that Burrillyille was included 
in Gloceater, Foster inScituate, and Fall River in Tiverton, The 
town of Providence had by this time been reduced to its present 
limits. The whole county, which was the original town, with Cum- 
berland added, was more populous, by full 3,000, than Newpoii; 
county, which comprehended the early island settlements, with 
Tiverton and Little Compton added. Notwithstanding the attrac- 
tions of Newport and the beautiful shores of the Bay, and the 
thriving commerce which had grown up there, the extensive back- 
country belonging to Providence county, more than three times as 
large in area as Newport county, and offering many inviting places 
for settlement to the hardy pioneers, had increased more rapidly. 
Newport continued to be the largest town, and the principal seat 
of wealth and culture, till the time of the revolutionary war. It 
had, within a few hundred, as many inhabitants in 1774 as in 
1850. The distribution of the blacks through different parts of 
the State, illustrates the social condition of the several communi- 
ties. Of the Indians, considerably more than half were in King's, 
now Washington county, the old home of the Narragansets, 
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CENSUS OF 1774. 



TOWNS AND CODNTIIS. 



Whltea. 



IndiftDB. 



Blacks. 



Total. 



Barrington 

Brifltol 

Warren • 

Bristol County'. — 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

West Greenwich 

Warwick 

Kbkt County . • 

Jamestown , 

Little Compton 

Middletown 

Newport , 

New Shoreham 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

Newport County 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

Glocester ,,. 

Johnston 

North Providence 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Providence County 

Charle^tQwn 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown 

South Kingstown 

Richmond ^. 

Westerly .T 

KiNGf's County 

Whole State 



542 

1,079 

928 



2,649 

1,992 
1,568 
1,745 
2,161 



7,461 

400 
1,160 

804 
7,917 

469 
1,369 
1,790 



13,909 

1,782 
1,786 
2,926 
957 
792 
8,950 
3,538 
2,614 



18,495 

1,241 
1,780 
1,739 
2,182 
2,185 
1,213 
31,706 



12,046 



54,460 



18 
16 

7 



41 

11 
81 

88 



130 

32 
25 
13 
46 
51 
21 
71 



259 

19 
3 

9 
7 

68 
8 

23 



137 

528 
17 
21 
79 

210 
20 
37 



912 



1,479 



41 

114 

44 



199 

20 

69 

19 

189 



297 

131 

47 

64 

1,246 

55 

122 
95 



1,760 

60 
17 
19 
65 
31 
303 
55 
51 



601 

52 
67 
48 
211 
440 
24 
69 



911 



3,768 



601 

1,209 

979 

2,789 

2,023 
1,663 
1,764 
2,438 



7,888 

568 
1,232 

881 
9,209 

575 
1,512 
1,956 



15,928 

1,861 
1,756 
2,945 
1,031 
830 
4,821 
8,601 
2,888 



19,283 

1,821 
1,864 
1,808 
2,472 
2,835 
1,257 
1,812 



13,869 



159,707 
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The population of Rhode Island was a good deal lessened during 
the revolutionary war. This diminution was mostly in the south- 
ern part, the two south counties having begun to lose in relative 
population from that time. But the loss in the State at large was 
soon made up, in spite of deranged currency and business, and the 
unsettled condition of government ; so that when Rhode Island at 
last joined the United States, in time to be included in the first 
national census, she had gained, in eight years, more than twice the 
number lost in the previous eight years. We do not intend to 
dwell on all the details of the seven censuses of the United States ; 
but will mention the aggregate population of the State at each 
decennial period, and also give some illustrations of the growth of 
its different portions. 

.The population of the State has been : 



In 1790 69,110 

In 1800 69,122 

In 1810 76,931 

In 1820 83,059 



In 1830 97.199 

In 1840 108,830 

In 1850 147,545 



In the sixty years that intervened between the first and last na- 
tional censuses, the population of Rhode Island increased 113.5 
per cent. But this growth was exceedingly unequal in different 
parts of the State. In the whole sixty years, Washington county 
lost 9.1 per c^nt. of the population it had at the beginning; New- 
port county gained 39.9 per cent. ; Kent county gained 70.3 per 
cent. ; Bristol county 165.1, and Providence county 258.8 per cent. 
We have thought this subject of the unequal increase of different 
places sufi&ciently interesting to be illustrated with some detail. 

The following table shows the population of each town in 1790, 
and the percentage of increase or decrease from that time to 1850. 
The population of each town in 1850 is given in our first prelimin- 
ary table. The third column of the following table indicates the 
gain or loss, in proportion to the number of inhabitants in 1790, — 
loss being shown by the sign — . Thus, Charlestown, in the whole 
sixty years, lost 50.8 per cent., or a very little over half of the 
number of inhabitants it had in 1790. Burrillville, which was set 
off in 1806, is included with Glocester, and the population of the 
two towns in 1850 was 59.2 per cent, greater than that of the 
undivided town in 1790. 
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PoptUaHon in 1790; and pm:eniMfe ^f thtUpf^Mtatioti gained or hst heU^een 1790 and I8S0. 



TOWNS. 



IS 



hi 



TOWNS. 



I. 






North Pfovtdenoe. 
Providence* ...»., 

SmMfldd ..♦ 

Cumberland »..*,. 

Brbtol.... 

Wjirwick 

Warren ,,, 

Cmnaton. *.«. 

Johnston * f , . . . . i . 

Scituate. ,, 

TWerton ,.... 

New Shoreham 

Gloceater* 

Coventry .„„,,*. 
Newport , ■ 



1,071 
6,380 
3,171 
1,964 
1,406 
2,493 
1,122 
1,877 
1,330 
2,315 
3,453 
682 
4,025 
^,477 
6,716 



617.1 
550.7 
362,6 

230.1 
32S.3 

ato.5 

176.6 

iae.7 

122,5 
97.9 
91.6 
85.0 
59.2 
46.1 
42.4 



East Greenwich .. 

Weatorly 

Portsmouth*,*.*.* 
Barrinj^ton ..*.,.» 
North KliigatowQ. 

Richmond . .* 

Flopklnton * . . . , , 
Middietown. ...... 

Little ComptoD . - . 
jSonth Kingstown. 
Foster. ... . ...... 

Jamtiatown ,..,.,. 
jWest Greenwich.. 

Bxeter 

lOhartesEown * 



l.©4 
2,298 
1,560 

683 
2,907 
1,760 
2,462 

840 
1,542 
4,131 
2,268 

507 
2.054 
2,495 
2,022 



29 .a 
20.2 
17.5 

16,4 
2.2 

1.4 

o.e 

— 1,E 
—5.2 
—7.8 
-14.8 
^39.4 
—34.3 
—34.5 

— ao.s 



4 



The towns Trliich lost, or wliich gamed less than they ought to 
have done by mere natural increase, are^ with few exceptions, the 
farming towns^ — those which have little or no manufacturing busi- 
ness* The extra increaac of other places has depended mainly oa 
the establishment of manufacturing villages, in those towns which 
united the advantage of water-power with that of easy access to 
some centre of diatribution ; on the great growth of Providence, 
which has overflowed into adjoining towns and raised their rate of 
increase ; and on the extension of shipping and fisheries from a 
few points on the shores and islands* The general tendency of 
population has been to centralize itself into villages and large 
towos^ and leave the purely agricultural regions to dwindle and 
decay. By the census of 1 700, Providence contained 9 per cent, 
of the population of the State ; in 1820, its proportion had increased 
to 14 per cent.; and in 1850, to 28 per cent. In 1850, the pro- 
portion of inhabitants living in towns of 3000 inhabitants and 
upwards, was greater in Rhode Island than in any other State 
except California. And^ even within the limits of many townships, 
the successive censuses show that the manufacturing villages have 
grown at the expense of the rural portions. I suppose that this 
is the explanation of the loss in South Kingstown, in which town 
there are several villages of woolen and cotton manufaetures, while 
the agriculture of the town has probably declined. 

In the folio wiDg table, will bo found contrasted the rate of 
trrowth of Providence, with that of the remainder of the State, in 
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each decennial period. In the first period, 1790 to 1800, the State 
outside of Proridence loat in population. 



^ 
^ 
^ 



I 





KhODI tSLAITD. 


^•OTO>ail«M. 


RBfimUD QP TSB Btim. 


Y£ABS. 




Incmsc ia 10 yoftri. 




Encnease Ul 10 ymm. 


P^THlli^ 


IiWrtMelnlOyian, 




Anouiat. 


^roDicit 


Amount. 


PiirfMDt 


Aisonnt. Pea f«tst 


1790 


60,110 
69,123 
76,031 

97, U(^ 
108.8iO 
147,515 






6,380 
7,614 
10,071 
11,745 
16,836 
23,172 
41,513 


l".234 
2,457 
1,674 
5,091 
6.336 
18,341 

35,133 


1#;34 
32.27 
16.62 
43.34 
37 63 
79.15 

550,67 


62,730 
61,508 
66.860 
71,314 
80,363 

106,032 


. 1 


1800.,.. 
18L0.... 
IftgO...- 

J®0,... 
1840.... 
1850.... 

Increase ; 
intiOyfii 


" 12 ^62 

7,809 UAA 

6,128 7.83 

14,140 17.02 

11,631 1K97 

38,713 35.57 

78,435' 113.49 


—1,22a 

+5,352 

4,454 

0,CW9 

5,293 

20;J74 

43,302 


—1.95 

+8.70 
6.66 

12.69 
6.541 

23.70 

60.03 



The influence of immigi^ation^ and the growing importance of tho 
foreign element^ are as fuUj illustrated bj our annual abstracts as 
they can be in any way. Indeedj we have no fnll data to show the 
paat increase of foreign population in this State. The number of 
aliens^ or foreigners not naturalized, was stated to be, by the cen- 
sus of 1820, only 237^ and by that of 1830, 1,100. lu 1850, the 
foreign-born inhabitants were 23j902, or about one-sixth of alL 
They were found in much higher proportion in the city of Provi- 
dence than elsewhere, forming, at the period just mentioned, almost 
exactly a quarter (24.7 per cent.) of the population of that city. 
In the other towns of ProTideuce county, they were more than a 
sixth. In Washington county, on the other hand, the foreign-bom 
were but one in twenty*seven of all the inhabitants. In 1S55, by 
a census of Providence city^ their percentage had increased to 27,7, 

Immigration from Europe seems to have received a very con- 
siderable check, since 1854 It appears from official documents, 
that the number of alien passengers arriving at the port of New 
York had reached, in 1854, the high number of 319,223, or nearly 
a thousand a day; the following year, it wag only 136,233, and 
tliough it rose each year after that, till 1857, it only amounted in 
that year, to 183,773, or about five hundred in a day. In 1858, 
there was again a great diminution; the reported number being 
only 78,589. The number of new-comers arriving by water at 
Boston, was greater in 1853 than any year since, but more than 
twice as great in 1854 as in 1857* Our reports show the great 
increase of the foreign class by births, especially in our cities. They 
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are found to have a larger proportion of adults in the marrying 
age, to be more disposed to marriage, in spite of hard times, and 
to have more children to a marriage, than the native inhabitants. 
It is a startling fact, that for a few years past, there have been 
more children of Irish than of American parents born in Provi- 
dence, to say nothing of other foreign families. The influx of for- 
eigners has added vastly to the centralization which our figures 
indicate. . . 

The following rule, stated in the sixteenth Registration Report 
of Massachusetts, refers to the comparative increase by births and 
by immigration of all sorts, from other States as well as other 
countries. We do not know how accurately it would apply in 
Rhode Island. It is found, by a complicated mathematical analysis, 
that " three-eighths of the increase of population in Massachusetts 
is the natural increase by excess of births over deaths, and that 
five-eighths is due to excess of immigration over emigration, most 
of which is the foreign element." 

The colored inhabitants are distinguished in most of the censuses. 
They have been, on the whole, remarkably stationary in numbers, 
for a hundred years, in which time the entire population of Rhode 
Island has increased more than fourfold. The 4,373 blacks of the 
census of 1748, included Indians; and in subsequent enumerations 
the two races have been confounded in a great degree. Of late, 
as we shall see, they have been in fact so blended that the Indian 
blood is hardly anywhere found pure. 

The numbers of colored persons, by eight successive censuses, 
together with their proportion to the total population, are shown 
in the following table. By the last census, they form less than 
half as large a fraction of the total population, as in 1800. 



Census. 
1774. . 
1790. . 
1800.. 
1810. . 



No. of colored. Percentage of ditto. 

....3,768 6.31 

....4,421 0.40 

....3,685 5.33 

....3,717 4. as 



Census. No. of colored. Percentage of ditto. 

1820 3,572 4.30 

1830 3,571 3.67 

1840 3,241 2.98 

ISTyO 3,670 2.49 



By reference to the table which shows the results of the census 
of 1774, it will be seen that then there were more blacks in the 
town of Newport than in any other whole county, and South Kings- 
town came next to Newport. This illustrates the social condition 
of those towns, compared with others, most of these negroes hav- 
ing been slaves. 
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The colored population tend toward the compact places, even 
more than the general average of the inhabitants. In 1774, New- 
port, then the largest town, contained about one-third of all the 
blacks in the colony. Providence county contained less than a 
sixth. In 1850, almost half the colored population of the State 
was found in Providence county, and more than 40 per cent, were 
in the city of Providence. Both Newport and Washington county 
lost in actual number of colored inhabitants, between the two 
periods just referred to ; though, in Washington county, the rem- 
nants of the Indian race are included with the colored, in the last 
census. 

The Indian tribe still maintains a nominally distinct existence 
in Charlestown ; though the latest reports of the Commissioner of 
the tribe, show that there are none left of pure blood. In 1833, 
the number belonging to the Narragansets, in Charlestown, was 
stated to be 199 ; 7 being of genuine Narraganset blood, and 14 
of about half-blood. All of full Indian blood were aged females. 
In December, 1858, the whole number of all grades claiming Indian 
descent, at Charlestown, was 122. None were of wholly Indian 
blood ; two were said to be of three-fourths, and ten of half-blood. 

12 
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REVISED STATUTES, TITLE XIV., CHAPTER 7$. 



P 
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Section l. The town clerks of the several towns, or ia iieu tliOTeo*, any per- 
son whom tbe board of aldermen of any eity, or the town council of any town may, 
upon the written recommendation of an authorized committee of the Rhode Island 
Medical Societyj appoint for that purpose, are hereby authorized and required to 
obtain » chronologically record and index, as requTrt?d by the forma preicribed by 
the third section of this chapter, all information eonceming births, marriages and 
deaths occurring ainong the inhabitants of their respeetire towns ; and on or before 
the first Monday la Marchi annually, to make duly certified returns thereof to the 
secretary of state, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accom- 
panying the same with a list of those individuals required by law to make returns 
to them, who have neglected the same, and with such remarks relating to the object 
of the law as they may deem important to communicate. 

Sec* 2. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to receive the returns made 
in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall 
be rendered by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to 
make and publish, not exceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and 
report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also 
cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabeticai indexes of all the names to be 
made, the whole to be bound in convenient sized volumes, and carefully preserved 
in his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Beg, 3, The blank forms required to carry out the provisions of this chapter 
sball, on application, be furnished by the secretary of state to clergymen^ physicians, 
ondertakers, town clerks, clerks of th% Society of Friends, and other persons 
requiring them, substantially after the following forms, viz : The record of a birth 
shall state the date and place of birth » name and sex of the child, whether living or 
atill born, the name and surname, color, occupation, residence and birth place of 
fche parents, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be ascertained. The 
record of a mamage shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence, 
and oMcial station of the person by whom married, names and snrnamet of the pat^ 
ties, age, color, occupation and residence of each, condition (whether single or 
widowed,) what marriage, if second, third or other mama^^ Vba Q«^^i^^\wi,i>kt^ 
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place and name of their parents, and the time of recording so far as the same can 
be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of death, name and sur- 
name of deceased, the sex, color and condition, (single or married,) age, occupation, 
place of death, place of birth, names and birth place of parents, disease or cause of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be ascertained. 

Of Marriages. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others, authorized to join 
persons in marrias^e, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by 
them, in manner and form aforesidd, and return the same on or before the second 
Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the town in 
which such rite shall have been performed ; and no marriage shall be solemnized, 
until the parties shall have signed and delivered to the authority about to solenmize 
it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a certificate containing the information 
required for the record of a marriage, as prescribed in the third section of this 
chapter. 

Of Births, 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns, annually, in the 
month of January, to collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in 
relation to all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day 
of December next preceding, and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the 
clerk shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 

Of Deaths. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person shall die in the state, it shall be the duty of the 
physician attending in his or her last sickness, within forty-eight hours after the 
death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of the deceased, 
or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating 
the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of death. 

Of Undertakers, 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town a suffi- 
cient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of the au- 
thorities. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a 
funeral, or who buries, or deposits in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, to 
obtain the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, con- 
cerning such deceased person, together with the physician's certificate of the cause 
of death, if a physician was in attendance, and on or before the second Monday of 
the next succeeding month to make a return of the facts obtained, together with 
the physician's certificate, to the clerk of the town in which the death occurred. 

Sec. 9. Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the 
objects herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conflict with the main and 
specific object of this act, viz : to secure tffe most perfect registration. 

Of Fees, 

Sec. 10. The town clerks or persons recommended and appointed as aforesaid, 
shall receive for each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required by 
law, ten cents ; and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required 
by law, twenty cents ; to be paid to them out of their respective town treasuries : 
Provided, That the yearly compensation to be paid out of the town treasury as 
aforesaid, to any one town clerk or person appointed as aforesaid who shall faith- 
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folly perform tbe duties prescribed by tbb cliapter^ sball not be less than fivedoUara. 
Undertakers and otHera making returns of deaths as reqotred in section eight of this 
chapter, shall receive for each full report of a death made to the town clerk, five 
cents in the cities of PrOTidence or Newport, and ten cents in the oth#r towns of 
the state. 

Sec. 11, If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town clerk, cterk of aoy 
meeting of the Society of Friend a, or other person, shall willfully neglecl or refuse 
to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him, by this cbapter» he 
sball, at the <ii5cretion of tbe court or justice trying the cause, on conviction tbere- 
of, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each ofTencc, one- half thereot to the 
use of the town in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the person who 
shall complain of 'the same. 

Sec, 12. lu order that it may be more surely aseertairved that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to make 
the returns specified in this cbapter, each one ,?hall cause hia name and residence 
to be recorded in the clerk's ofKce of the town where he resides. 

Sec 13* No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted 
by any court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death of 
iiuch person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, 
as near as maj be, to the town clerk, in order that tbe same may be duly registered 
according to the provisions of this chapter. 

Sec, 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly eertlfi^cd by the town 
clerk, or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of 
any marriage, birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this state, 
^ prima facie proof of any marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15, Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distinguished 
from those of residents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16, The secretary of state, may from time to time, vary the forms of re- 
turns, and require such additional information as he may consider necessary to 
effect the object of tbis chapter. 

Sec. 1 7, The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually, to be drawn for 
by the secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the 
expense Incident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns, 
making the necessary tables and clrawlng up the report required by the second 
section of this chapter. 



CAUSES OF DEATHS OF COLORED PERSONS, 



la five years and seven months, from June 1^ 1853 to December SI, 1S5S, 418 
dcalha of colored persons were recorded in the State* No causes were assigned for 
32 ; leaving 38G deaths by given causes. We give a table exhibiting these causes 
of deaths of colored persons, classified. It will be observed that there were three 
thnes as many deaths by respiratory as by j^ymojic diseases, and that consumption 
was charged with nearly one-third. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN COLORED PERSONS, 

Juke 1, 1858— Dscbmbbr 81, 1858. 



CACHES or DEATH, 



I Zymotic Diseases* 

Cbolera Itifantiim 

Cholera Morbus , . , 

Croup ,.,.,.,,♦,,* 

Diarrb<Baai)d D/eentery. . . 

Brystpel&B ^ , . , • . . . 

Teveri Typtoid 

Heasles 

Scariatina .,-,*,•. 

Small Pox 

SypbilU 

Others ...,,,,.,,.,,,,,.- 



Total 



IL Seat uxDErntED* 

Caocer. , .* . 

Dropay *. . .. 

Marasmus . , , 

Scrofala * 

Othera... 



Ka. ^neenL 



Total 



in. Nervous Ststesc. 
Apoplexy and Paralysis — 
Brain, AnectioQs of ..... . 

Convtilaiotjs 

Delirmm Tremeni 

Epilepsy . ^ 

Hydrocephalus 

Others . . , 



I 



Total 



T 
i 

8 

12 

A 

5 

a 

5 

1 

3 
2 



51 



4 
14 
8 
6 
6 



38 



11 

9 

If 

4 

2 

IS 

S 

59 



IV, Ebspibatort System,, 

Astbma - 21 

Bronchitis 7 

ConaumptioQ Il€ 

Dropay of Chest, 1 

Pleurisy and Pneumonm, . . 29 



Total 



155 



1.8 

.:t 

3,1 
1.0, 

i.s; 

.8, 
1.3 
,2 
,5 
.5 



V* ClRCt]XATOET StSTEM. 

Heart, Disease of 



VL Digestive Systev. 

Colic 

Liver, Disease of . » ♦ . . . , , 

Peritonitis 

Teethlnp , 

Others , 



13.2 



1,0 
3.6 
2.1 
1.6 

1.6 



VII. Urinary Systeh. 
Total 



9.8 



2.fl 
2.3 
3.1 

1.0 

.5 

4.7 

.8 

15.3 



.6 

1,8 

30.1 

.% 
7.6 



40.2^ 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



Total 



VIII. Gejtkrative STflT'k 

Child Birth 

Ovarian & Uterine Uiaeaaes 



Total 



I3L Locomotive System. 

Rbeumatiam . , . . . ..... 



X. Old Age. 



XL External Caubeb. 
Burn 

Casualty *..,.,,..,»,.... 

Homicide , 

Intemperance ■ 

Suffocation . . . , 

Others 



Total. 



Whole n umber by ) 
epeciBed causes J 



HtQ. Fef eeDtn 



21 



2 
2 
S 

2 



13 



6 

1 

26 



13 



386 



5.4 






SA 



J 
I.S 



1.6 

e.r 



.8 
.8 



3*4 
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Mas, ^mxi^ti, mi §uihf 



IN THE STATE, 



IPav tb.e year endizxAC Z>eoezii'ber 31* X8S9. 



PBEPABED UNDER THE Dim^GTION OF 

JOHN E. BAETLETT, 

SBCBBTABY OF BTAT^^ 
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SiatE of fi^obe |shni> aitb ^robihntc |!Iantations. 

SEcfetjTAitY's Office, PiiovtDENc£^ 
December 1st, I860, 
To the Sonorabie General Aisemhly f 

Gentlemen : In accordaiicewith the requirensenta of chapter 76 af 
the Revised Statutes, which provides for a registration of births, mar- 
lliages and deaths within the State \ afid which further req^uires that 
the Secretary of State shall receive the returns of such registration 
^nd cause an abstract of the same to be made and published^ he begs- 
ieare to submit the accompanying report. 

The law before mentioned , provides that the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, may, through a committee, appointed for the purpose, assist 
the Secretary in cariying out the details contemplated, which ca» only 
be sTiccessfiilly accomplished by members of the medical profession. 

With the approbation of this committee, the immediate care of pre- 
jparing the abstract, or annual report of the births, marriages, and 
jfieaths in the State, has been corfided to Edward A, Crane, M- D., 
*)f Providence, who prepared the preliminary tables in this report, and 
contributed the observations which follow. These are the results of 
% careful analysis of the tables, and contain facts of great interest on 
the subjects to which they severally refer. 

While the Secretary feels pleasure in stating that the returns are, 
le a whole, more complete than they have ever been before, particu- 
arly as they regard the " age," " place of birth," and " cause of 
death," he feels it his duty to spealc of the careless and very imperfect 
manner in which a few of the towns have made them. 

The returns from the city of Providence, are models of accuracy 
and completeness, and are probably superior to those obtained in any 
other city in this country. Newport, Bristol, Warren, PaU River, 
Cranston, Cumberland, and North Providence, also make excellent 
and apparently very complete returns- In several other towns, the 
blanks are very well filled out, although the returns are evidently not 
complete. 

In regard to the towns which have made poor returns, it is difficult 
lo say which are the most incomplete, as portions of theto aie, in some' 
excellent, while in others they are plainly defective. 
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Sftiithfield, lor instance, makes an admirable return of births, and 
probably the most defective return of deaths. Westerly reports the 
deaths well, though evidently incomplete. Exeter reports but five 
deaths during the year. Other towns have also failed to report the 
true numbigr of deaths. But if any town is entitled to a bad pre- 
eminence for deficient returnSj it is Scituate, which, ivith a population 
of 4,275 reports only sixteen births , and but forty-four deaths ; the - 
cause of death being specified in nine cases only. f 

It would be doiug injustice to the town clerks, to attribute to 
them, in all cases, the incomplete returns sent in by them. The 
undertakei's, and clergy, have too often been the cause of the delays 
in making the returns, as well as for their incompleteness ; still it is 
evident, that to many of the town clerks, must be attributed the de^ 
ficiencies referred to* The cities and large towns, it wiU be seen, aref 
most correct and complete ; hence, it is evident, that a little morfe I 
interest and promptness, on the part of certain tow^n clerks, will rem- 
edy the difficulty complained o£ 

Eespectfulljr submitted, by 

JOHN B. BARTLETT, 

Secretary of State, 
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^ Table II. BIRTHS. 



1859. 



Arranged hy months, sexes^ and divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



S£X. 



January . 
February. 



March. 



April 



May. 



June. 



July. 



August • 



Male, 

Female, 

Total. 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated, 
Total. 

Male, 

Female, 

Total. 

Male, 
Female, 
Not staled. 
Total. 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total. 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total. 

Male, 
Female, 
Not stated. 
Total. 

Male, 

Female, 

Total. 



I 



195 
152 
347 

155 

160 

1 

316 

177 
160 
337 

177 

139 

3 

319 

159 

185 

5 

349 

194 

151 

2 

347 

20•^ 
224 

1 
427 

188 
189 
377 



DITI8I0R8 or TBI STATI. 



15 

8 

23 

5 

9 



14 

8 

3 

11 

6 

7 



13 

5 
13 



18 

7 
5 



12 

8 
12 

20 

7 
11 
18 



t 



18 

5 

23 

14 
11 



25 

10 
17 
27 

14 
10 



24 

12 
11 



23 

18 
3 



21 

11 
12 

• • 
23 

12 
12 
24 



I 

I 



14 
17 
31 

22 
26 



48 

24 
22 
46 

32 
13 



45 

17 
21 



38 

16 
19 



35 

23 

28 

1 

52 

26 
27 
53 






54 

54 

108 

55 
54 



109 

61 

56 

117 

49 
49 



98 

55 

62 

1 

118 

76 
51 

1 
128 

64 

78 



142 

60 

61 

121 



^ 



74 

65 

139 

52 
46 



98 

64 

53 

117 

62 
45 



107 

55 
67 

122 

65 
65 

130 

78 
82 



160 

70 

70 

140 



20 

3 

23 

7 
14 

1 
22 

10 

9 

19 

14 

15 

3 

32 

15 

11 

4 

30 

12 
8 
1 

21 

18 
12 



30 

13 

8 

21 
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Table II. BIRTHS. 1859. Continued. 





SKX. 


1 

1 


smsioHS or thi raii. 


MONTHS. 


i 


1 


£ 


%i 


! 

> 


8 

1 


September . • • 


Male, 


186 


5 


15 


31 


61 


63 


11 




Female, 


175 


6 


15 


16 


69 


55 


14 




Total. 


361 


11 


30 


47 


130 


118 


25 


October • • • • 


Male, 


189 


9 


18 


24 


62 


66 


10 




Female, 


162 


10 


21 


20 


51 


51 


9 




Not stated. 


1 


• • 


• • 


• • 


1 


• • 


• • 




Total. 


352 


19 


39 


44 


114 


117 


19 


November . . . 


Male, 


189 


8 


14 


20 


66 


69 


12 




Female, 


211 


10 


20 


23 


77 


66 


15 




Not stated. 


1 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


• • 


1 




Total. 


401 


18 


34 


43 


143 


135 


28 


December . . . 


Male, 


198 


15 


17 


21 


73 


64 


8 




Female, 


189 


14 


13 


21 


69 


63 


9 




Not stated, 


3 


• • 


1 


• • 


• • 


• • 


2 




Total. 


390 


29 


31 


42 


142 


127 


19 


Aggregate. • • 


Male, 


2209 


98 


173 


270 


736 


782 


150 




Female, 


2097 


108 


150 


253 


731 


728 


127 




Not stated, 


17 


• • 


1 


1 


3 


• • 


12 




Total. 


4323 


206 


324 


524 


1470 


1510 


289 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES. 1859. 
Arranged hy months^ and divisions of the State. 



HONrns. 

January^ « . . . . . . 

February , 

March 

April . • , * 

May 

June 4... 

July*.,.. 

August 

September 

October 

November* t, ... ; 

December p 

Not stated 

Total 



Who]*! 
K amber. 



135 
115 
150 
112 
153 
126 
127 
117 
153 
171 
183 
127 
3 
1672 



smHtont or XKt #T\t£. 



I 



6 
4 
6 
1 

T 

9 
6 

4 

5 

11 

4 
■ * 
63 



a 

p 



9 
11 
13 
16 
17 
14 

9 
10 

9 
13 

8 
10 

139 



a 



20 
20 
23 
11 
21 
15 
12 
18 
21 
26 
81 
10 

m . 

228 



33 
38 
39 
34 
4ii 
34 
44 
27 
36 
39 
45 
34 
3 
452 






62 
32 
48 
46 
50 
54 
44 
48 
59 
64 
61 
63 

611 



8 

d 

I 

□ 

15 

10 

21 

4 

12 

9 

9 

8 

24 

24 

27 

16 

* . 

179 



8 
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Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED. 1859. 

[Read thus : 60 men, under twenty, married women under twenty ; 10 men, under twoity, married 
women between twenty and twenty-flye ; 908 men, between twenty and twenty-five, married women 
under twenty, &c.] 





AOM or iroMiir. 


1 

j 


AUES OF MEN. 


1 


if 


U 


4 


5B 


^ 


i 


^ 


^ 


^ 


^ 1 




5 


a 


3 


E 


s 


a 


s 


s 


^ 


B ,' 




& 


S 


a 


S 


^ 


s 


« 


8 


:s 


s 


g 


S 


'f^ 


Under 20 


60 


10 


1 


1 


* « 


■ • 


■ • 


1 
* « * « 






* • 


72 


20 and under 25,,. 


303 


351 


58 


6 


m p 


A • 


• w 


■ > 








4 « 


718 


25 '* 30.,.«.... 


]01 


204 


109 


15 


3 


1 


* • 


V ■ 








fl * 


433 


30 " 35 


25 


62 


61^6 


6 


1 


• » 


* f 










182 


35 ** 40 


4 


23 


29 


16 


8 


5!l 


• f 








• * 


86 


40 '• 45,,, 


3 


7 


12 


17 


17 


5' 2 


1 








a • 


64 


45 't 50 


' *| 


3 


8 


611 


6 


4 


1 1 






* • 


40 


50 '* 55 


2 


, J 


3 




3 


4 


2 


5.. 






fe • 


23 


55 '* 60 




2 


2 




3 


5 


4 


1 2 






i* 


20 


60 '* 65 




• * 


m m 




2l 


a.. 


1 1 






* m 


8 


65 " 70. 




i i 


* * 




♦ • 


2. 1 


1 2 




1 


» « 


9 


70 " 75 




m m 


■ • 


* • 


1 


* • 


■ * 


3.. 




1 


* V 


5 


Not stated 




m m 


4 * 


t • 


« > 


■ * 


■ > 


1 
• ■ 1 ■ ■ 




• ■ 


12 


12 


WholeNo.ofWomen.-., 


498 


fi62 


2839454 


32:14 


13 6 


1 


2^ 


13 1672 



Table VI. DEATHS. 1859. 
Arranged hy months, sexes^ and divisions of the State. 



MONTHS. 



SEX. 



Dmsioirs OF thb stati. 









£§ 



11 



January . 
February. 
March.. . 



Male, 

Female, 

Total. 

Male, 

Female, 

Total. 

Male, 

Female, 

Total. 



105 
107 
212 

79 

80 

159 

81 

87 

168 



6 
10 
16 
4 
5 
9 
3 
4 
7 



11 
8 

19 
4 
5 
9 
8 
7 

15 



11 
13 
24 

8 
18 
26 
14 
13 
27 



21 
28 
49 
15 
22 
37 
30 
24 
54 



47 
45 
92 
36 
29 
65 
23 
33 
56 



13 
12 
1 
13 
3 
6 
9 
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Table VI. DEATHS. 1859. Continued. 











DIYISIONS or THI STATI. 






SEX. 


1 














MONTHS. 








|8 
IE 


« 


1 








1^ 

■g a 
nS 


4 


& 1 




If 


April 


Male, 


100 


3 


10 


15 


23 


42 


7 




Female, 


85 


4 


6 


24 


19 


24 


8 




Total. 


185 


7 


16 


39 


42 


66 


15 


May 


Male, 


86 


4 


7 


7 


26 


37 


5 




Female, 


86 


4 


7 


13 


23 


37 


2 




Total. 


in 


8 


14 


20 


49 


74 


7 


June 


Male, 


78 


3 


8 


6 


22 


34 


5 




Female, 


78 


10 


7 


4 


18 


31 


8 




Not stated, 


1 


• • 


1 


• • 


• • 


• • 


» • 




Total. 


157 


13 


16 


10 


40 


65 


13 


Jiilv 


Male, 


96 
90 


3 
2 


12 
5 


9 
11 


22 
26 


43 
39 


7 


J uiy •• •••••• 


Female, 


7 




Total. 


186 


5 


17 


20 


48 


82 


14 


August 


Male, 


140 


11 


13 


15 


40 


52 


9 




Ferpale, 


131 


16 


13 


13 


40 


44 


5 




Total. 


271 


27 


26 


28 


80 


96 


14 


September. • . 


Male, 


126 


8 


19 


18 


30 


47 


4 




Female, 


120 


11 


6 


18 


35 


45 


5 




Total. 


246 


19 


2b 


36 


65 


92 


9 


October • • • • 


Male, 


89 


4 


6 


8 


25 


37 


9 




Female, 


78 


4 


9 


14 


15 


32 


4 




Total. 


167 


8 


15 


22 


40 


69 


13 


November . • • 


Male, 


80 


8 


5 


9 


22 


30 


6 




Female, 


93 


8 


6 


16 


17 


38 


8 




Total. 


173 


16 


11 


25 


39 


68 


14 


December. . . . 


Male, 


88 


6 


9 


7 


21 


38 


7 




Female, 


86 


8 


8 


9 


22 


36 


3 




Total. 


174 


14 


17 


16 


43 


74 


10 


Aggregate . • • 


Male, 


1148 


63 


112 


127 


297 


466 


83 




Female, 


1121 


86 


87 


166 


289 


433 


60 




Not stated. 
Total. 


1 


• • 


1 


• • 


• • 


• • . 


• • 




2270 


149 


200 


293 


586 


899 


143 
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Table Vlf. DEATHS. 
Shoviing the number of each sex who 



1859. 
died in each period 



\ 

TOWNS ANB DH^TIU , 
IONS OF THE STATE. ; SEX, 


r4 ' 

1 ^ 


-S 5 


B 


a 

IS 


:3 
s 

s 


3 


!^ is 


S 

5 

g 


Baprinuton * * * * * * Mnl^ 


2 1 
.. 1 

3 2 
7 2 
1 2 
b 5 
6: 5 

12 8 

1 


. .' - - 


1 

1 


■ * 

■ » 
« 1 

1 

5 
5 
5 
6 


* • 

. m 

3 

, . 
2 
1 

? 


1 

2 
1 
1 
2 
3 


.J ■ 


1 


Bristol 

Warren 

BtlSTOL Co 


Female, 
Male, 
r Female, 
Male, 
Female, 
Male, 
Female, 

Total. 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Mole, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Not staled, 

Male, 

Female, - 

Not slated. 

Total. 

Male, 
Female, 

Male, 
Female, 

Male, 

Ffcmale, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Total. 


1 

! 
2 
1 
3 
2 
6 


2 
2 


* • 

2 
3 

1 
3 
3 


"i 
2 
3 
1 
4 

3 


a a 

2 
2 

. a 

2 

4 


Covenlfy . - . . , . 

East Greenwich* . 
West Greenwich , 
Warwick 

Kekt Co 


IS 

3 
2 
4 

* ■ 

2 

18 

8 

1 

21 

10 

1 


13 
3 
2 

■ . 
• * 

1 

S 

1 

13 
2 


8 


2 

1 

■ ■ 

■ ■ 

2 


1 
1 

*i 

i * 

1 
1 

• . 


11 

2 
1 

■ ■ 

» * 

I 
1 

3 
2 

. , 


■ * 

1 

• a 

• 1 

• a 

8 
3 


5 

1 
4 
2 
2 
.. 

•3 

1 

■ « 

6 

7 


6 
4 

• ■ 
a * 

1 
1 
1 

1 
4 

. • 

6 
6 

. « 


7 
3 

« • 

1 

1 
2 
I 

a . 

2 
6 

a . 


7 

1 

1 
] 

a * 
a a 
a a 
I 1 

2 

2 
3 

a » 


B'allEiTor 

Jamestown 

Little Cotnpton . - 
Middletown .* , . 


32 

* . 

7 

i 

16 

16 

'i 

is 

23 
ll 


1$ 

4 

3 

• * 

■ « 

• * 

• * 
1 

. > 

8 
8 

16 


m m 

* , 

* • 

* . 
. . 

4 
6 

10 


5 

■ . 

• * 

• p 

. . 

2 

3 

4 


2 

i 

1 

2 

i 

3 
4 


i 4 
m * 

•a 

4 

1 
1 

• • 

7 
12 


6 

a • 

1 

a . 

* *i 
m w 
t . 

• . 

1 
2 

. * 

• • 

1 

■ * 

* m 

2 
3 

5 


13 
2 
1 

i m 

1 

. . 
« a 

2 
3 

a « 
. ■ 

1 

• m 

1 
6 
5 

11 


12 

1 
1 

2 

. a 
. . 
a . 

3 

* • 

■ * 

■ * 
a • 

.. 
6 
3 

9 


8 

a • 

■• 

a . 
• » 

3 

2 
4 
4 

a • 
a a 
, a 

1 

2, 

a a 

€ 
16 


5 

■ * 

3 

,a 

tf a 
1 ■ 

a , 
4 a 

4 


New Shorcham . ♦ 
Fort&mouth - * - • 

Tiverton 

Net^port Co.,.. 

c:^= — : : L 


2 

i a 
a ■ 

a a 

i a 

1 
4 
& 
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of life. 



Table VII. DEATHS. 1859. 

in eeery town and division of the Slate. 



' " 


9 
s 
9 




s 


8 

s 


4 
s 

8 


s 


12 


8 
S 


8S 
S 

s 


8 
s 




i 


1 


TOTAL. 


s 


3 s 


1 


1 




1 


1 
i 

4 

3 

2 

7 


• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 


• • 

2 

1 


• • 

2 
2 


• • 

• t 

3 

1 

2 
1 
5 
2 


2 

• • 

• • 

1 

2 

1 


• • 

2 

• • 

3 
1 
5 
1 


• • 

• • 
1 

4 

1 
4 
2 
8 


• • 

• • 

• • 
5 
4 

• * 

4 
5 


• • 

• • 

1 

4 

1 

'2 
4 


• • 

• • 

i 
2 

3 


• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 


• • 

•• 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

i 


1 
"1 

• • 


6 
26 
31 
63 


2 

42 
42 

86 


— 

• • 

1 
1 

f • 


8 
68 
73 


9 

• • 

2 

• .• 

• f 

2 
5 

• • 

4 
5 

• • 


1 

1 
2 

2 

• * 
2 
4 

6 
5 

• • 


3 

• • 

• • 

• • 
3 
3 

• • 


4 

• • 
2 

• • 

• • 

• * 

2 
3 

• • 


7 

I 
1 
1 
1 
J 
1 
2 
1 

5 
4 

• • 


3 
2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

4 

• • 


6 
2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


10 

2 
1 
2 
4 
3 

• • 
1 
1 

• • 
8 
6 

• • 


9 

1 
4 

1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 

• • 
6 
8 

• • 


6 

1 
1 

• • 

2 

• • 

•i 

• • 

•2 
3 

• • 


3 

1 
2 

'4 


2 

• • 

• • 
1 

• • 

• • 

• • 
1 

• • 

1 
1 


1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 


1 


• • 

29 
25 
14 
44 

112 


• • 

87 

16 

8 

37 

87 


149 

56 
40 
22 

82 


9 

2 
2 

• • 

• # 

• * 

• • 
1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

7 
6 


11 

1 

b 

2 
5 


6 
2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 
2 

• • 

• • 
1 
1 

1 

• • 

6 
3 


5 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

6 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

6 


9 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

3 
5 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

5 

7 


5 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

5 

8 

• • 

• • 

5 
11 


8 

• • 

• • 

• • 

•• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 
5 
6 


14 

1 

. • • 

1 
1 

2 

• • 
2 

• • 

4 

7 

• • 

• • 
2 

• • 

• • 

4 
12 
12 


14 

1 
1 

• • 

• • 

2 

• • 

1 
1 
3 
7 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 
1 
1 
8 
11 


5 

1 
2 

• • 

• • 

• • 
2 
1 

• • 

3 

6 

• • 

1 
1 

• • 

2 

• • 
8 

11 


4 

• • 

2 

2 

2 

'2 

1 

8 


2 
'2 

i 
1 
3 


0. 

• f 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 
f t 

1 
2 


S 


• • 

17 
4 

10 
7 

71 
} 
7 

10 
127 


• • 

22 

1 

9 

5 

107 

3 

6 

13 

166 


200 

39 

5 

19 

12 

178 

4 

13 

23 


13 


7 


9 


7 


12 


16 


11 


24 


19 


19 


9 


4 


3 


3 


, •• 


V % %\% % 


m% 
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Table VII. DEATHS. 1859. Continued. 



TOWN)^ AND mX}f^ 
JONS OF TUE STATK. 



B I 3 



^ 


14 


S 


3 


5 


B 


« 


■* 


to 



^ 


B 


5 


s 


S 


^ 



Burri'lvilLe . < . i 
Cmoslon 

Cumberland - ' 

Foster 

Glocester . * . 
Johnston * * , 
North Providence 

Scltuate i . 

Smilbfield 

Towns, Prov, Co. 



Pbovidence 
City. 



Male, 

Female, 

Mule, 

F<unale, 

Male, 

Ft male, 

Mule, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Mule, 

Female, 

Mule, 

Female^ 

Mate, 

Female, 

Mule, 

Female, 

Male, 

Pemule, 

TotaU 

Male, 
Female, 

Total. 



Charlestown * . 

Exeter 

HopkLQtoD . •. 



Male, 

Female, 
I Male, 
Female, 
Male, 

Female, 
North Kingstown .jMale, 

Female, 
South Kingstown . 



Richmond . * . • . . 
Westerly . . , - . . 
WiSHlNffTON Co, 



Male, 

Kemale, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

Male, 

Female, 

TotaL 



2 

3 

16 

12 

I 

1 

5 

5 

47 

40 



87 



100 



5 

3 
9 
5 



9l 1 

5] 6 
.J 2 

2; 
3 



2B 
23 



1 
1 

* « 
1 
3 
2 

* ■ 

■ 4 
1 

8 



5l! 25 



40 
70|40 



27 
20 



170 80 



2 
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 
7 



16 
16 



2 

ii .. 

2; 

S 18 

4I19 



12, 37 



7, 31 
3 23 



47 



33 



14! 7l 



10 



H 



9 
II 



20 



3 



2 

a 

6 

15 



21 

11 
21 



32 



3 

6 
12 
15 



27 29 29 



20 
26 



46 



J 
1 

2 1 
1 



7 5 



2 
5 
3 
1 



1 
1 
7 
1 
1 

4, 1 

2 3 

14 12 

I5I 17 



19 29 

20 30 



39 ^ 



S 7 
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Table VII. 


DEATHS. 


1859. 


Continued, 












3 

s 




3 


3 


s 
s 






8 


3 
3 


i 

s 


1 
1 


i 


TOTAL, 


1 


1 


1 


a 


2 

■ ■ 
5 
1 
1 
1 

• * 

2 
S 

m M 

• • 
1 

5 

• * 

1 

• • 
12 

9 


2 

1 

1 ■ 

2 

6 
7 


1 

* 1 

S 

1 
6 
S 

m t 

* m 
M m 

* • 

2 
3 
4 

A ■ 

1 
1 

3 

14 
13 


s 

2 

2 

4 
1 
1 

1 

1 # 

2 
J 
2 

1 
• • 

1 

4 

b 

14 

15 


6 
S 
6 
2 
2 

14 
5 


1 

* • 

4 

1 

6 
1 

* • 

* • 
■ • 

1 

1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
4 
1 
15 
18 


• * 

• ■ 

2 

2 

10 

5 


1 
I 

> » 

1 

■ • 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

3 

i * 

1 

2 

1 

9 

12 


* « 
2 
1 
3 
3 
3 

t 1 

a I 
m » 
A » 

6 
3 

2 

2 
11 

17 


1 

• • 

• * 

> • 

• * 

1 

2 

m I 

8 
5 


■ * 

i ■ 
a i 


1 

i 

1 


2 

i 

3 


1 


3 

1 * 
■ • 

s 

1 a 

* t 

6 
3 


2a 

46 
53 
14 
13 
21 
64 
22 
41 
297 


21 

44 

46 

7 

7 

85 

76 

22 

41 

269 




44 
90 
99 
21 
20 
40 
140 
44 
S8 


iil 

19 
S3 


13 

19 
15 


27 

19 
16 


29 

15 
12 


19 

17 
17 


27 

21 

9 


15 

14 
22 


21 

10 
6 


28 

10 
15 


13 

8 
S 


15 2 

5 .. 
9 3 


4 

1 

1 


9 


■ a 

466 


433 


* f 


586 


41 

< * 
« ■ 

• ■ 

2 

• ■ 
p ■ 

3 


34 

• M 
m m 

• ■ 

• t 

■ ■ 
« * 

m m 
m m 

• • 

2 


35 

1 

• ■ 

1 

• ■ 

1 

« « 

2 
3 
1 
3 

■ • 

10 
3 


27 

m t 

« ■ 

■ « 

• m 

3 

1 
2 

* ■ 

4 

1 


34 

1 
2 

2 

1 


30 

■ ■ 

■ m 

m * 
4 4 

2 

m m 
m W 
t • 

• 1 

4 


36 

f * 

• * 

'a 

2 


16 

1 

i > 
t ■ 

t B 

* > 

3 
2 
2 

1 

1 
1 

• « 
1 

7 
5 


25 

• « 

1 
1 

■ * 

1 

■ w 

8 

J 
2 

4 

* m 
m m 

1 

4 * 

7 
6 


13 
! 

.. 

1 * 

« ■ 

• • 

2 
1 

■ 1 

2 
2 

* • 

1 
1 
6 
4 


14 

• ■ 

* • 

a a 
< « 

■ a 
f a 

1 

• * 

* a 
1 

2 


3 


2 




a a 

7 

4 

9 

24 

20 

9 

10 

83 


4 

1 

3, 

17 

22 

7 

6 

60 


• a 


899 

11 
5 

12 
41 
42 
16 
16 


9 3 


13| ^ 


3 5 


7 


12 


18 


10 


3 


aU. 


a • 


\ " 


\ • • 


^. .V \\^ 
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RECAPITULATION. 



COUKTIESL 


BMX. 


\t 


a 


5 


^ 
s 


4 


s 

B 


s 


Si 

s 


a 


a 


4 
a 






[6 




w 


C9 


^ 


«o 


a 


a 


» 


Si 


H 


Bristol 


Male. 
Female, 

Total. 


6 
IS 


5 

6 


2 
6 


2 


1 


s 

6 


5 2 
1 3 


3 
3 


4i » 




3 


4 




18 


13 


8 


^' 


11 


6 


5 


6 


7 


7 


Ke^t , i 


Male, 


i!I 


13 


..' 3| , 


3 


3 


6 


6 


2 


2 




Femnle, 


, 10 


2! 5; 2 


1 


2 


3 


7 


6 


6 


3 




Not smted, 
Total. 


; » 


• * 


' ■ * ■ ■ 


w m 


■ ■ 


• ■ 


4 * 


* • 


■ 1 


t * 




32 


15 


5 S 


2 


5 


6 


13 


12 


8 


5 


Newpoet 


Male, 


18 


8 


4 3 


1 


7 


2 


6 


6 


6 


4 




Fern ale J 
TotaU 


23 


Si 6 1 


3 


5 


3 


S 


3 


10 


5 




41 


16' 10 4 


4 


12 


5 


11 


9 


lej 9 


Fhovjdrnce . . « . 


Mo[e, 


14? 


(>8 39 24 


15 


49 


12 


17 


32 33! 40 




Female, 
Total. 


110 


GS; 33 25 


7 


42 


17 36 


41 35 47 




257 


131 


72 


49 


22 


91 


29| 53 


73 


68 


8T 


Washington- *#- 


Male, 


7 


4 


1 


1 


1 


5 


* • 


3 


3 


2 


a 




Female, 
Total, 


7 


3 


■ • 


2 


« 4 


3 


• • 


5 


2 


3 


5 




14 


7 


-J 


3 


1 


8 


* • 


'7 


5 


5 


7 


Whole State . • . 


Male, 


199 


98 


46 


31 


18 


69 


22 


33 


50 


47 


a.| 




Female. 


162 


84 


50 


32 


12 


58 


24 


56 


55 


57 64 




Not stated, 
Total. 


] 


* * 


' m 


* « 


• « 


• * 


■ « 


• * 


k « 


I 1 *■ * 




36'^ 


182 


m 63 


30 


127J 46l 89 


105 


io4!iia 
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RECAPITULATION. 





3 


& 






3 


1 


„i 


X 


9 

s 
S 


s 


4 
s 
s 


i 
1 

8 


I 


TOTAt. 




s 1 s 


1 


1 


1 t 


2 

1 


1 


2 

1 


2 5 
2 2 


2 

1 


& 2! 4 2 

1 s; 5 4 


3 


• • 

2 


• ■ 

1 


1 

■ ■ 


63 


86 




9 


1 


3 


4 


7 


3 


6 


10 


9 


6 


3 


a 


1 


1 








149 


4 
5 

• * 


6 
5 

• • 


3 
3 

* • 


2 
3 

> • 


5 
4 


4 

1, 


7 

1 

* ■ 


8 
6 


6 

6 

1 • • 


2 
3 

■ * 


4 

» ■ 
• • 


1 
1 

• 4 


> • 
• * 


• • 

• * 

• * 


112 

1 


87 


) 




9 


11 


6 


6 


9 


5 


8 


14j 14 


5 


4 


2 


w « 


■ • 








200 


7 
6 


2 
5 


6 
3 


1 
6 


6 
7 


5 
U 


5 
6 


12 
12 


8 
11 


8 

n 


1 

8 


1 
3 


1 

2 


t 4 

3 


127 


166 






13 


7 


9 


7 


12 


16 


11 


24 


19 


19 


« 


4 


3 


3 








293 


81 
81 


25 
28 


33 
29 


29 
27 


31 
23 


36 
21 


S4 
27 


19 

18 


21 
33 


16 
10 


13 
16 


1 
4 


2 
4 


6 
3 


763 


722 






62 


47 


62 


56 


53 


57 


51 


37 


53 


26 29 


5 


6 


9 








1486 


6 
3 


2 

1 


10 
3 


4 
1 


S 

1 


4 

1 


5 
2 


7 
5 


7 
6 


61 1 

41 2 

1 


1 
1 


* * 




83 


60 






9 


3 


13 


5 


3 


5 


7 


12 


13 


10 


3 


2 


• • 


« • 








143 


50 
52 

■ ■ 


36 
S3 

■ I 


54 

39 

* 4 


38 
39 


48 
36 

4 ■ 


51 

35 


46 
37 


48 
49 


46 
63 


34 
32 

4 ■ 


19 
89 


it 

• • 


3 

7 


7 
6 


1148 


1121 


1 




102 


69, 


93 


77 


84 


86 


83 


97|lOB 


66; 48 


15 


loi 


13 






2270 
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m 



S 

m 






S 



IS 



;£ 
o 
i 

e 



1 






1 



Q 

i 



s 

1 



fc 



isntt(i »»N 




* 




. ^ ; 


■ 


• 


• m 


i ■ 
k m 


• 4 




<■ ■ 
P . 


■ 
■ 




• 
• 




*i*AO pair og 




+ • 








1 


pp. 


w m 




08o»0i 




,-, . 






. ^ l-l . 


• 


r p * 1 






1 'Oi 0* OS 


-; 


• 
* 
* 
* 






^I>TJ<^ 


« 4^-4 .^ r^^ » 


» • • 4 


n^- i 




^1 




• • 


, ^ —4 ^4 ^^ 


- (N-i ; 


:- :i 


09^0* 




* 






• • 


•(M ^ < 


• 
P 


I p p 1 

1 ' * 4 




1 


■ot«n€e 








■~4 


+ i 


p ■ ■ ■ 
« > • < 


P 4 






• 
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Table X. OncUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 


^H 


OCCUPATIONS. 


AQES AT DEATH. 


iE 


1 


1 1 


£ 


4 t 


s 


p: si 

B '& 


^ 
5 

S 


1 


Account&nC •«>......... 




3 


I 


• t 

'i 


1' 


1 
3 

20 
2 




5 
2 
3 

9 

1 
2 
J 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 

27 
1 
2 
6 
2 
10 
2 
5 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
J 

131 
3 
1 
3 
3 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 
1 

120 

1 

1 

14 

8 

25 
6 


209 

95 

103 

403 

81 

95 

29 

35 

75 

37 

86 

160 

80 

1.451 

46 

132 

251 

106 

357 

91 

333 

109 

40 

62 

87 

lU 

60 

138 

55 

8,417 

126 

45 

178 

215 

253 

42 

40 

42 

74 

367 

34 

5,829 

64 

38 

603 

424 

1,080 

403 


41.80 1 

47.50 ■ 

34.33 ■ 

44.77 ■ 

81.00 ■ 

47.50 ■ 

29.00 ■ 

35.00 ■ 

75.00 ■ 

37.00 ■ 

43.00 ■ 

53.33 ■ 

80.00 ■ 

53.74 ■ 

46.00 ■ 

61.00 ■ 

41.83 ■ 

53.00 " 

35.7o ' 

45.50 

66.60 

54.50 

40.00 

62.00 

87.00 

35.55 

60.00 

46.00 

55.00 

64.25 

42.00 

45.00 

59.33 

71.66 

50.60 

42 00 

40.00 

42.00 

74.00 

40.77 

34.00 

48.57 

54.00 

38.00 

43.07 

53 00 

43.20 

67.17 


Afienl .••••• 


I 

1 

3 


Barber .►... 


i 




Siacksmith ..••■.•.«>... 


■ Bleacher ■•••■..■.k^..* 


1 PIrrckmakftf i, ■..*..•*... 








■ * 

■ * 






H flnafhiiilffrF •>..* 




^P T^ofikhinfipf . i * • 


Brassfounder <•■.•>...*« 




Butcher ••. ■<....* 








*i 


m ■ 

1 

• * 


H Cabinetmaker ••.......• 




■ Calico Printer • • * - 

Caulktir ,,.<•..<.. 


CUTDCJUtPTi tm*mw-,,*mmm*W 


5 






2 

i 

■ B 

1 

i 

• • 


3 

• ■ 

1 

■ ■ 

I 
1 

3 

• • 

1 


5 

41 

14 

4 

1 


f!!nrriai7^rnftkpf .. .,. *- •■ 


f^rishi(*r ... .. .. ...... 






Oiparmakp'r* «•«.«.•.«•• 


2 




♦ * 


fllerpviTiiin ••.^.•..^.■a 


Clerk 


3 




Cook •- * 


CooDev* •«••.■ ..*• 




Coachman ...... 

Ourrier« •Aa«a«*«*iaa.B«« 






'• 


Cuatotn Hous^ Officer- . t • 






Dentist- 








'■ 


Dyer 








1 


1 

1 
1 

« * 

as 

■ » 

* * 

1 
1 

1 

* ■ 
« a 


Engraver* ••<•<•«. *«fca* 








T^lnffinpPT a*^*. *...*...** 








• • 

1 

14 
2 


Kxnrp9i«idrivpr ........•■ 




'PfHrnf^r ...... .. ....«■ 






12 


^M jPisbGrman •«•••■ ■>•• •> 


■ Fuller 


^H Ciordpner ••>■•■ * m t m .. * * 






^P Oentleoiiin «.•• * * 








^' Grocer «• ■• •• «*•««■•* 
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♦ 

• m 


Hnckmnn. ...........a* 




Harnessmakeri •■•■•^^•i 






1 Hostler, .titkk. *«*•*.»•! 






^1 Trnnroiinripr «••••*,• i ■■ « 






^1 .Tf^wr'lpr *■ • ■■ 


15 


34 


* * 

29 


1 

14 

1 

'4 

2 
5 
1 

■ 


2 
20 

• ■ 

1 

3 

• • 
1 


I Jeweler, (female) 

^ Ijabof er • * 


liSwy^f -.,- tt ti'fftt** 


Tjineinalcer ••••■ ■■ ••>•« 




1 • 


■ 


l^jiehiniRt •^■^■■■■■••■hb 


4 

1 
8 


TVf flfiiifaf^hirP'r ..*. .•«.•> 


Mariner ••••*••»•«•«•• 


K Maflon * t.^i ■■ li. •' 




■ 


■ 


■ 


■ 


■ 




Mechanic 
Merchant 

Miller 

Millmer, {female) 

Musician 

Muiespinnt 

Nailer 

Nurse, (female) 

Operative 

Operative, (female) 

Overseer, (male) 

O^Bterman 

Painter 

Peddler 

Policeman 

Postmaster 

Pork packer 

Porter 
Physician 

Printer 

Puddler 

Rigger 

Secretary Insurance Co 

Servant, (female) 

Sexton 

Shipmaster 

Shoemaker 

Stonecuiter 

Stontj layer 

Stablckeeper 

Staged river 

Tailor 

Tailorcss *-*<.-. 

Teacher 

Teacher, (female) 
Teamster, <, ^. *, 
Tax Collector 
Telegraph Operator 

Tinman «... 

Town Clerk 

Trader . 

Waiter 

Washerwoman 
Watchman . * 
Weaver .... 
Wheelwright 

Total 90 106,67 761898347 
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SUPPLEMEI^T TO TaBLE XL 



In the table on the preceding page, all those occupations are given which 
furnished three or more deaths from specified causes. The following is a 
summary of occupations in which less than three deaths occurred from 
given causes. Table XI. and supplement include all the cases in which the 
occupation, together with the cause of death, was given in our returns — 
ages under twenty, or unspecified, being omitted in both table and supple- 
ment. The whole number of cases is 539 ; — 104 more than in the last 
report. 



Agent, Suicide. 

Brassfounder, Apoplexy. 

Boatbuilder, Pleurisy, 

Bookbinder, Intemperance. 

Bleacher, Old Age. 

Blockmaker, Intemperance^ Old Age. 

Butcher, Bowels, Disease of 

Cabinetmaker, Consumption, (two cases ) 

Calico Printer, Consumption, (two cases.) 

Caulker. Old Af^e. 

Cashier of Bank, Gravel, Liver^Disecue of 

Coachman, Pneumonia, Liver, nisease of 

Clergyman, ThrocU^ Disease of, Debility. 

Currier, Consumption, 

Custom House Officer, Heart, Disease of 

Carriagemakcr, Consumption. 

Cook, Apoplexy, Tumor. 

l)entist, Old Age. 

Dyer, Exhaustion, Asthma, 

Engraver, Consumption. 

Expressdriver. Cancer. 

Fuller, Pneumonia. 

Hackman, Typhoid Fever, Consumption. 

fiamessmaker. Drowning. 

Hostler, Consumption. 

Ironfounder, Pneumonia. 



Ifwjer, Consumption 

Line Manufiu;turer, Typhoid Fever. 

Livery Stable Keeper, Consumption. 

Miller, Consumption, CoMsaUy. 

Milliner, Colic. 

Overseer, Consumption^ Abscess, 

Oysterman, Drowning. 

Peddler, Apoplexy. 

Printer, Apoplexy, Bowels, LnJUunmalion of 

Puddler, Dysentery. 

Porkpacker, RheumcUtsm, 

Policeman, Dropsy. 

Bigger, Bowels, Infammation of 

Secretary Insurance Co., Cancer, 

Servant, (female). Consumption, 

Sexton, Dysentery, 

&eamBtT&», poisoned by Iodine^ Consumption, 

Stonelayer, Typhoid Fever, 

Tax Collector, Apoplexy, 

Top-roll coverer. Consumption, 

Telegraph operator, Consurr^tion, 

Town Clerk, Apoplexy. 

Waiter, Consumption. 

Washerwoman, Dropsff of Chest, 

Wheelwright, i>roumtn^, OMAge, 

Watchman, Peritonitis. 
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Table XIL 



Shoietng the prevailing winds, the mean altitude of the haromtter in de- 
grees, the mean dmrness of the sky^ the number of days fair, variahh^ 
of rain or snoit, the quantity of rain or snou? in inches^ together with 
the number of thunder storffts^Jor each month of the year 1859, 

f lom the obsenraliong of PnorESiOB Ca^well^ of Brown UulTersitj, ProTidence. 



1868. 



Janimry . . . 

Jeb ruaTj , , , 

Mftrck 

April ,-**.. 

May 

June .... . 

July. 

Aagust « , , , 
September , 
October . . . 
Bovember ^ . 
December I. 



PRSTAlMNCt WHTSS. 



a. w* 10 urs, w, N, 13 

W. K, 10 DYS, K. E. 9 
W. H. 14 PTB. s. w. 8 

w. m. 14 ma. N. E. 7 
w. E. 11 BTa. a w. 10 
s. w- 1 9 Dia. w, M. 7 
i. w, 11 0Tr&. w. K, 10 

W. W. 10 DY9- 3* W* y 
S. W. 13 DYB, W. N. 11 

-jiv, K, 18 DYH, a. w. 10 

**,8. W. IS DTE. W. N. 10 
, . W» N» 16 DTS. K, E. \f 



|n. W, 13T.2 BATS, 
8, W» 121,6 UAYB. 
N* E. IL DATB. 
E. 8* 29.4 DAYB, 



S0.049 
29,977 

29.860 
2i>.a23 
30.077 
30.007 
29,987 
29.993 
30.006 
29.931 
29.936 

ao,04i 



4,9 

6.1 

6.5 
6.0 
5,3 
6.0 
4.1 
4.3 
6.2 
4.S 
4.8 
5.U 



jruuBXH or dah. 






p-§ 



at 



k4 V 

° s 

pa d 



O' m 



5.76 

L86 

8.00 
2.28 
3,40 
7>06 
1.14 
3,69 
8,65 
2.62 
2.27 
3.45 






TVhole Year. 



t 



♦29.985 



5.12' 96 



151 



115 



45.16] 



Table XIIL 



Shotting the 7nean temperaiuret ^^'^ highest and lowest degree, and range ^ 
also the greatest change in twenty four hours ^ for each month of the 
year 1859. 

Prom the obaerr&tloQS of FBorfssoa Cifiw^m of Brown UniTerBitji Frorldence. 





THERMOMETER. 


GREATEST CHANGE IN 24 HRfl, 


i 


i 


1 


1 


1 


1 


Pate. 


JflTiuiirv ........ i 


33°.l 
24*^,5 
S2",8 
44° .2 
55*^,9 
63*^.7 
69''.2 
69*^.2 
59^6 
48".0 
43-3 
28^.4 


54" 
51^ 
60" 
09^ 
80° 
88^ 
90=* 

K 

78^ 

K 
ei" 


-IP 

14° 
13=^ 
29° 
42^^ 
46^ 
53^ 
48" 
39" 

K 


es^^.o 

37^.0 
47«.0 
40^.0 
S8^0 


21°r. 
23^r, 
25=r. 
25«r. 
24«r. 


27tli 


f ebnmrr ^ ............. . 


27th 


March 


17th J 


April , , , . 


80th 1 


May ,...., 


18th ■ 


June^ ... ^ .......... i .» . 


42^0 22^r,&A 


lOih 


July , 


37°.0 
37°.0 
39° .0 
49" 
41".0 
03^,0 


22°r. 
22"r, 
24"r. 
24^r. 
26"r. 
26 V- 


SOlh 


Aufrnst ^ , ..■■■..... 


29th and 80th 


Sentember ..,...,.. 


16th 


October 


iBt and 11th 


Wnvemb^r ... , . . . 


18th 


Dflcembsr 


12th 






IVbole Your ,.... 


47'^.6a 


IfO^ 


-IP 


101« 


2 6 r . & A ilSth NoT.& 1 2tlL l>oo. 



^ho Boroau^trlo r««KUiig5 are loduced to tbo «» Levol^ and to ttw tempemttm of 8S° IfiJueDlijeit. 



OBSERVATIONS. 



I 
I 



I 



Statistical scleiice scarcely had an existence at the commencement 
of the present century^ and it is only within the last twenty or thirty 
years, that it has begun to receive that consideration which it merits^ 
BB a most efficient means of extending the limits of positive knowl- 
edge — as the chief source of those premises^ from which may he de- ^ 
duced the principles of a just and tnie system of legislation. 

With whatever apparent success the a priori mode of reasoning 
may be applied to the solution of questions purely metaphysicalj it ia 
whoUy inefficient as a means of investigating physical properties and 
forces, where positive results are sought, and theories are compara- 
tively valueless. We can only arrive at a knowledge of physical law^ 
by becoming thoroughly acquainted with effects, or the modes in 
which the law is seen to operate. From results, we must reasoa 
back to the causes which control them, " Facts," thua become, " the 
body of science j" while ideas resulting therefrom "ai-eits souh" 
Facts must be comparable as well as numerous. Hence the neces- 
sity of intelligent^ systematic, extensive observation. It is this which 
gives so high a value to those inquiries instituted by governments, for 
the purpose of ascertaining national resources ^ — the numbers of 
the people, their social and sanitary conditions, as well as their prin- 
cipal relations to the State* 

The object of registration is to bring together the facts pertaining 
to men, socially and physically, m they are exhibited in three events ; 
births marriage and death. It forms but a single branch of statistical 
science, yet one whose importance can hardly be estimated in its rela- 
tion to the general economy of life- 
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It is singular, that a subject which has abeady yielded most benefi- ^ 
cent resultSj should have been so long neglected ; should even at 
present be carelessly regarded by some who have learned to yalue sta- fl 
tistics of agriculture, jnaniifactures and commerce — the facts of ■ 
property. The interests of property ai*e secondary to those of lifej 
morals and health. Theoretically, all admit this ; practically^ most 
men deny it. They are far more desirous of proving, by a written 
documentj their title to a rod of land^ than their legitimacy ; and are 
more anxious to increase the demand for marketable commodities, , 
than the probabilities of human life,* It is certainly disagreeable tofl 
remember, that the most effective argument which has been brought " 
to bear upon legislative bodies, in support of a system of registrntiouj 
has been, that, by a proper record of births, marriages and deaths, 
titles to property might frequently be established ; that considerable 
amounts of property are annually lost, through inability to furnish 
such evidence of heirship as these records supply. We do not pro- 
pose to discredit the importance of registration for purposes of legal 
investigation. '^ Wherever the rights of property are of any conse- 
<|uence, it is certainly necessary that a complete record of the birth, 
inarriage and death of every individual should be carefully pi-eserved." . 
But the benefits are comparatively few and insiguificant which may™ 
arise firom any such use of the facts of registration, which ai'e chiefly ™ 
important, as they ser^^e to elucidate the great principles of social and 
sanitaiy science — the laws of hfe. fl 

The normal increase of a population, by the excess of births over " 
the deaths, the frequency of marriages and the rate of mortahty, are 
elements essential in calculating the resources of any community, 
indicating its vital force, which ia the best exponent of material pros- 
perity and wealth. 

It is instructive to remai'k the connection between industrial activity 
and financial embarrassment — plenty and w^ant — and the vital 
movements of a people. 

It is particularly interesting to observe in a mixed population, like 
our own, the comparative fecundity and mortality of its native and 
foreign constituents, as well as to watch the process of assimilatioii 
going on between these classes, and which sooner or later must re- 
sult in their ethnological unity. 

*'*It would probably be impcsailile for a» large portion of the middle-ag^ raeu and women 
in the UDited States, to prove that their own parents were ever marriedn and that they 
hare any legitimate right to the name they hear."— Dr. JSnoufs Report im EcgisiraUont pr€^ 
Sffjittd to Us QuaranMiiS and SamU^ry Qmvenii<m. 
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The Btatistics of mortality assume a special value, as they establiah 
the average doration and probabilities of life in difEerent localities and 
States ; as they constitute a record of the progress of epidemics, with 
the conditions by which they may be individually modified, and fur- 
nish the elements of sanitary science fiom whichj perhaps, the world 
has more to hope as a means of checking disease and prolonging life, 
than from the more purely speculative art of medication- Indeed, the 
relations of the facts of registration, obtained in different countriesj 
in different localities in the same country, at different years and sea- 
sons of the year^ as affected by those manifold conditions which may 
modify them, furnish a most eattensive field for inquiry, and one 
which in importance is second to none which engages the attention of 
scientific minds. 

It is our purpose, in the present report, to consider the birthsj 
marriages and deaths registered in Khode Island, duriag the year 
1859j in their relation to some of the subjects to which we have thus 
generally alluded. It is, of course impossible within the usual limits 
of a report, to fiu'nish a complete analysis of the facts of registration, 
together with a systematic development of those reflections which they 
naturally suggest* Each year, especial prominence must be given to 
a few facts and principles, to the end that a series of reports may pre- 
sent a tolerable outline of the whole subject- 

The preliminary tables are almost identical in form with those used 
in previous reports. The form of Table III, has been changed, that 
it might embrace within itself a larger number of facts. 

Whenever the age, sex, cause of death, etc., was not given in the 
returns, we have used the words not stated ^ to indicate the feict, instead 
of the term unknown, which has commonly been employed* Two 
meteorological tables have been introduced, furnishing an abstract of 
the state of the weather during the year 1859. 

Several of the tabular forms occurring on subseijuent pages, have 
been adopted for the purpose of continuing inquiries originally pro- 
posed by Dr. C, W. Paesons, whose admirable reports from 1854 to 
1858, have contributed in no small degree to the high character of 
Rhode Island registration. 
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BIRTHS. 

The number of births recorded in the State, for the year ending 
December Slst, 1859, was 4,323.* This number does not include 
the still-bom, which have hitherto been classed with the births. 

The births, stiU-bom included, for each of the five past yearsj have 
been as follows : 

1865. Wm. ISfiT. 185». 19S9. 

2,926, 2,906. 4,026. 4,263. 4,500-* 

The number returned for 1855, w^as larger than for any preyious 
year. In 1856, there was a slight falling off In 1857, a remarkable 
increase, "which was undoubtedly owing mainly to the araendmenta 
in the registration law, which went into effect in the middle of that 
year," 

Bristol county, Kent county, and the towns of Providence county, 
reported in 1859, a larger number than the previous year, Newport 
county. Providence city, and Washington county, a smaller number. 
The excess is most marked in the towns of Providence county, and is 
chiefly owing to a yery great improvement in the Smithfield returns. 
The greatest diminution occurred in Providence city, the number 
bebg 131 less than in 1858, 

Season. — The following statement will show the number of births 
retm^ned for each quarter of the two past years : 

Lit Quarter. 2d QnnrtHT. M QuBrtcr. 4 th Qwirtuf. 

1858.-1,050. 1,019. 1,088. 1,106. > Still bom 

1859.— 1,C57. 1,060. 1,20S. 1,180. J included, 

1859.-1,000. 1,015. 1,165. 1,143. excluded. 

As has been invariably the case, there were more births in the 
last six months, (184 days), than in the first six months, (181 
days) I the proportions being nearly as 7 to 6. Equalizing the days 
for each period, we should be nearly correct in saying that for every 
seventeen born in the first half of the year, ninetien were bom in the 
last half. The same proportion has obtained for several years in 
Massachusetts. On the other hand, it appears that in England, an 
excess of births occurs in the first half of the year ; for every seven- 
teen bom in the first half of the year, there were sia:tem bom in the 

last half. 

*To whioli a4d 5* birtliB m North KkigatowTi, See ApptindLx. 



I 



< 




1859.] 



BIETHS. 



41 



The largest number of births occurred in the third quarter ; the 
largest number for Einjr month, (427) in July ; the smallest number, 
(316) in February, The per diem percentage for February, was how- 
ever, slightly above the average. There vi^as an increase as compared 
with the previous year, in each month of the year, except February, 
Marchj April and October. 



PAEENTAGE, 1859* 





BIRTHPLACE OF MOTHERS. 


Whole No. 


OF f ATHMKS. 


States. 


In>lflnc|. 


Brftttln. 


BrirlHh 
Amenca. 


Germany. 


other 


Not 
Stabcd, 


of 
Fatheia, 


United States* . 

Ireland * * 

Great Britain.. 
Bntieh Ameriosi 
Germany ***** 
Otfacr Foreign , 
Not Stated .... 


2,020 
55 

11 

6 

8 

10 


86 
L445 

30 
S 

12 
6 
1 


47 

M 
3S2 

a 

3 
2 


22 

11 

7 

47 

''2 




1 

i 


3 

is 


2,174* 
1,515 
424 
64 
90 
27 
24 


Whole No. moB. 


2,158 


1,588 ! 3D8 


m 


66 


11 


in 


4,328 



Since the retuma have been sufficiently complete to he of much 
value, there has been an annual increase in the number of births of 
foreign parentage. The following abstract will show the parentage 
of the birthsj in each division of the State ; 



DinsiORS or state* 






FAJtSKTAGB* 



II 






I 



BiiBtol County 

Kent Coni) ty ,..,.***.*, 

Newport CouQt^r * . . , 

Towns Providence County . 

Providence City , * 

Washington County 



Whole State . 



206 
324 
524 
1,470 
1,510 
289 



113 
180 
805 
630 
5ti5 
227 



4,323 



2^020 



81 
122 
17fi 
726 
840 

45 



4 

9 
21 
65 
69 

8 



8 
1 

18 

52 

46 

5 



12 
4 

7 



1,990 



156 



130 



27 



A majority of the births in the towns of Providence county, and 
Providence city is of foreign parentage ; indeed, such is the case in 
nearly all the larger towns of the State. The city of Newport 
continues to be a remaikable exception. In 1859j the percentages 
werOj American, 55.9 ; Foreign, 36.3 ; Mixed, 7.8. 
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ma. 


IWi. 


IS59. 


49.6 


52.9 


46.7 


44.7 


40.8 


46.9 


6.7 


6.3 


6.4 



The percentages in the State for eajch of the past six years, mcludiiig 
the still-born, have been, as follows : 

IBM. IBOS. 1850. 

American, 54.7 53.8 53.5 

Foreign, 40,6 40.5 40.6 

Mixed, 4.7 6.7 5,9 

Total, 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

Hitherto, the annuJ percentage of the American births, has been 
larger in Rhode Island than in Massachusetts^ ^vhere this class haa 
constituted less than 50 per cent., since 1855 ; but in 1859, the per- 
centage was lower in Rhode Island, than it ever has been in Massa- 
chusetts. The proportion of the foreign bom, to the adult natiye 
bonij probably diflers but Httle in the two States. j 

It is certainly a startling fact, that the population which has immi- 1 
grated fi-om Europe, within the last twenty-five or thirty years, 
should annually add a larger number by births to the population of 
our State, than the American born — ^the product of the previous im- 
migration of nearly two centuries, and its normal inci'ease by births* 
It is true, that large drafts have been and still are made upon our na- 
tive population by the demands of industry and trade, in the great 
commercial centers, and the ever-widening w^estern fields of enterprise 
It is true that iramigi'ants are almost invariably young adults ; still, 
when we consider the foreign element in its relation to the State, both 
numerically and reproductively, we cannot fail to he impressed with 
the magnitude of its influence upon the future condition of the 
American people. 



i 



Sex, — No fact has been more completely settled by registration 
than the excess of male births. In Europe, up to the year 1855, 
over 1^3,000,000 of births of known sex had been recorded. In 
this vast sum, the proportion is 1,073 males, to 1,000 females. The 
most remarkable fact connected with these records is their uniformity; M 
that notwithstanding the wide differences which they embrace in cU- ■ 
mate and social condition, the range of male excess appears to be 
only about five per cent, ; the smallest male excess being in Great 
Britain, (4.7 per cent); the largest iu France, (9.8 per cent,) In 
this country, in 1,179,000 cases, there were 1,065 males to 1,000 ^ 
females. In Rhode Island the excess falls slightly below that which fl 
appears to obtain in other portions of the country. American obser- ^ 
vations, however, have been too limited to give the highest value to 
these results. 
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The causes wHch determitie a male excess, have been by no means 

definitely ascertained. While Emerson and Villerme would make it 
dependent on the general sanitary and hygienic condition of the peo- 
ple^ Moreau would ascribe it to the relative health and vigor of the 
parents at the time of conception, and Curtis and others to the relative 
ages of the parents — fii^st marriages, and seniority on the part of the 
father. Assuming Moreau's theory to be correctj we can readily 
understand the iniluence of seniority, especially when obtaining in first 
marriagesj while the presence of pestilence, or any of those various 
temporarily depressing causes which operate npon the community 
at large, would tend more nearly to eq^ualize the vital forces 
of the sexes. The wonderful uniformity of this excess among 
people differing widely in their sanitaiy conditions, precludes entirely 
the theory of its dependence on the general health of the community. 
If it is more difficult to disprove the position of Curtis, it is quite as 
difficult to prove it. It is a fact that there is a male excess. The 
seniority of the father^ is a fact equally generaL But that these two 
facts have necessarily any such relation to each other^ as cause and 
effect, remains to be determined. There are undoubtedly a great 
variety of causes which either directly, or more probably indirectly 
produce this result. There is one, however^ among the probable or 
possible causes — the influence ot the seasons — which seems to have 
been too frequently overlooked by writers, and is ceitainly a subject 
worthy of more careful and extended observation* 

The following abstract comprises all the births which have occurred 
in this State of known sex, and at known months, for a period of 
seven years. The excess of males, and the number of males to one 
hundred females, is given for each month of birth and conception. 



HON TBS OF BX&IIH. 



January . 
Febrmiiy. 
March * . . 
April .... 
May , „ , 
June. . . . . 
July .... 
August . . 
Septemtier 

IOctfibcr . . 
November 
December 
TotAl . . 



I 



1,766 
1,706 
1,913 

1.765 

i,8&a 

1,809 
l.%0 
1.1^77 

l/JOO 
1.^^15 
l^OOO 



22,304 



&BX, 



907 

94)8 

1,014 

940 

906 

989 

1,017 

l,0:i3 

946 

958 



Fismalft* 



859 

798 
899 
826 
U4 
870 
US 
954 
907 
954 
9;i8 
94^ 



4B 

no 

115 
115 

69 
74 
69 
29 

-8 
49 
16 



li 



Is 

^a3 



MaotliB of CocKJiptkii. 



106 
114 
113 
113 
96 
108 
108 
107 
103 

105 
102 



Apri] . 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

Bep tern bet* 

October. 

November, 

December. 

January. 

February. 

March, 
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It will be obseryed that thera was an fexcess of male births in each 
month, excepting May and October ; that the number of males to 
one hundred females was greatest in February ; that it was least m 
May, the corresponding months of conception being May and Anguat. 
Looking at the time of conception, %ve find the months in which the 
per cent, of males was leasts were August and January, or the seasons 
of extreme heat and cold, while May, June and July^ months of 
Spring and early Summer, the per cent, was largest. Again, in the 
Autumn months, September, October and November^ the male per- 
centage is above the average. What gives a special value to this 
table, is that while it gives the mean monthly ascending and descend- — 
ing curves of male excess, for a period of seven years, an analysis of fl 
each year shows a male excess^ describing almost precisely the S2ane 
curves, Prom a similar table, in the Kentucky report for 1856, em- 
bracing a period of five years, and an aggregate of 130,000 birtha, 
the same facts appear — the largest number of males to one hundred 
females occurring in Januaiy and March, (months of conception 
April and JuneJ and the smallest number in May, (month of con- 
ception August), On looking at the months of conception, the smallest ■ 
male excess being in August, we observe an increase in each of the fl 
Autumn months, while in December the excess faUs somewhat below 
the monthly average. 

In Massachusetts^ the influence of the seasons is less apparent, 
although we think the male excess among the cliildren conceived in 
July and August, wiU be found to be somewhat below the average ; ^ 
such certainly has been the case since 1853. B 

In England, judging from fecte embraced within a period of four 
or five years, the male excess is lar-gest among the conceptions of 
April, May and June, The difference, however, between the q^uar- 
ters of the year is not great. In regard to mortality, also, the 
influence of the seasons is less marked than in this country, fl 

In considering the seasons as one of the determining causes of sex, " 
we are aware that their influence is much less apparent in some local- i 
ities than in others. Whenever a constant efiSsct proceeds from afl 
considerable number of predisposing or secondaiy causes, the relative 
influence of each will be found almost certainly to vary at diiferent ^ 
times and places ; thus, while we may clearly see the connection 
between two facts, in one place, in another, one of the facta may have 
disappeared only to give room to some other fact equally important in 
the correlation. However 



great 



may 
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is entirely consonant with the theoiy of MoreaUj and becomes only 
an expression of the well known fact that males are more generally 
exposed than females to external depresbing influences. 

Snix BiitTH» — In the preceeding reports, the still bom have beeo 
classed with the births. While there may be good reasons for this 
course, after a caieful consideration we have thought it best that they 
shodld constitute a separate class. If they are counted with the 
births J they should also be included with the deaths, and can only 
serve, neither increasing nor diminishing the vital resources of a com- 
munity, to give an apparent acceleration to the movements of the 
population. 

While in the birth returnSj the fact of the child being bom dead is 
not specified as frequently as could be desired, the error which would 
occur, is to a certain degree compensated by the number of still births 
which are entered among the deaths ; indeed, the returns for this class 
are more reliable than they have generally been supposed* The 
following tabular statement will present the more important facte 
connected with this portion of our subject for 1859- 

STILL BIRTHB, 1859. 



HONTns. 



I 



iKX« 



Feronle. 



I 

I 



KAAEMTAGB. 



Amcdjcaix 



Fpreifn. 



If 



JunuAry . . . 
February . 
March . .. . 

April . ..,. 
May ...... 

JiiDe. , . . . , 

Atigtist . . . 
September . 
October . . . 
November . 
December , 



14 
15 
28 
13 
17 
15 
15 
12 
11 
11 
13 
13 



7 
9 

14 
6 

9 
7 
7 
8 
5 
9 
7 



7 

6 

U 

B 
6 
7 
5 
8 
6 
4 
5 



6 
9 
16 
3 
2 
5 
6 
5 
4 
4 
G 
i 



8 

6 

12 

10 

15 

10 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

9 



Total. 



177 



97 



77 



70 



105 



It is curious that the whole number (177)j is precisely that returned 
in f858. The percentage, however, to the whole number of births, 
is somewhat less. The male se^ predominates. This is in accordance 
-with all previous observation, and is to be ascribed perhaps as much 
to the larger developement of the male at the time of biith as to a 
supposed greater vitality in the female fcntus. 
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It might be mteresting to enquire as to the relative proportione of ■ 
the still-borB, to the living born, in different countries and among dififl 
ferent people i but the greater or less want of accuracy, which is ~ 
peculiar to this class of facts, prechades any such general comparison. 
The data derived from mixed communities like our own in which 
the inaccuracies of the return s, whatever they may be, would be 
equalized among the native and foreign population, furnish evidence 
which at least may show the tendenctf among the nationalities from j 
which they are obtained, Sitt^ per cent of the stiU bom in 1859;fl 
were of foreign, we had almost said of Irish parentage* As the pa-~ 
rentage of this class has not generally been noticed in our reports, it 
is impossible to demonstrate the constancy of this percantage, still we 
believe that it fairly represents the relative frequency w4th which tlufl 
accident obtains among the foreign portion of our populatioru 

NUMBER OP THE CIULR 



Firat ,.. 918 

Sedqnd. . , , . . , 671i 

Third......... ....694 

Fourth , 638 

Fit^h mn 

Sixth .,.. ...238 

Seventh 158 

Eighth 98 

Ninth 58 

Tenth. 44 



Eleventh . .->... , , . 

Twelfth , 

Thirteenth 

J''onrteenth ♦ , , , fl 

Fifteenth .,.,...... _ 

Sixteenth . 

flevcDteenth ... , . . 

Total..... .4,086 



Nu^trBEB OF THE BiRTH. — We suspoct there may be occasionally a" 
misconception on the part of the town clerk on this subject^ as we ob- 
serv^e in two or three of the returns, " 1st by 3d wife ;" " 2d by 2i 
wife/' etc. Now it is a matter of little statistical importance whether 
a father has one child ^ or as many as Haj Beshir ; who, when prema- 
turely cat off by yiolence^ left behind him seventy-three sons and as 
many daughters, to say nothing of those that had died. The deter- 
mination however J of the number of children of the mother — in a 
word the average fecundity of the female, in this climate, is a subject 
of great interest. The estimatea derived from facts collected Ti^th 
great care, for a period of five years^ by Db. Snow, the Registrar of 
Providence^ give 3.36 as the average number to each mother bearing 
children, 
the children 

3. 36, to each mother bearing children in Rhode leland in 1859. The 
proportion of first children, (2^,7 per cent.) was somewhat smaller 
than in 1858 ; the proportion of s^cond^ thirds and especially of 
fourth children, was considerably larger. 



j^ give 3.36 as the average number to each mother bearing i 

Admitting the numbers as given in the returns to refer tofl 

n of the mother^ we shall obtain precisely the same averagej " 
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CoLOK. — ^There were^ according to our returns, seventy-three col- 
ored — black or mulatto children born during the year 1859, This 
number is twenty-seven ^e^s thanin 1858» Bristol county reports 10 ; 
Newport county 14 ; Towns of Providence county^ 3 ; Providence 
city, 36 ; Washington countyj 8, It is a little remarkable, that in 
the towns of Providence county, embracing nearly one-third of the 
population of the State, there should have been hut seventeen out of 
377 colored births returned during the last five years. Of the 377 
births, more than half, (204) occurred in Providence city. It is 
worthy of note, that in 1859, there was a male excess about equal to 
that which obtains in the whole number of births* Our past returns 
show in the aggregate, a very large female excess. The following 
statement gives the number of each sex, born in each month of the 
yeai% 
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1 


1 
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Mais . . 


6 
2 


1 
2 


2 

2 


3 
6 
I 


a 

1 


4 


2 
2 


1 
3 


3 


B7 


Femal^: .>»»,,.«« 


a5 


l?ot stated 


1 


Total .....,,.. 


6 


5 


9 


8 


3 


4 ; 


10 


4 


10 


4 


4 


6 


7a 
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Plueauty Births, — The whole number was fifty-nine ; fifty-seven 
twin birthsj and two cases of triplets. This is a larger number than 
we have ever before reported. The total number of twin births for 
seven yearSj has been 264 ; or one to eighty-five births. During the 
same time, there have been four cases of triplets, or one to 5,681 
births. 

In the English report for 1846, it is stated, " that of married 
women who bore children, one in ninety-one had twins ; one in 19,581 
liad thxee children, and one in 588,690 had four children/' In Fi-ance 
the proportion is one case of twins to every 1 10 births. 

Plurality cases have always occurred in Rhode Island, most fre- 
q^uently among the foreign, or rather the Irish portion of our popula- 
tion. In 185T, it was said ** that the excess of males is somewhat 
greater in these cases than in the whole number of births*" This 
statement was founded on an aggregate of five years. In an aggre- 
gate of seven years, the male excess is considerably Itss than in the 
whole number of births. It is hardly likely that plurality has any 
ronsiderable effect on the male excess* At least, it is not appai^ent in 
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the larger aggregates^ obtained in Massachusetts and other States. In 
1859, the first case of triplets, two males and one female, occurred in 
Aiigustj in South Kingstown. The parents were both American. 
The second occurred the following month, in North Providence ; the 
parents were both Irish j and the sex of the children two males and a 
female, as in the first case. In the two other instances, to which we 
hare alluded^ all the children were males. We leave to some statls- 
cal Oldbnck, the improvement of this moH remarkable male excess. 



MARRIAGES. 



i 



The number of marriages reported for the year, ending December 
^Ist, 1859, was 1,672 ; an increase of 234 over the number the preced- 
ing year, and a larger number than has been returned for any year since 
the commencement of registration. While this result is to be attribn- 
ted partially to more complete returns, the uniformity of the increase 
throughout the State, indicates the existence of some cause more 
general in its nature. Statistics, both at home and abroad, have abun- 
dantly shown the influence of industrial activity and plentiful haiTests 
upon the social and vital conditions of a people. There is a close 
relation between all the great interests of Hfe, not only between the 
various material interests, but between the material and the moral and 
social. Let any one sink below, or rise above the level of its average 
condition, and sooner oj later the same ebb or flood peneU'ates into 
the remotest channels through which the necessities of our nature 
flow. 

As we have seen, in former leports, the financial panic of 1857 
produced a marked diminution in the number of marriages for the 
last quarter of that year. Daring the following year, public con- M 
fidence was hardly restored ; there was but little disposition to exlend ■ 
the operation of the yaiious industries, wliich, built upon an unsound 
system of credit, had been so aeverely shattered the year before. The ■ 
spirit of speculation ivas dead. The result was, that the number of 
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marriages returned in 1858> was even less than that reported the pre- 
^^ous year* Business in 1859, if conducted less extensively than 
before the financial disturhance, had at least established itself upon a 
firmer hixsis. A feeling of security began to prevail among all classes; 
the remuneration of labor became more ample^ and at the same time 
the necessities of Ufe^ as well as the means for obtaining them, were 
brought more completely ivithin the reach of the whole population. 
These are some of the principal causes of the increased number of 
marriages during the past year — causes which operate most efficiently 
upon a community like ours, living mostly in cities or manufactniing 
Tiilnges. 

As before observed, the increase has been uniform throughout the 
State, every division returning an increase as compared with the pre- 
ceding year, except Bristol county, which reported nineteen less — the 
falKng off occurring in the town of Wan-en, w^hich returned not quite 
half as many as in 1858. Each of the six towns, Bristol, Wan*en, 
Coventry, West Greenwich, Little Compton and New Shoreham gave 
the past year, a smaller number than in 1858 ; a diminution in all 
of forty-five. Charlestown alone remains stationary. For years the 
annual marriage has been announced with the regularity of the alma- 
nac. The town of North Proyidence furnishes (Providence excepted), 
the largest actual increase, returning seventy-four marriages in 1858, 
and 124 in 1859. The towns of Barringtonj Glocester, and Richmond 
furnish the largest relative increase, the total number for 1859 being 
forty-three, while in 1858 it w^as but eighteen. 



MARRIAGES. Ptrcmtitge fer tack giinrfer q/ the ^eaf. 



WAKftOA OF t»l TIA^ 


185G. 


1856. 


1857. 


1858. 


IS^. 


?aOTlDENOfi CTTT, 


186S. 


lese. 


Januftr^ -March 

April-JtiDe 

July-September 

October-Dec^mbsr . . 


20.7 

24,7 
26.3 
20.8 


2L7 
2G.2 
22.1 
30.0 


2L2 
26.6 
26,1 
28.1 


20.8 
21.S 
2fi.0 
32.4 


23.0 
23.4 
23.8 

28.y 


22.0 
21.6 
23.9 
8L6 


2L6 
24.6 
24.7 
2y,i 


Total 


100.0 


loao 


100.O 


100,0 


100.0 


100,0 


lOOO 



From the preceding table, it will be observed, that the largest 
number of marriages was solemnized during the last quarter of the 
year — a ftict which has appeared each year since the commencement 
of registration, and which has been equally pronounced in the English 
reportSj as well as in those of the several States having a registration 
system* The percentage, howeyer, for the last two quarters, falls 

7 
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somewhat beloi^ the average. In comparing the returns of 1859 
with those of previous years, the greatest differences appear in the 
first and last quarters. From the percentages in Providence^ it also 
appears J that the excess in the first quarter of the year M'as owing to 
a considerahle increase in the country maniages. 

An analysis of the decrease in the marriages for 1858^ showed that 
it was confined to the American bom; there being an absolute in- 
crease of twenty-nine marriages j in which both parties were foreign 
bom. In 1859j there were 145 more marriages, in which the parties 
were both American bom, than the previous year ; eighty six more 
between the foreign bom ; four less *^ mixed" and seven more *^ not 
stated," There were, however^ but twenty-six more marriages 
between the American bom than in 1857^ while there were 115 more 
of the foreign. 

UATIVIXT, Ftrctntagt fnr (he Jive yearB, ending December 81si, 1669. 



NATH^ITY. 


1855. 


1856. 


1867. 


1968. 


1859. 


Ayes^. 


Aiii6ricain * 


68.7 

3S.7 

7.6 


61.2 

28,9 

9.9 


05.2 

26-9 

8.9 


60.8 

29.4 

9.8 


61.2 

30.6 

8,2 


61.4 

29.7 

89 


Foreign -..».,,»> ,.,.,. 


Mixed «..,,.>.,..■...,,«,... 






Totftl. 


100.0 1 


lOO.O 


1000 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



i 



An examination of the preceding table^ will show that the percent- 
age of American marriages in 1839, was but little above the percentage 
in 1858 ; also, that there was a slight increase in the foreign^ and de- 
crease in the mixed » Moreover, it appears that the decrease of 
American marriages in 1858, was rather appaient than real ; that the 
percentage was almost equal to the average for the past five years^ and 
only appears small when compai-ed with the remarkably high percent- 
age of 1857 — a year when in the city of Providence the American 
marriages were twelve per cent, more than in 1858, and eight per 
cent, more than in 1859* J 

Only two towns J Bristol and Fall Eiver, report an excess of foreign 
marriages. This fact has always appeared in the Fall Eiver returns. 
The proportion of foreign to American marriages, since 1856, whenA 
this town was set off horn Tiverton, being almost as 5 to 1 ; which, as 
before ha& been remarked, is owing to the location there of a Catholic 
priest, whose reputation is evidently not confined to the residents of 
Fall Eiver^ Rhode Island, 
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NATIVITI' OF 
MALES. 


NATIVITY OF PlMAJLEa. 


Wtiole 


Sta.tes. 


Iretiiud. 


Britain. 


AuioriciL. 


(Jennany. 


Other 
FoteJgTi. 


Not 


Number 

MtLl6S, 


United States.... 

Ireland , 

Great Britftin.... 
Britiali America.. . 

Germtmy ... 

Other Foreign, , » 
Not Smted 


1,017 

20 

SO 

4 

4 

4 


33 

10 
3 
4 


28 

4 
110 
2 
1 
1 


10 
3 
2 

23 


1 

...^ 



is 


2 
^6 


"a 
9 


i.mi 

350 

1S5 

32 

21 

14 

9 


Whole No. females 


1,079 


S76 


140 


39 


14 


7 


11 1 1.672 



THs table shows the number of American^ foreign and mixed mar- 
riages which hare been solemnized dm-ing the past year. From it we 
learn that there w^ere IjOlT marriages In which both parties were na- 
tives of the United States i thirty-three in which males born in the 
United States, married females born in Irehmd ; tnventy-eight in w^hich 
males bora in the United States, married females born in Great 
Britain i while both parties were natives of Ireland, in B2$j etc. 
Sweden J Norway^ France, Portugal, Sm itzerland. West Indies, Western 
Islands and South America appear among the nativities and were all 
found in the Providence city record. 

The most interesting feattu'e of the table is its exhibition of the 
proportions in which the natives of the different countries mix with 
each other in marriage. Thus, while in S2S marriages both parties 
were natives of Ireland^ there were but fifty-three in which natives 
of the United States, married natives of Ireland, and probably three- 
fourths of the natives of the United States forming such marriages 
were of Irish parentage. On the other hand, there were 110 
marriages, in which both parties were natives of Great Britain, 
and fifty-eight in which the American born wedded the British 
born. The proportion of natives of the United States, married to 
natives of British America and Germany, was equally great. An 
analysis of all our nativity tables furnishes a similar lesult. A par- 
tial explanation of these facts is to be found in the Catholicism of 
the Irishj and the greater proportional number of Protestants among 
the natives of Great Britain, British America and Germany ; other 
and various causes, however, contribute to this result* 

It would be uiteresting to know what proportion of the American 
bom, of Irish parents, are married to persons of American pa- 
rentage. There seems to be a stronger tendency in the Celtic than in 
most historic races, to maintain its individuality. Subjection has 
failed to destroy it. Notwithstanding the powerM influences 
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which have been operaiion ever Bince the Saxon and Norman con- 
quests, the traditions, the language, the spirit^ and the genius of the 
race^ still exist in their almost oiiginal piuity. It becomes a question 
of no little moment, how long this indi%iduaUty can maintain itself in 
the body of a free government — how long a time shall elapse before 
the different nationalities are disintegrated and absorbed into one ho- 
mogeneous people* 



Age, — This is a subject worthy of a careful consideration. Few 
facts connected with registration, throw a stronger light upon the 
character and condition of a population, than such as come from an 
analysis of the ages at which the sexes respectively assume the mar- 
riage obligation. Marriages are consummated at the earliest oges in U 
those communities where the necessities of life are most readily ob- 
tained and the individual is soonest able to become self- supporting. 
The early marriages of Oriental and tropical countries* are rather illus- 
trations of this fcct, than of a more rapid physical development. Again 
the principle is shown by the proportion of early marriages in the 
country* larger than in cities where artificial wants aie multiplied to a 
much greater extent. fl 

Elsewhere we have given (page 8)j the number of each sex married 
at stated periods of life. The means for a better comparison will be 
fninished by shomng the 

PEECEJfTAGE IMARREED at dijfertnt ages. 1868-9. 




tJndei-20. 



20 to^. 



25 to 30. 



30 to 40, 



*}to50. 



OthSO. 



Total. 






4.4 
24/J 

4.3 
80,0 



4L1 
42.2 

43.2 
89.8 



213 
18.7 

26,1 
17.2 



17.3 
9.6 

16.1 
8.8 



5.4 
S.3 

(3.2 
2.8 



3.9 
l.g 

4.1 
1.4 



100,0 
100.0 

100.0 
100,0 



I 



It will be obser^^ed that each year presents the same general 
features — a comparatively small per cent, of males under twenty^ and 
a comparatively large per cent, after ^5, and especially after fifty. In 
1859 the per ceutage of females under tweutyj was considerably above 
that of the preceding year, while there was a corresponduig falling off | 
in the per centage for the snbsequent ages. 

More persons in Rhode Island are mai-ried under twenty, and fewer J 
between twenty and thirty, than in England, or Massachusetts, Ken*J 
tucky, however, takes the lead in early marriages. 



1859.] 



MAimiAGES. 



53 



From the last registration returns, it appears that in Massachusetts, 
one bride in 263 was at, or under 15 ; in Rhode Island, one in 104 ; 
in Kentucky, one in twenty-nine. There are certain apparent causes 
for this eiujess in Kentucky, but why in Rhode Island there should 
be an excess, constant and uniform, for years, is certainly difficult to 
explain. 

For the purpose of illustrating the subject of age more fully a table 
was introduced into the last report, showing the average age of each 
sex at marriage. For the purpose of comparison the same form is 
again used. 



AGES AT MARRUGE. 1859. 



DIVISIONS OF STATE. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport County 

Towns Providence County 

Providence City 

Washington County 

Whole State 



S5-Sb 



63 
137 
22(i 
441 
611 
178 



1,656 



?|. 



1,834 
3,786 
6,043 
12,137 
16,989 
6,041 



11 



29.1 
27.6 
26.7 
27.5 
27.8 
28.3 



46,830 I 27.7 






63 
136 
226 
441 
611 
178 



1,655 



< ^ 



1.538 
3.161 
5.071 
10.331 
14.616 
4.199 



38.916 



24.4 
23.2 
22.4 
23.4 
23.9 
23.6 



28.5 



This table simply gives the average ages of all the males and fe- 
males married during the year, but does not indicate the average age 
at which each sexjirst assumed the obligations of married life — a fact 
more important to ascertain, as an expression of public sentiment as to 
the respective ages at which the sexes become marriageable in this 
community. 

The following abstract while determining this point furnishes also 
the average ages at which subsequent marriages were effected in the 
same portions of the State. 

AGE. Averages, 1859. 



Bachelors 



■\ 



Maids 



Providence . . . 
Rest of State.. 
Whole State. . . 

Providence . . . 
Rest of State. . 
Whole State . . 



25.2 
24.7 
24.9 

22.6 
22.0 
22.8 



Widowers 



Widows . 



\ 



Providence . . 
Rest of State. 
Whole State.. 

Providence . . 
Rest of State. 
Whole State.. 



88.4 
40.4 
89.6 

82.9 
88.6 
88.8 
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Thus while the average age of all the males mai-riecl in 1859 wm ' 
nearly twenty-eight years, the average age of the bachelors was scarcely 
twenty 'five ; while the average age of all the women was twenty-three 
yearSj six months ; the average age of all the maids was but httle 
over twenty -two. The average age of bachelors ^ in Providence, was 
six months greater than in the rest of the State ; the average age ofi 
maids, seven moDths greater. While, however, first mai*mges are^ 
contracted later in life in Providence, it appears that subsequent mar- 
riages occur considerably earlier ; the diflerence between the average 
ages of bachelors and widowersj in Providence^ being thirteen years ; 
the difference between the ages of the same par ties, in the rest of the 
State, being sixteen years. Another fact may be noticed — the differ- 
ence between the ages of bachelors and maids, is 2,6 years ; the 
difference between the ages of widowers and widows, 6,S years, fl 

Of the 1,462 women married for the first time, the ages of 1^447 ™ 
were given. Of this number, 1^347 were under 30, and one hundred 
over 30; sixty-two between 30-35 ; eighteen, 35-40; seven 40-45 j 
45-50 ; four, 50-^5 ; two, 55-60 ; one, 60-65. 



SIX 



PERCENTAGE FOR EACH PERIOD OF TIME, 



Age. 


PerccntiaEtJ. 


Ag«. 


FsKMBtacg. 


Under 30 


93.09 


45-50 


.41 


30-35 


4.3S 


60-55 


.27 


35-40 


1.23 


55-60 


.18 


40-45 


.48 


60-65 


.07 


Under 45 


99. Ig 


Under 65 


100.00 



Thus of 100 women who many, 93 are married before thirty years 
of age ; one in lOO is married after 40 j while the chance of contract- 
ing a marriage after 50, is but as one to two hundred. H 

In ten cases the brides were but 15 years old • none were reported 
younger ; forty-seven were 16, The youngest subject of msLrriage _ 
was a malej a Canadian, who at the age of 14 years, led to the altar f 
a damsel of 26, This is a decided advance upon a custom said to 
prevail in the Shetland Islands, the greater number of marriages being 
between youths of 19 and maids of 32. 
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MALES, 


fESlALlSS. NUUHEIt OF THE MAnREAQE. 


Whulu 


Finrt. 


Secodd. 


Thltd. 


Fourth. 


* Fimi. 


BTot Btoted. 


of Mulea. 


First. 


1,267 

180 

U 


e9 

18 
2 
1 


2 
4 

1 


-'- 


1 


"i9 


1,B&9 
282 


Second ...,♦..,,.,, 


Thml _., 


28 


Pourth. 

:SQt Stilted 


2 
21 


Total 


1,462 


183 


7 


.... 


1 


19 


1,672 



Tlie proportion of first marriages has alightlj increased since 1857, 
in the percentage being in 

1B57. 18B8. 1859^ 

75.0 75.3 75.6 

The constancy of this propoition ie ceitainly remarkable. The 
unusual case in this connection is that of a woman who at forty *seven 
was married for thsjifth time to a bachelor of thirty-five. 

Color, — Only twenty marriages were reported for the year as oc- 
curring between persons of color. One white male, a sailor j is said 
to have been married to a colored woman. A sufficient comment may 
be found in the Revised Statutes^ Chap, 134, Sec. 6, " AH mar- 
riages between a white person and a negro j Indian, or mulatto, shall 
be absolutely null and void, and the person joining them in marriage 
shall be subject to a penalty of two hundred dollars." 



DEATHS. 

The whole number of deaths returned for the year, ending Decem- 
ber .Slst, 1859, was 2/270. This is 346 less than in 1858, and a 
smEdler ] lumber than has been reported in any one year, since 1856, 
previous to which time the returns were quite imperfect* The num- 
ber of deaths, for each of the last five years, ha^ been as follows : 

im&. 1SS6. 1S67. im. 1850, 

1,846 2,04^ 2,825 2filG 2,270 



56 



SEVENTH REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1859. 






i 



The diminution appears in each divisiau of the State, except Bristol 
county, which shows an increase of thirty-one deaths. Kent county 
reports thirty-four less ; Newport county^ fifty-one less ; the towiis 
of Providence county, 136 less ; Providence city, 118 less ; Wash- 
ington county, thirty-eight less, 

A question very naturally arises : Was the decrease in 1859, real 
or apparent ? Was there an absolute decrease in the mortality of that 
year^ or was the reduction owing to imperfect returns ? In the first 
place it will be observed, that Tvith the exception before alluded to 
the decrease was general. Moreover, in most of the divisions the 
percentage of the decrease to the whole mortality, was nearly the m 
same, '^ATiilCj howe%^er, in the general and unifbrm redaction of the | 
number of deaths returned, we have a strong argument in :fevor of 
the position that the mortality of the past year was unusually small ; 
the most conclusive proof is furnished by a fact to which it may not 
be improper to allude in this connection. 

The causes which deteimine a sickly or a healthy season, affect to 
no considerable extent the death rates of most diseases. The deaths 
from Apoplexy, Cancer, etc, are as frequent in years of great public 
health, as in those remarkable for their fatality. Whenever a high 
mortality appears, it will be found to depend upon the prevalence of 
certain diseases having certain resemblances — a common character — 
by reason of which they have in all our systems of classification been 
included in one class — the Zymotic. Such being the fact, it will at 
once be seen that we have a ready and reliable means of determining 
the relative health of seasons. Let us apply our rule. On examining 
the tables for the past years, we find that once over S7 per cent,, of 
all the deaths registered in the State were ascribed to the Zymoses, 
This was in 1854, the most sickly year on our records. In 1859, 
but 24 per cent, were ascribed to this class ; tw^o per cent, less than 
has ever before been reported. The legitimate inference fi^om this is 
that the number of deaths in Rhode Island during the past year was 
unusually small. Eut the large repoited mortahty in Bristol countyj 
was this real or was it owing to more complete returns ? IMaking usefl 
of the same law — the prevalence of the Zymoses — we find that while 
in 1858, but 17 per cent, of the deaths occurring in the county were 
from this class of diseases ; in 1859, thirty-two per cent, were 
ascribed to it. Dysentery, typhoid fever, and scarlatina were uncom- 
monly prevalent. In short, the rate of mortality was remarkably high 
when compared with that obtaining in the rest of the State. Thus in. 
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the exceptional character of the Bristol returns we findj if necessaiyj 
E re-affirmation of the statement that the mortality of the past year 
ivas unusually smalL 

*As nine years have now elapsed since a census of the State was 
taken J it is impossible to show the ratio of the deaths to the popula* 
tion ; but the following abstrwctj giving the ratios of the deaths in 
1858-9, to the population in 18r50j will show the comparatiye mortal- 
ity as returned in each division of the State for those years. 

185S. im. 

Brietol conntyj one death to 7^ to 57 inhabitants. 

Kent county, " 

Newport county, " 

TowTis of Providence co., ** 

Providence city^ '' 

Washington county j " 

The ratio in the city of Proyidencej where the deaths are returned 
with great accuracy, was in 1858 — in an estimated population — one 
death to 48 inhabitants ; in 185 9j one death to 55 inhabitants. 

Season. — In 1859 there were but three months, August, Septem- 
ber, and November^ in which the deaths were in excess when 
compared with the corresponding months of the previous year. This 
excess is howeyer no indication that these months were peculiarly un- 
healthy, as it is fully accounted ior by the very large number of deaths 
from consumption then reported. As has usually been the case, the 
number of deaths was least in June. 

The following table will show the per diem percentage of the 
deaths for each month of the year, as also the per diem per cent of 
each month for an aggregate ol sis: years. 



« 64 


« 75 


" 58 


« 68 


" 64 


" 78 


*' 41 


« 46 


" 91 


"115 
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MONT^. 
Februaiy, 

April, 
May, 
June, 

Augusti 

September, 

October, 

November* 

December, 

TotftU 



PEA. UQCSt tEBCESElOE. 


1860. 


1868^1868 


9.10 


168 


7.63 


8.12 


7.2e 


ao9 


8.S0 


7.72 


IM 


7,08 


6.96 


6.84 


8.03 


8.39 


1L65 


11.71 


10.97 


10.45 


7,23 


8.a9 


7,7T 


7.74 


177 


7.79 



100.00 100,00 

"^See Appeadix, CeDiui of 1S60. 
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The seasons exert a very considerable influence upon the rates of 

mortality in all pkce^j but the effect of each is materially modified by 
those eTer yarying conditions which constitute climate. Thus in Eng- 
land winter is most fatal, summer the least fatal, while these fiicts are 
reversed in our country. In the United States the high moitality of 
summer is caused by the prevalence of diarrhoea, cbolem infantum, 
etc, diseases which are popularly termed ''^Summer complaints-" M 

Partial observations would seem to indicate that in the United State* ^ 
the relative mortality of the seasona, in places quite widely sepaiated, . 
approximates more nearly than in Europe. fl 

The common division of the year into quarters, furnishes the best " 
means of illustrating the rates of mortality obtaining in diiferent por- 
tions of the year. Fatal diseases do not generally increase the 
mortality of the months in which they originate, and as the qnarters 
are made to commence a month later than the seasons, the health of 
the seasons is really indicated better by the mortality of the quartera, * 
than by the mortality of the seasons. H 

The number of deaths returned for each quarter of the past two 
years, was as follows : 

1858. 38159. 



January — Marchj 


688 


539 


April — June, 


658 


514 


July — September, 


699 


703 


October — December, 


571 


S14 



There were four more deaths in the third quarter of 1859, than in 
that quarter the previous year, but a marked reduction in the other 
quarters, especially in the first two. The unusual mortality of the 
first, second and fourth quarters of 1858, was occasioned by the epi- 
demic prevalence at those times of measles and scarlatina ; over 300 
deaths being attributed to these diseases, which in 1859 were the re- 
ported causes of but seventy-foui, 

PERCENTAGE OF MATHS FOR EACH QUARTER. 

1B53-8. IBS©. 

January— March, 2S.57 ^3,75 ' 

April— June, ^1.66 2^.64 

July—September, 30.77 30-97 

October— December^ 24,10 2%M 



100,00 



100.00 
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I The correspondence between the percentages of the first and third 

■ quarters of these two periods, ig quite noticeable. The mortality ap«- 
" pears to ha%^e been largest in the third quarter, least in the second, 

and nearly the same in tiie first and fourth, of each period. In 1859 the 
same number of deaths was registered in the second and fourth quarters. 

Age. — Notwithstanding the deficiencies which are inevitahle in 
mortuary returns, a comparison of the numbers of those dying at the 
same ages during different years is important, as it enables ns to form 
more correct conclusions ae to the relative states or conditions of the 
public health during those years. 

The following is a tabular statement of the percentages of deaths 
occurring at several periods of life for each of the past six years. 



PuLiona OF Lipe. 


1954. 


1856, 


1866. 


1867. 


im. 


im. 


Under 1 _ 


H.0 


17.^ 


17.9 


17,3 


18.5 


16.6 


I ikiid under 2. - 


lO.G 


11.1 


9.5 


9.9 


11.6 


8,0 


2 *' fi.. 


10.2 


9,2 


11.4 


9.4 


11.7 


8.4 


All under 6 


35.1 


38.2 


88.8 


S6.6 


418 


32.0 


5 and under 10 


4.6 


4.1 


T-O 


4.9 


6.8 


5,7 


10 " 20 


5.9 


0.0 


6.6 


6.1 


6.1 


0.0 


20 " 80 


11.8 


10.0 


S.5 


10.0 


7.6 


0.B 


SO '' 40 


10.0 


8,2 


ao 


a8 


7.2 


9 7 


40 " 50 


9.7 


7.) 


7.1 


6.9 


6.6 


7J 


50 « 60 


e.5 


7.8 


6.0 


6.9 


61 


7.2 


60 " 70 


5.6 


7.0 


5.1 


6.7 


6.9 


7.6 


70 '' SO 


5.S 


6.a 


7.1 


7.8 


fi.8 


9.1 


SO " 90 


3.8 


4.9 


41 


4.e 


4.8 


5.1 


90 ajid oy&r, ... 


.7 


1.1 


,8 


1.2 


.8 


1.1 


TotaL 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 



The mortality of 1859, was large among the aged, very small among 
children. In 1858^ 1,038 childien tlied under five years of age; in 
1859 but 733, In 1858^ 643 were registered over forty years of age ; 
in 1859, 674* 

The greatest reduction in the rate of infantile mortality, occurred 
in Newport county. The past year, 25 per cent, of the deaths were 
returned as occurring under five. The previous year this class consti- 
tuted 40 per cent, of the deaths ; the same year, the city of Newport 
suffered severely from scarlatina. A compai'ison of the two years 
shows an almost equal redaction in Washington county — 14 per cent. 
In the towns of Providence county, there was a reduction of 10 per cent,; 
in Bristol county of 9 per cent.; in Providence city^ 7 per cent. The 
least diminution occurred in Kent county, the deaths under five con- 
stituting 33 per cent* in 1858, and 24 per cent, in 1859, 

* Tweaty-fiTe being over SOj ten OFer fiS; ooe lOOj and one 101 jesra» 9 moi. and fl^en days. 
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The different rates of mortality of the sexes, at the same periods of 
life, have been noticed in previous reports. The jEacts are instructive 
in a physiological point of view, and have a practical value in the coe- 
struction of life tables, as they are common to all countries, and 
evidently depend upon radical and genetic differences in the organic 
vitality of the sexes. No one who has examined a table giving the 
number of deaths of each sexj at each period of life, has failed to 
observe the great excess of male deaths during the period of infancy 
and early childhood ; perhaps, however, the vibrations of the sexual 
vitalities have not been traced through the several epochs of Hfe. We 
should be nearly correct in saying that during the past year, there 
being a krge male excess among the deaths under ten, each quin- 
quenial period^ between 10 and 40, shows a female excess ; each 
similar period, between 40 and 70, a male excess ; and each peiiod 
after 70, a female excess. 

The following is a tabular expression of these facts. 



Pmons OF Ijrsr 


' Male. 
Pter cent. 


Female?. 
Per cent. 


No. mftlei 


Pkmoijs oj Lipk. 


P«r ei>Dt. 


Pemak.. 
Per iiunt. 




Under iO 

10 to 40...... 


40.6 
22,2 


86.7 
27.G 


116 
82 


4fJ^70 

70 and OTcr. 


13.4 


19.7 
17.0 


124 
81 




Totfl.1 


100.0 


100.0 


102 



i 



An examination of the tables in several of the Massachusetts re- 
ports, furnishes a quite similar result. It is very true that a table 
hke the preceding does not exhibit accurately, the relative life forces of 
the sexes, within each of the specified periods ; to attain such a result, 
a knowledge of the number of each sex IhiTig at each period isj 
necessary, | 

Table I, gives the average age at death in each division and town 
of the State. The average for the whole State (31,39) was higher 
than it has ever before been, and five years more than the average in 
1858. The average in each division is larger than that of the previous 
year. Newport and Washington counties furnish the greatest^ andA 
nearly equal increments — eleven years. ^ 

No inquiries connected with our subject are more interesting or 
important than those the object of which is to ascertain the averag^fl 
duration of Ufe in a community, together with the relations of the 
same to the averages which obtain among other populations. Wliile 
this seems at first to be an easy matter, it is surrounded by many 
difiicullies — is one of the most complex of problems. The simplest 
way of getting at a result is to obtain the average age at ' 
remarked " it is a pitv that it is not as accurate as 



pity 



easy. 
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A little reflection will show any onejthat this method although frequent- 
ly used J especially by newspnpcr sanitary WTiteiSj is utterly iallacious. 
If in a slaHonary populations that ia^ one increased only by births, 
and diminished only by deaths, we were to add together for a seriea 
of years the ages of the decedents and divide by the number of the 
deaths^ we should obtain the average age at death, and at the same 
time the average duration of life. But a stationary population does 
not exist. Greater or less fluctuations^ aiising from emigration or 
iRiniigration^ are common to all communities. In no country are 
these changes so marked as in our own, whore the cities and villages 
are conetantly increasing, by the immigration of young adults from 
foreign countries, as well as from the rui-al districts. The result is 
that the average age of the living in the countiy is very much greater 
than that of the living in cities. Now the average age at death has a 
dii^ect ratio to the average age of the living* If the average age of 
the living is low, the average age at death will he low^. But it does 
not follow that this low average indicates a high rate of mortality ; in- 
deedj the contrary is frequently the case. " The number of funerals 
is less in a given number of population in Massachusetts, than in 
France." But the average age at death in France is thuty-four yearsj 
while in Massachusetts it is but twenty-seven. It may be affirmed 
that wherever the population is rapidly increasing, be that increase by 
birdis alone^ we shall find a correspondingly reduced mean age at 
death. The only correct method of ascertaining the average duration 
of life, the relative longevity of communities, is that w hich is based 
upon a knowledge of the population of each^ the number of persons 
living at each age, together with the number uf persons dying at the 
same ages. The results of such an inquiry would show,that the records 
of mortality in American cities, and even amoDg the foreigJi population 
of those citiesj are hardly as fearful as they appear to be, and that the 
expectation of life among all those classes, who enjoy the necessities 
and comforts of life, approximates very nearly that which exists among 
the neighboring rural population. 

Sex, — In 1859, the returns for the first time showed an excess of 
males, among the deaths. In an agg^regate of the six past years the 
females are to the males as 102 to 100 ; the past year this proportion 
was reversed. In the city of Providence, the deaths of males have 
almost uniformly preponderated. The countiy has uniformly returned 
a female excess. This diflference between cities and rural districts has 
been observed in Massachusetts and elsewhere. It is hardly likely 
that the number of females living in the country, is relatively greater 



SEVENTH REQISTRATION REPORT. 



[1859. 



than the number in cities. According to the last census, there was an 
excess of females in the population of each county in the Stats, but the 
percentage was highest in the city of Providence, The explanation 
seems to be this ; in cities where registration laws are more effectually 
sustained^ the proportions of the deaths reported at each period of life 
represent very accurately the proportions of the deaths occurring at 
those periods. But in rural district a, those whose business it is to re* 
cord the deaths, not unfrequently fail to make an entry of the same 
until near the close of the year, relpng upon their memories to fill up 
the returns. The result is, if a death produces a sensation in the 
community, it is sure to be recorded. But a large part of the deaths 
occur among those who have never identified themselves with the 
interests of the public. A knowledge of the deaths of such pf^rsons, 
originally confined to a limited circle of relations and neighbors, is 
speedily forgotten. This is especially the case with deaths occurring 
in infancy and early childhood. But, as we have elsewhere remarked, 
these are the ye:\rs in which there is always a large excess of male 
deaths. It is perfectly obvious, that wherever the deaths of youag 
children are most incompletely ret umed, there will be found a propor- 
tional increase in the number of deaths among females* Now while 
the excess of deaths among males in Providence is partially to be ex- 
plained by the fact that " the number of children who died in cities 
is greater than in the same population in country towns/' it ia largely 
increased by the greater completeness of the mortuary returns in in* 
fantile statistics* - , 



Parbktage. — Previous to 1858, the parentage of the decedents 
was so unfrec[uently given as to hardly warrant its being made a sub- 
ject for classification. The two past years^ the parentage as well as 
the nativity have been specified with few exceptions ; but the former 
is evidently superior to the latter^ as a basis of comparison in all those 
mattei-s which affect the social and vital condition of our popula- 
tion. " Information in relation to pareotage is important not only 
because the facts obtained relate to two classes of the populationj 
which as classes are entirely different from each other in their sanitary 
condition and in all the circumstances with which they are surrounded ; 
but it is also necessary because the division of the population accord- 
ing to nativity or birth-place has no value whatever^ and only misleads 
and decieves the enquirer after truth. In the city^ of Providence 
during the year 185^ there wei'e 340 deaths of children under Rve 
yeari of age. Taking the classification according to nativity, we find 
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that 338 of these children were of American and two only of foreign 
birth. But classified according to parentage, 137 were of American 
and 203 of foreign parentage. In the same city, during the same 
year, there were seyenty-five deaths from the four diseases, cholera 
infantum J cholera morbus, diarrhtna and dysentery. Of these seventy- 
five personsj sixty-nine were of American and six of foreign birth j 
but according to parentage, twenty-five were of Atnerican and fifty of 
foreign parentage/'* Still the classification according to nativity alone 
is adopted in all the State reports, aa well as in the mortuary reports 
of all the cities in this country, Boston^ Buffalo and Providence ex- 
cepted. 

An analysis of the respective liabihties to disease of any two great 
classes in the community, between which a comparison may be justly 
instituted, cannot fail to prove interesting and instructive ; and it is a 
matter of regret that at the present time we are compelled to defer 
those inqniries in view of which the classification by parentage 
assumes its chief importance. 

As before observedj the parentage was very generally given the past 
year, there being but sixty -seven cases in which it was nnspecified — > 
143 less than in 1858. The deaths of American parentage were fifty- 
less than 1858^ of foreign parentage 153 less. There was a falling 
off in the foreign in each division of the State except Bristol county. 
In Providence city there were eighty-five less. The proportion of 
deaths of foreign nativity has ^ways been largest in Providence county* 
In 1858, 51.6 per cent, of the deaths were of foreign parentage; in 
1859j 45 per. cent. In Barrington, Fall River and North Providence 
there was an excess of deaths of persons of foreign parentage. Nine 
towns returned none of foreign parentage; seven towns reported 
one each. 

The following abstract will show^ the numbers of persona of 
American and foreign nativity who have died in each of the two p^st 
years, together with the pei'centages of each class, 

DEATHS— NATIVITY. 





Amerteaii. 


Iriiiti. 


Other Fai«igtt. 


liTotspedflfid. Total, 




2,202 

1,863 
82.98 


286 
11.10 

290 
12.92 


92 
3.66 

92 

4,10 


36 
2j 


2,616 
100,00 

2,270 
100.00 



*KeporioD Keglstrotion presented to the Qu&raiitiDe and Stnitaij ConTeatioa, bt its 
fourth annuil mating, hj £i M. Snow, M. D. 
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la 1859 there was a slight increase of the foreign over the number 
the preriaus year — four more Irish — the same number of " other 
foreign," eleven less not specified. The class " other foi^eign" was 
composed of natives of England and Scotland, sixty nine ; British 
America, thirteen ; France, three ; Germany, two ; Hollandj Norwajj 
Sweden, Portugal and Cuba, one each. 

Ahhough the past year shows an increased percentage of deaths of 
persons of loreign nativity, this class of deaths has been gradually de- 
creasing for seyeral yeara^ and must continue to occupy from year to 
year a less important place in mortuary statistics. The increased per- 
centage of this class, the past year, as well as the decreased percentage 
of the deaths of persons of foreign parentage, is a necessary result of 
the small infantile mortality, a &ct which explains many of the pecu- 
liarities of our returns. 



CoLOE, — 'The number of deaths of colored persons registered during 
the past year, was seventy-six i 37 males, 39 females. This is three 
less than the number of buths recorded. The number of deaths 
during the year, has generally exceeded the births. Diseases of the 
respiratory system, are the chief causes of the mortality. To this 
class of causes is attributed about 26 per cent, of the deaths in the 
whole population of the State ; but among the colored the mortality 
from the same diseases is over 40 per cent. According to the last 
(1858) South Carolina report, diseases of the respiratory system are 
as common to the white as to the slave population, causing a little 
over 17 per cent, of the deaths in each class. As has before been 
remarlced, the colored race would at no distant day become extinct in 
Ehode Island, if it were not maintained by immigration from the 
South, 

The proportion under five years of age, was nearly as S9 to 

100 ; over sixty, as 21 to 100. These proportions are q^uite con^ 
stant, indeed instances of longo^ty are relatively much more frequent 
among the blacks^ than among the w^bites. The two centenarians 
to whom We have before alluded, were both blacks ; one a male 
— "a slave freed by the act of 1797," died at the age of 100^ in 
the town of Jamestown ;* the other a female, died in Cranston, aged 

101 years, nine months and seven days^ 

*" The l^t of the Bhod^ Inland ^^re9.'''-Artu>td'A Msimy, Vd. JI. Z2. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The causes of death may be divided into predisposiDg and immedi- 
ftte causes* The former embrace all those influeiicea which may excite 
disease, «uch as depend upon temperature, humidity, the peculiarities 
of location, the character of population s^ as well as moral and social 
customs. We have already had occasion to speak — more briefly than 
we could wish — of some of the numerous causes of diseasCj and shall 
again allude to them, in the course of our remarks upon those special dis- 
, or immediate causes, to which the deaths of over two tkomand of 
our people were attributed during the past year. 

The classification adopted is the same which has been used in pre- 
vious reports^ and w^e see no good reason for materially changing it. It 
is to be regretted that it is so diihcult to devise a system free from ob- 
jectiouj but the difficulty will remain so long as our knowledge of th6 
specific constitution of diseases, remains imperfect. 

The most easily apphed system of classification is that which is based 
upon the anatomical seat of the malady. There are few diseases whioh 
may not be grouped according to this method. Its defect consists m 
bringing into the same group diseases in their nature totally different. 
A system which should arrange diseases in classes^ in virtue of a com- 
mon nature, would be far superior^ but it presupposes a knowledge of 
the essential character of all disorders, a condition which it is hai-dly 
probable will be soon fulfilled. * The only course at present which 
seems to be i-eally judicious, is to adopt a plan similar to the one advised 
in the report of the committee to whom the subject of classification was 
referred by the American Medical Association in 1858, This system 
is nearly identical wdth the one used Ln our own reports. It asanmea 
two great divisions of the causes of death — the Zj/motic and Sporadic, 
The former including all diseases which have an epidemic, ende- 
mic or contagious* character ; the latter embracing all other causes of 
death, which are subdivided so far aa possible according to the several 
physiological systems they may affect. 

■* The clftBsiflotttion r&cently adopted in MaeaachuHettii Appears to tia particnliiriy uTifoTtm- 
Date. DiBeascii are arrEinged accord injer to a pathology which ia certainly unique. What 
poftsible affiDity is there between rheuxnatism awd am all poi, or between yeUow fcrer and 
''wfttit nf breaat miW*[ Yet theie catlses of death accord in j^ to this eyitem, belong: to the 
Aame claaa; wbich can only be the case by enlarging the metning of the term ZjmQii<i 
antU it 1>eoome9 utterly worthlefls. 
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Zymotic Diseases are especially important not only on account of 
tbeir relation to the annual mortality » but in view of the peculiar laws 
by which they are individually governed. They are most sensitive to 
those predisposing causes which are dependent upon atmospheric rari* 
ations, and a group of influences which have been termed terrene ; and n 
the particular relation which each disease sustains to these causes isfl 
a most interesting subject for inqtiiry, and one which promises the " 
grandest results. The reduced rate of mortality and the higher aver- 
age ages at death attained daring the present century, ai'e largely owing 
to the diminished prevalence and fLitalityj of certain diseases of tliis class, 
resulting from a partial knowledge of some of the conditions essential 
to their propagation and continuance * It may be too much to expect 
future discoveries as brilliant as that of Jenner^ but it is not too much 
to believe in the establishment of principles which in their application 
may prove eq^ually efficient in diminishing the mortality from epidemic 
and endemic disorders, 1 

As we have elsewhere stated the percentage of deaths from tlie Zy- 
goses was remarkably small during the past year — falling below the 
percentage of each year since the commencement of registration in this 
State, and showing a reduction of 6 per cent*^ when compared with 
the. mortality from the same diseases in 1858. Scarlatina and measles 
destroyed IS per cent of all who died in 1858* These diseases occa- 
sioned but about 4 per cent, of the deaths in 1859* leaving a balance of 
9 per cent, in favor of the past year, which however was reduced to 6 
per cent, by an increase in the number of deaths chiefly from typhoid 
fever and hooping cough. Continuing the compaiison with 1858, 
Washington county shows a reduction of 10 per cent,j Providence city 



I 



* Additional importaDce ia given to theao iDquirics by the fact that to whateTer eitcril 
we may iDcreftao our knowlt^dge of tli^ causes of sporadic dUe^i^es, we fihAll hardly therebj 
be able to dimmi&b to an equal degree the frequency of thoai^discaseB; inasmuch as they move 
comrponly ariaefrom indiridudl vitdations of physical and moral lawa, whereitv a temporary 
object attained— Buch is human nature — alwuya outweighs a Gontiogent but indednito ctiI. 
A knowledge of the causes of thU class ot diseases, is an essential part of a regiiJap medical 
eduoatlon^ and it is the buaineas and duty of the physidau to teach the poraonal obaerTance 
of physiological law just as it i a the duty of the clergyman to point out the requirements 
of the moral law. But that science must assume a public nuUonal importance which pro- 
poses the removal of those great and more general causes of dtsease, -which may operate in- 
dependently of the passionaand th6 appetites of men individually; just as the State takes 
oognijtance of those gros&er moral derelictions which directly affect the peace and happiness 
of communities. B 

Hitherto the world has been, bygietiically, in about theoonditiofi it would hare been morallj ^ 
had Tiituc and justice been tatight by example done. What a tnie cirilizatiou demands — ^ 

what it will ultimately attiiiri — is the recognitiou in its jurisprudence of the vast result* 

which wiU flow from a geoecal ohscrrance of th» great pnnciplei of aanitary soience. 
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£ per ceat., the towns of Prov., county 12 per cenL, Newport county 8 
per cent., Kent county 14 per cent^j while Bristol county returns an 
increase of 15 per cent. 

Providence city has usually retunied the highest percentage, Kent 
county the lo^^est. Generally the smallest percentages are returned from 
the rural districts. The proportional mortality however from the Zy* 
moses was quite equally distributed through the several divisions of the 
state in the retuins for 1859* 

Scarhtina. — To this disease were ascribed 71 deaths or 3.5 per cent, 
of all the deaths from specified causes, a larger percentage than be- 
longs to any other Zymotic disease. In 1858 there were S34 deaths 
&om this cause — over 10 per cent. The greatest reduction in the 
mortality fiom scai'ktina occurred iu Newport county ; causbg 75 
deaths in 1858, it occasioned but four in 1859. From the same cause 
there were ten deaths in Washington county in 1858, and but one in 
1859» Indeed each division of the state returned a greatly reduced 
number of deaths from scarlatina except Bristol county, which returned 
in 1859 as also in 1858 five deaths. Barely does a year occur in ^hieh 
scarlatina proves less fetal. In 1855 the same number of deaths was 
registered but the mortality was probably greater than that of the past 
year. 

The disease was most fatal in January and February, least fatal in 
August and November, In the agg^regate of the five yeai's previous to 
1859, — ^^ The disease was more fatal in March than in any other month, 
and least so in September, its monthly mortality increasing as we go in 
either direction from September. " 

Of the 71 persons who died from scarlatina the past year 34 were 
males, 37 females. During the six past yetu-s the total number of 
deaths reported fi^om this cause has been 777, of which number 396 
weremalesj 381 females, or about 104 males to 100 females. The 
Massachusetts reports yield similar results so far as we have examined 
them, This male excess however is hardly in proportion to the male 
excess among the living at those ages when scarlatina proves most fatal. 

Scarlatina is a disease peculiai- to childhood ; of 777 recorded deaths 
but sever teen were of persons over 15 years of age, a considerable 
portion of which were probably owing to secondary complications. 

One of the most remarkable facts connected with this disease is its 
apparent independence of those hygienic causes which so largely in- 
fluence the mortality from other Zymotic diseases. Thus while most 
diseases of this class are peculiarly fatal among the children bom 
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of our foreign population^ — a population whose domestic economy is 
a constant warfare against every known kw of health — the deaths firom 
scarlatina seem to be quite as frequent among those of American a* 
among those of foreign parentage. 

Measles — so closely resembling acarlatina as to have been long con- 
founded with it, is generally a mild afiection, and the cause of but a 
small annual mortality. 

The number of deaths from measles during each of the six past 
year^j has been as follows ; 

2m 1855. 13S0. 1857- 185S. 1650. 



15 



6 



75 



The fetaJity in 1858 was remarkable. The disease — epidemic 
throughout the State ^ — assumed a type of uncommon Beyerity, being 
particulaily fatal in Providence city and county. ^ 

The three deaths in 1859, were returned fi-om Newport county. V 
The fects pertaining to the mortahty from measles in Rhode Island, 
are at present not sufficiently numerous for the purpose of generaliza- 
tion ; still we may observe, that — however the original type of the 
epidemic may be affected by a personal or public observance of sani- 
tary requirements — the disease most commonly proves fiital through 
those secondary complications which arise from imprudence or neglect. 
In this respect, it differs widely from scarlatina* 



1 



Dipkikeria, — ^This disease first appeared among the causes of death 
in the city of Providence, in the month of Angustj 1858, from which 
time to December Slst, 1859, it was the reported cause of 26 
deaths — 20 of which occurred during the past year. Of the 
twenty six deaths, twenty-two were returned from Providence city, 
Kent county, Newport county, the towns of Providence county, and 
Washington county reporting one each. Eleven were males, fifteen, 
were females. In 1859 the mortality was equally divided among the 
sexes. 

The disease is one of childhood — like scarlatina and croup, num- 
bering most of its xactims between the ages of two and ten years* 
Ten of the deaths have occurred under five ; fourteen between five 
and ten ; two between fifteen and twenty ; eighteen were of American, 
eight of foreign parentage. I 

The past year the number of deaths in each month was as follows : 
November, six ^ October and December, each four; March^two^^ 
April, June, July and September, each one. 
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The question is often asked, is diphtheria a new disease ? It is cer- 
tainly not in Europe^ and there is good i-eason for believing it is not in 
this country. Daring the past century epidemics have prevailed more 
or less extensively in various parts of the countr}% quite analogous to 
this affection,* They have generally been considered by contemporary 
observers as modifications of well known diseases, such as croup, scar- 
latina > " sore throat," etc. Cases of undoubted diphtheria are still thus 
regarded and reported by many physicians. Our knowledge of the 
natnrat history of this disease was largely increased during the late 
epidemics in France and England. The foreign medical journals were 
filled with cases, the minutest details of which were not omitted. 
Shortly after^ cases began to be reported in this country^ and the dis- 
ease was first generally recognized as a distinct affection. 

The tendency of every progressive science is to become more and 
more specificj by the resolution of its general and essential facts, into 
their subordinate and component parts. Chemistry at one time ac- 
knowledged but four elements ; these have since been divided and 
sub-divided into more than sixty* In the same way our nosologies 
are being constantly increase d^ by names for diseases which are nearly 
if not quite as old as mortality itself. 

Croup, — According to our system of classification, this disease has 
always been included ^-ith the Zymoses — where it does not belong. 

There seems to be good reason for believing that certain epidemic 
diseases, occasionally closely resembling croup, have been and still are 
confounded with it. Bretonneau, to whom we are largely indebted 
for a knowledge of the disease now recognized as diphtheria, speaks of 
it as " an affection knoT^n under the name of croup," and in the most 
recent French medical journals, croup and diphtheria are frequently 
used as synonymous terms. Again in that variety of scarlatina called 
anginosa^ the throat and laiynx are sometimes lined with false mem- 
branes which give rise to all the sjnnptoms of croup. Now there is no 
more relationship between these diseases and common membranous 
croup, than there is between measles and simple catarrh. The mem- 
branous obstruction of the respiratory passages, sometimes occurring 
in diphtheria and scarlatina^ is entirely epiphenominal — not essential 
to affections which have their own distinct specific constitutions, and 
which have furnished the only examples of epidemic croup which 
have ever come to our knowledge. 

*Sce Boatoa Mcdi^jal atid Surgical Journal — Vol £XIII, p, 315, 
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We should have included croup with diseases of the respiratory 
system, but for several reasons , the most important of which is, that 
changes in classification are to be avoided if possible, as they alter the 
percentages of the several classes, and affect those comparisons which ^ 
firom year to year it may be desirable to make. ^ 

The number of deaths returned from croup in 1859, vras 58, 
11 less than 1858^ and a smaller number than has been returned 
since 1855. The yearly mortality in llhode Island, from this disease, 
seemSj howeverj to be quite constant. In the aggregate of the fire 
past years, croup has caused 3,1 per cent, of the deaths from specified 
causes. In Massachusetts, during an equal period of time, it was the 
cause of 2.5 per cent. In Keutuckyj judging from the last two or 
three reports, it causes 6 or 7 per cent, of the deaths. fl 

Of the 58 persons who died in 1859> 37 were malesj 21 females. 
During the past five years there have been 165 deaths of males, 142 of 
females* It is hardly probable that sex affects the mortaUty to any con- 
siderable extent. The smallest number of deaths in one month, (2) oc* 
curred io August, the largest number^ (9,) in January. The disease 
is most prevalent in the cooler seasons of the year. The following ex^ 
hibits the aggregate quarterly mortality for a period of five years. 



jAntLATj— March. 

98 



April— •feme. 

61 



July — September. 

45 



October — December^ 

103 
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Hooping Cough — appears to have been epidemic in nearly eveiy di- 
vision of the state the past year, destroying more than twice as many 
victims as have been registered in any previous year., Of the 46 deaths 
from this cause, almost half, (22) occurred in the city of Providence, 
Newport county reported thirteen, towns of Providence county five, 
Bristol and Kent counties each three, Washington county returned 
none. 

The largest number of deaths (13) was in September ^ — the smallest 
number, (1) — July. Forty-two deaths were of children under five, n 
Four deaths occurred between five and ten. ^H 

The disease is most fatal to children under two years of age, but rareljr^^ 
proves fatal unless complicated with bronchitis, pneumonia or some j 
other secondary affection. It is a much less frequent cause of death in^l 
this country than in the countries of northern Europe, where the " 
deaths are as one to thirty four from all causes - — the average deaths 
in our Atlantic cities being about one to seventy from all causes. * Ac- 1 
cording to the TJ. S. census the deaths from Hooping cough — through- j 

*Con(iio. — DJ^GaE^a of children. 
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out the whole countiy for the year ending June 1^ 1850 — were to the 
whole number of deaths as one to sixtt^ one. In the city of Providence 
for a period of fiye years 1855-9 the deaths from Hooping cough 
were to the deaths from all causes as one to one hundred and eleven^ 



Cholera Infantum^ — was the reported cause bf 61 deaths during the 
year 1859 — a smaller number than has been returned since 1853, As 
compared with the previous year there was a reduced percentage in 
each division of the state except Newport county^ which reported no 
deaths from this cause in 1858, In the city of Providence the niortahtv 
from cholera infantum has been diminishing for several years, " In 
1855 there were 61 deaths (in Providence) and the average for 15 years 
previous was 37^ or 4 more than in 1 859/^ 

All but three of the deaths returned the past year occured in July 
August and September* Otir previous reports exhibit a quite similar 
monthly mortality^ the death rate having always been highest in 
August. 

This disease prevails most extensively in villages and cities j and falls 
with particular severity upon children of foreign parentage. Of the 1 89 
who within the past few years have died in Providence, 1^21 were of 
foreign parentage, 

Diarrkcea and Dpentery.^-To these diseases were attributed 102 
deaths — one less than in 1858. Providence city and county rejKnted in 
1859, about the same number as the previous year. In Kent and 
Washington counties the mortality was largely reduced. In Newport 
county it was nearly twice as great as in 1858. In Bristol county the 
deaths arose from 3 per cent., in 1858 to 11 per cent., in 1859- 
Most of the deaths were registered in Warren, which town sulFered 
severely from dysentery. 

Diarrhoea and dysentery are most prevalent in the months df August 
and September, the mortality being somewhat greatest in August. 

In 1859, 60 per cent, of all who died were under five years of age- 
The aggregate of our previous returns would probably yield about the 
same percentage. 

Cholera Morbus ^ — ^Tras the cause of G deaths^ 3 of which were in 
Newport county- 
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The mortality from this disease ia quita emalL But two deaths 
were reported in 1858. The largest number, 15, was returned m 
1854, during which year Asiatic cholera was epidemic in certain 
portions of the State. 

The four diseases — cholera infantunij cholera morbus, diarrhcFa 
and dysentery, were the past year the given causes of 169 deaths^ or 
11 per cent of all from specified causes* 

The mortality from these diseases was at its maximum in the month 
of August, within which, 65 deaths were reported. In September 
there were 37 ; in July, 35 ; in October, 12 ; in April and November, 
five each; in February, four ; in January, three ; in Mai-ch, June, 
and December, one each* 

Of the 70 decedents in the city of Providence, 24 were of Amer- 
ican parentage ; 46 of foreign parentage. 

Fevers. — The deaths from typhoid and typhus fever, during each of 
the five past years, have been as follows : 

1855. 1856. 186T* ISES. 1S59. 

58 53 76 4£ 68 

The mortality of 1859 — althou^^h fciUing somewhat below that of" 
1857 — shows an increase in each division of the State, except Kent 
county, over the number returned the previous year. Deaths were 
returned from these diseases in each month of the year — the largest 
number (14) occurring in November. Judging from the aggregate 
of our previous returns, tjrphoid fever occurs most frequently in the 
autumn months. The deaths returned during the winter, spring, 
and summer, have been about equal in number. 

It may not be improper to observe that although we have included 
typhus with typhoid fever, the two diseases are entirely distinct- H 

Typhus, commonly called ** ship fever," is of comparatively unfre- 
quent occurrence, and can almost always be traced to some recently 
imported contagion. On the otter hand, typhoid is the ordinaiy en->A 
demic fever of New England, and is probably a more frequent cause 
of death in the spaisely settled count ly, than in densely peopled 
cities. This distinction is not always recognized in our returns, the 
result of which is that a sepj^ate^ tabulation could have but little 
value. 

The deaths of six persons were ^d to have been produced by 
*^ feverj" — the kind of fever was unspecified ; two died of " bilious 
fever," and one of " remittent fever,'* (infantile). Most of these caseq^ 
might probably be included under typhoid, ^t 
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The eleven deaths from puerperal fever will be considered under thft 
head of cliildbirth. 



I 
I 



Small Pox. — From June 1st, 1852, to Dec, SlBt, 1856, there had 
died from small pox, 39 persons. After an interval of over two 
years, in Eehruary 1859, the disease again made its appearance in 
Providence, where, owing to the effective measures adopted by the 
Board of Health, although threatening at one time to become gen- 
erally epidemic, it was completely stopped — not a case of vario- 
lous diseuse occurring for several monthB» It again appeared in 
Providence in the fall of the same year, having been imported from 
Boston, but the cases were £ew in number^ only one proving fatal. 
Several cases of small pox, or vaiioloid were repoited during the year 
in other sections of the State, No death, however, was returned from 
these causes ; the five deaths in 1859, having been reported in the 
city of Providence J as were also the 3£J deaths occurring between June 
1852, and December 1856, a fact which is certainly remarkable* 

Of the whole number who have died since 185^, 23 have been 
males, 21 females ; 21 wTre under five years of age, one between five 
and ten, nine between 20 and 30, and thirteen over 30, j 

Perhaps the greatest boon ever confen'ed by medical science on man, 
is the absolute protection which it has furnished against this most loath- 
some of diseases. Other discoveries have been made, almost equally 
valuable, such as those concerning the nature and causes of tubercle ; 
they have taught us clearly how certain diseases may be prevented as 
well as rationally treated* But the means of prevention always involve 
continued effort on the part of the subject. The inertia of previous 
habits is to be overcome, which is to most persons too large a sacrifice 
— however beneficent its results — however disastrous remissness may 
prove. The essential value of Jenner's disco veiy consists in its appli- 
cability; it demands no personal sacrifice^ requires no previous pre- 
paration, and insures no future disability. 

The importance of this subject is too apt to be overlooked. In the 
comparative immunity which we at present enjoy, we are forgetful of 
the perils which we have escaped, and are unmindful of the contin- 
gences of the future, " From authentic documents and accurate 
calculations/' says Dr, Barok, " it has been ascertained that before 
vaccination^ one in fourteen of all who w^ere bom, difed of small pox." 
Nor did the introduction of inoculation diminish this ratio ; on the 
contrary it appears rather to have increased it, as ** in forty-two years 
previous to the introduction of inoculation j the average number of 

10 
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deaths from small poxj in Great Britaliij v-as to the whole number as 
72 to 1000 ; but in the forty- two years after inoculation came into 
use, the proportion ivas as 89 to 1000." This was owing to the fact 
that while the inoculated form of the disease was seldom fatal* it wa^ 
capable of communicating to the unprotected ^ genuine ^mall pox ; thus 
the sources of the contagion were vastly muhiplied. 

With the facilities which now exist, it is both a private and a puhhc 
duty, that no person remain iinprotected* Every child should be vac- 
cinated at the earliest opportunity ; while in relation to subsequent 
re-vaccination there can be but one opinion. In the language of Dr. 
George B. Wood^ " I would again strongly urge the propriety of 
universal re-vaccination as the means not only of promoting the com- 
fort and possibly of saving the life of the individual, but also pre- 
venting the spread of small pox, and of ultimately eradicating it, if 
not from the globe, at least from extensive communities." 



Erysipelas, — caused 14 deaths. The mortality from this disease has 
been about the same for several years ; although occasionally epidemic 
it is questionable whether this influence is much effected by the sea- 
sons. Thirty-three per cent, of those who have died since 1852, have 
been under five years of age. 
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Malig7iant Pmtuk. — Under this head, 6 deaths were reported 
three in the city of Providence^ two in Newport, and one in the town 
of Bristol. The three fatal cases in Pro^ddence, were in the month 
of January and occasioned " much unnecessary alarm," ^ 

The disease is rarely if ever epidemic, and it is the opinion of some 
of our best observers, that it always originates in the inoculation of 
an animal poison* Deaths ai'e very unfreqnent from the disease in 
this country j it having appeared in 1859, for the first time in our 
records. In 1858, two deaths were reported in Massachusetts. In 
some parts of the continent of EnropCj the afiection seems to be more 
common. 



I 



The remaining 13 deaths from Zymotic causes were returned as 
follows : one from Carbunck, one from Hydmphohia^ two from Influ- , 
enza^ one from Pydbmia, five from Syphilu^ three from Thntsk ■ 

The case of hydrophobia occurred in the town of Cumberland in " 
the month of January i the victim was a young man about IT years 
old. Two cases have been previously reported, one in March 1853, 
the other in Maixh 1856. 
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The death from ppcmia occurred in the city of Newport ; the 

[cause given in the return was '* purulent absorption from injury to 

I the foot." The disease is closely allied to erysipelas, and is never 

primary, always being dependent on some previous wound or injury. 

The victims of syphilis wem all infants, destroyed by inherited 



I 
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GeXEKAL or not localised DI3EABK 

Cancer y—' was the cause of a larger number of deaths than any other 
disease of this class. Of the 43 decedents in 18r^9, II were males, 32 
females. Of the 218 deaths retiuned since 1852, 55 were of males ; 
16S of females. 

According to our returns, the stomach, utents and breast^ are by far 
the most common seats of the disease, — location however has not been 
specified as frequently as we could wdah. 

In 1859, no death was returned at an age under 20, The largest 
number of deaths within any decennial period occurred between 50 
and 60. 

Dropsy^ — ^ rants next in fatality, numbering 41 victims. The seat 
of the dropsy was specified in very few of these cases, Fif een deaths 
returned Irom '^ dropsy of the chest " are classed with diseases of the 
respiratory systenij — including these we have a total of 56 deaths, 
31 of males, 25 of females. Of the 318 deaths previously reported, 141 
T\^ere of males, 177 of females. 

It may be observed, that dropsies although frequently the cause of 
death are never regarded by physicians as diseases ; inasmuch as ttiey 
almost always occur in the course of certain organic affections of the 
hearty liver or kidneys, of which they are only symptomatie» 

Debility y — is said to have caused 39 deaths. This term has but lit- 
tle meaning, as the condition which it suggests is by no means peculiar 
to a few cases. Death, without some indication of debility is certainly 
not common. Of the 39 who died, 26 were under five years of age. 

Marasmm^ — is another of those oonvenient terms sufficiently elastic 
to include almost any disease which may produce emaciation. If it is 
in amy respect superior to debility it must be attributed to the " decent 
obscurity of a learned language, " From marasmus 29 deaths were 
reported ; 25 of which were at ages under five ; 12 w^ere of males ; 17 
of females. Fourteen deaths were returned in the city Provident^, 
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The deaths from marasmus are most frequent in August aud Sep- 
tember. Since 1852, 245 deaths have been reported, 41 in August 
and 50 in September, or in both months an average of 37 per cent, of 
the annual mortality from this cause. From which fact we infer that 
marasmus is quite as closely allied to diarrha^a, dysentery and cholera 
infantum, as to scrofula with which it is generally classed, 

Malformatian^ — caused 14 deaths ; 12 of which, were returned in 
Providence city. The deaths all occurred under five, generally within 
the first week after birth* The malformation was in most cases of the 
heart. It has been the cause of 62 deaths since 1852, 39 males^ 2S 
females. 

Tumor. — Under this head 9 deaths were classed, one was ^* ovarian,** 
three were " abdominal," and one was " malignant,*' which might have 
been classed with cancer. The kind of tumor was in three cases un* 
specified. 

Scrofula. — Prom this disease 8 died -^ all at ages under ten. Six 
deaths were returned in the city of Providence, 



The remaining thirteen deaths from this class were caused by the 
following diseases — Hemorrhage four, Mortificaiion three, Anrnnta 
and hijlammation each two, Abscess and Purpura^ each, one, 

Nehvous System. 

Kpoflexy and Paralysis^ — so generally sustaining to each other, the 
relation of cause and effect — may be considered at the same time. To 
these diseases were attributed 79 deaths; to apoplexy 51, to paralyaisB 
28. Of the decedents sixty were over 50 years of age, twenty mn© 
were between 70 and 80 ; 42 were males and 37 females. 

The number of deaths from apoplexy, as also from paralysis waa % 
little larger than Las before been returned. 
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Hydrocephalus y — caused 56 deaths — 9 less than in 1858 — all of which 
were at ages under ten, all but five were under five, 34 were males, 22 
were females. Since 1852, 212 males, and 165 females have died of 
this disease. 

The aggregate quarterly mortality for a period of seven years, m as 
follows : 

Lit qiiarter Snd (tuafter 

77 97 
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Conmhions. — Under this head were placed 50 deaths — includin^^ 
two occasioned bj puerperal convulsions. Of those who diedj, 40 were 
under five years of age, g6 were males, ^4 females. The rate of mor- 
tality from this cause has usually been highest in the third quarter^ 
(July — September), 

Brain affectiofis, — are said to have destroyed 61 persons during^ 
the past year. Twenty deaths were attributed to wfiammation^ and seven- 
teen to congestion of the brain — which meims about the same 
tliiiig, Twenty-f^ur deaths were occasioned by^ — "Disease of the^ 
brain, " the form it assumed being specified in no case. It is remarkable 
how large a proportion of the victims of these affections of the brain 
are young children. The number returned the past year under five 
years of age was thirty, between five and ten, eight. 

Since June Ist 18d2, 4SS death* have been reported fiom inflamma- 
tion, congestion, and ^' disease " of the brain — of this number S40 
were under ^tb years of age. 



Insanity f — caused 16 deaths, or more properly 16 deaths occurred 
among the insane. Insanity is not commonly a direct cause of death. 

DiUrium tremens^ — destroyed 7 pereioiis, six males and one female. 
To this cause in 1858, thirteen deaths were ascribed. 
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Epilepsy, — From this disease 7 deaths were reported. It is quite 
probable that epilepsy occasioned several deaths which — said to have 
been caused by^t^ — are placed under the head of convulsions. Since 
June Ist, 1858, 41 deaths have been returned, M of males, 17 of fe- 
males. According to certain Continental authorities females are more 
liable to epilepsy than males. So far as we have examined them the 
mortality returns in the United States, show a very considerable male 
excess. 

Two deaths were returned from chorea, two from puerperal mania^ 
two from tetamis and one from trismus nascentium. The deaths from 
tetanus both occuiTed in Newport county. 

The number of deaths returned from tetanns in each county since 
185^ is as follows : 




Bristol 


K«nl 


Newport 


Providuncfl 


WaflbingtO] 


Cflunty 


eoDntf 


county 


eountf 


county 


3 





6 


7 


2 
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The one or two cases of trismua nascentinra which have previousl; 
been reported have been put under the head of tetanus. The diseaj 
— pecuhar to infants as the name implies ^ — is rare in New Englani 
It prevails in the West Indies, as also in some of our southern States, 
where it proves particularly destructive to the hlacks. Of 105 deaths 
registered from this cause in South Carolina in 1858, only four w< 
of white children. 



I 
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Respiratory System. — While compai^tively few diseases are 
Strictly limited to latitudes and localities, the several conditions ivhich 
serve to form a climate, exert more or less influence upon the sanitary 
state of populations. Among one people there is a tendency to inflam- 
matory diseases of organs. Among another, fevers of a low adynamic 
character preponderate. In one climate affections of the howels, stom- 
ach and liver are frequent. In another, difficulties of the glandular 
structures are more common. In New England, the most prevalent 
diseases are those having their seat in the organs of respiration, and 
the mortality attnbuted to them is nearly^ if not quite equals to the 
mortality from the Zymoses* In Rhode Island, during the past year, 
the deaths from diseases of the respiratory system showed an exce^ 
oifim per cent, over the deaths from the Zymoses. This was remark- 
able, but was owing to a decreased percentage of deaths from Zymotic 
diseases, as the absolute number of deaths from affections of the res- 

*To how large an extent the diaeasea pTCTfllent in a given Imti trade maj he properlr 
iiscrihed to climate, ia a question which iw yet to he eettled. Ciltnate is hut one of the pre- 
dUposing cau.^es of dis^aEie. The habits^ occupation h, and modes of iife common to a 
people, are matters not to he overlooked in this connection* The diet of Europeans in trop- 
ic*! countries, h quite as elTicietit an agent in tbe prodnetion of hepatic difficulties, aa high 
temperature and malariou» exhalotions. Insanity is more common in New England than 
in any other part of the United States; bot it is neither the result of sudden changes of 
tempera til rep nor of cast winds. Deaths from consumption may he more frequeot than ia 
any other part of the oountry. X^ thU owing wholly to our climate? We think not. In- 
door occupations — ^thc bad air of factories » and workshops— the equally vitiated atmosphere 
of close over-heated (ivreUing^ho uses— contribute not a little to this resuU* In warmer 
countries^ people live more in the open air^ and this single fact has vastly more to do with a 
comparative immunity from pulmonary diseases than any hypothetical sanltive inflnencea 
of climate. If we may credit the earlier settlers of Californiaj conBamption waa at one 
time almoBt unlknown in tha,t couotry— a fact which was at onc€ attributed to the an tit n her* 
culons virtues of n dry and elastic climate. But we ohserve in the report for 1S57 of ^ho^H 
Registrar of San Francisco.—'* That the destruction of human life in San Francisco /i^y^l 
equals the rates of a similar mortality in cUies that haVe been eapecially selected as likely 
to exhibit the masimnm estimate of deaths from this cimse.*'? Now the climate of Saa 
Francisco has not changed, but the habits of the people have^ They have adopted the eiv- J 
iliiation of the great Atlantic cities, and the death rate from oon sumption has increased! 
correspondingly. 
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piratory organs was 26 less than the number registered the prenoti» 
year. More than two^thirds of the deaths inckrled under this class, 
were occasioned by that fearful scourge of the North — consumption- 

Consumpiion. — To this disease, 43^ deaths were ascribed in 1859^ 
being 21.29 per cent, of all the deaths from specified causes. This 
is both a larger number and a larger percentage than ^ve have ever 
before registered. 

The number and percentage of the deaths from consumption in each 
of the three past years, has been as follows ; 





1857. 


1B88. 


1859. 


Number, 


398 


4S2 


432 


Per cent., 


19.25 


18.19 


21.29 



The annual increase in the number of deaths is to be referred 
partly to an increasing population — partly to those vaaious disturbing 
influences which always most sensibly affect the more limited observa- 
tions, Indeedj it is an admitted principlcj that the number of deaths 
from consumption in a given populatioHj varies yearly but little. The 
logical result is, that a high or low percentage is determined by the 
mortality from other causes* 

Washington county. Providence city, and the towns of Provi- 
idence county, show an increased mortality from consumption of 
about 5 per cent ; Newport county, S per cent ; Kent, 7 per cent. 
While Bristol county has fallen off 8 per cent. The percentages 
of the several towns, when compared with those of the previous 
year, exhibit necessarily, wider ranges of difference* However re 
markable the results of a comparison might be made to appear, they 
would not be particularly instructive, for reasons which we shall soon 
give. Still we may be pardoned, an allusion to an opinion expressed 
in former reports, as to the relative rates of mortality from consump- 
tion and Zymotic diseases, in the towns of Bristol and Wiirren. From 
observations made previous to the year 1839, and extending through 
a period of from nine to thirteen years, it appeared, that whOe in 
Bristol 13 per cent, of the deaths were from consumption ; in Wurren, 
20 per cent, were attributed to that disease. Again, 28 per cent, of 
the deaths in Bristol were from the Zymoses ; in Warren, this class 
constituted but 16 per cent. If consumption has proved especially 
fatal in Warren, and the Zymoses in Bristol, during the past ten years, 
the returns of 1859, will at least, show this relation to be by no means 
constant — consumption producing 17 per cent, of the deaths in 
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Bristol, and but 8 per cent, in Warren ; while the Zjmoses causing 
but 17 per ceat. of the deaths in Bristol, destroyed /ar/y-*ic per csat 
<3f all who t ied in Warreki during the year. 

Statistics are valuable in proportion as they are extensive. In small 
communities they can only become extensive after considerable inter- 
vaU of time, during which the perturbations which vitiate the results 
of more limited inquiriea^ may disappear to a very great extent. 

It is an opinion generally receivedj both by the medical profesBion 
and the public, that consumption is especially a disease of early adult 
life. From June Isl, 185S, to December Slstj 1859| a period of seven 
years and seven months, about SO per cent* of all the deaths from 
specified causes have been from consumption. During the same time, 
1,316 persons have died between the ages of 20 and 30 ; of these, 717 
have died of consumption i being 55 per cent., or more than one-half 
At no decennial period, do the number of deaths from consumption bear 
so large a proportion to the deaths from other causes. We mnst not 
howiever, be too hasty in forming conclusions. Other £icts are to he 
considered, which, while they may not destroy entirely the evidence 
already given, may show us, that even the most rigid facts of statistics . 
may lead to erroneous results, unless clearly comprehended in all thei^| 
relations. ™ 

The only method of ascertaining the periods of life at which a dis- 
ease especially prevails, is to find the number of persons at each period 
of life, req^uired to furnish one death from that disease. At a given 
period, the number of deaths from consumption, may be very large, 
when compared with the number of deaths irom other causes, for the 
reason that the general susceptabillty to disease may be smalL The 
result of course would De a large relative increase in the number of 
deaths from consumption, were the liability to that disease constant 
through life. ^| 

The following table was introduced into the second EegistratiOTi 
Eeport, showing the number of persons living at each age, to one 
death from consumption. The data were obtained froxa the returns 
of 1853-4. M 



Under 5. 

454 



6-10. 



6,197 



10-15. 



1,886 



16—20. 



36& 



20—30. 



216 



30— 40.1 4D^60. 



267 195 



60-00. 



198 



eo-70. 



186 



70-^80. 



133 



o-rer BO. 



4TI 



It was also then observed " that consumption falls so heavily on earljj 
adult life that as the survivors grow fewer it loses in number of victimi 
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quite as muchj it would appear by the want of living material to feed 
upon as by any kw of its own. " If the table is correct^ T;\'hich theo- 
retically it i% not only does the liability to consumption not diminish 
after SO, but it absolutely increases, an individual being twice as likely 
to die of consumption between 70 and 80 as between SO and 30 — a 
result which we are certainly not prepared to admit. 

No terni in general use among medical men to designate a specific 
disease, is toore indefinite in its meaning than consumption. It is appli- 
cable to any malady attended by wasteing or emaciation. Disorders of 
nutrition — marasmus in children, stnite catarrh^ and those various or- 
ganic disturbances which are followed by a general breaking down of the 
vital forces, so peculiar to old age, are perhaps more fteq^uently than 
otherwise, considered by the pabHc as cases of consumption. In one 
town^ (West Greenwich) of 19 deaths from given causes, 9 were from 
consumption — of which number, three were over 70 years of age, two 
between 40 and 50, two between ^0 and 30, one two years old, and one 
three months old. This is a fair specimen of the returns from some of 
the towns. The causes of death may have been accurately given, bnt 
they are certainly not above suspicion* Again the percentages from 
consumption in different divisions of the Stale would seem to indicate 
some error. 

In Providence (city) 16.97 per cent,, of the deaths were from con- 
sumption in 1858, while lq the country divisions about 19,50 per cent, j 
died. Now more persons annually die of tubercular consumption in 
Providence to each thousand living, than in the rural districts. It is 
true that in a dty mortality we look for a smaller per cent, of deaths 
from consumption, owing to the greater prevalence and fatality of 
several diseases from causes peculiar to dense populations^ but it will 
be remembered that the health of Providence during the year 1858 
was remarkable. The deaths from cholera infantum, diarrhoea, and 
dysentery were 4 per cent,, fcis, than in the towns of Providence county, 
and but half of one per cent., greater than in the State at large. 

Final results can only be obtained from reliable data* In order to as- 
certain at what age the susceptibility to consumption is greatest, it is first 
necessary to know what is meant by comumpion. Hence the advantage 
of the physicians certificate, as well as the Importance of specifying, as 
is done by some of the town clerks, the causes of deaths returned by 
physicians. Were the causes of death reported accurately, eTcn in a 
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small community like our own, a mora tlefinite knowledge of many of 
the great facts of disease might be obtdned in a few years, than from 
the most extensive observations where accuracy is wanting. ■ 

It is strange witTi what stolid inrlifference the public learn to re* 
gard the fatality ef consumption. Three cases of malignant pustle 
occurring in one month. In the city of Providence^ produced a 
Jjauic, " During that same month 21 persors were destroyed in 
the city by consumption without apparently causing the least sur- 
prise, " Five persons die of small pox in Rhode Island People are 
alarmed and talk of stiingent measures for checking the peatilenca 
During the same period of time, 432 persons are said to have perished 
of cousumptioHj and nobody is alarmed and nobody seems to think it a 
matter of any consequence whether measures are proposed to stay the 
ravages of the disease or not ; and yet perhaps no disease is more truly 
preveniabie than consumption, ^ 



Pneumonia^ or — as it is more popularly called — lung fever was the 
cause of 116 of the deaths returned in 1859, To this number might 
properly be added nine deaths attributed to, " congestion of the lungs, " 
making a total of 125 deaths or a little over 6 per cent., of all from ■ 
given causes. This is a larger percentage than belongs to any " 
other disease excepting consumption — yet no larger than in 1858, 
when scarlatina ranked next after consumption as a cause of mor^ 
tality. Indeed the annual range is scarcely one per cent. Pneumonia 
is a disease especially fatal at the extremes of life — about one half of 
those dying from it in 1859 being under five, about one third, over 60. 
There were but three deaths of persons between the ages of five and 20 ; 
hut 22 between the ages of 20 and 60. During the months of July 
and August five deaths were returned, no other two months returned 
less than thirteen. The greatest number of deaths in one month, ( 16 ) 
occurred in ApriL During a period of seven years the deaths from pneu- 
smonia in each qn^ter of the year have been as follows. 



1st i^Tivter 

233 



2nd qadrter 

177 



3d quartet 

71 



4tJi quartet 

177 



Prom an examination of our previous reports, as well as several ' 
the Massachusetts reports, it appears that the mortality from pneumonia 
falls quite equally upon both sexes. Among the deaths occurring under 
five there is a small male excess, from five to 60, this excess is more 
marked, after 60 there is a considerable female excess. In the aggr 
gate there is a small male excess. 
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Bronchitis, — was the cause of S deaths, to which number we 
might add one &om cataiTh, malciag 9 deaths from what are com- 
monly called '* colds. " Since June 1st 1852, 45 fatal cases of bron- 
cbids have been recorded, 21 of which w^ere at ages under five, whUe 
eleven were over 70. The disease is rarely fatal in middle life. Bear- 
ing in mind the fact that the number of the livingj over 70 years of 
age, is about one fifth of the number living under five, it becomes evi- 
dent that the disease assumes its maximum fatality among the aged — 
the same is also true of pneumonia* 

Hmmopiysis. — Four deaths were returned from hemorrhage from 
the lungs. 

From other causes eleven deaths were reported, three from 
pleurisy^ three from " lungs disease off " two from laryTigiiis^ and one 
from each of the following diseases^ — asthma , emphysema of tha lungs, 
disease of the throat, 

ClEGULATOEY SrSTEM, 

Heart Disease of. — To various aflfections of the heart were attribi 
uted 59 deaths, 29 of males, 30 of females. Of the 366 decedents 
since 1852, 177 were males and 189 females. There has generally 
been in our returns a small excess of females. This is unusual. It 
is a curious fact that this excess is chiefly apparent early in life* Of 
those dying after 30, 141 were in ales ^ 129 females ; of those dying 
under 30, 36 were males and 60 were females. From this statement 
it will also be observed that the n^ortality is greatest in middle and 
advanced life* 



Phkbitis — or inflammation of the veins, caused two deaths. From 
this cause one death was reported in 1852, another in 1854. 

Aneurism — one death — subject a male. Since 1852 five fatal cases 
have been recorded, in each instance the victinj was a male. 

One death was returned from Angina peciaris, also one from 
pericarditis. 

Digestive System. 

Teething, — To this cause were attributed 31 deaths, a larger num^ 
ber than belongs to any other disease of the same class. 
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English medical writers speak of teething as commonly most severe 
ia the winter. In this country the mortality is greatest in the sum- 
mer. 

The following is a tabular statement of the aggregate mortality m 
Rhode Island in each month for a period of seven years. 



J&n. 


F*b. 


M»£Cll. 


ApriL 


Ma J. 


JUMH. 


July. 


Aimniflt. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Ntjveai. 


D«em, 


7 


6 


8 


10 


6 


7 


19 


34 


3B 


23 


8 


6 



i 



The largest number of deaths was in August, while over 50 per 
cent. J are embraced within the third quarter (July — September.) 
Of the whole number of decedents 89 were males, 77 females. 

Liver Diseases of.' — Under this head were placed 20 deaths, to^ 
which might be added two from jaundice, and six from hepatitis ^ or in- 
flammation of the liver, an affection common in tropical countries butj 
rare in this latitude. 



Bowek infiammation afj — was given as the cause of 21 deaths. 

It is to be regretted that the kind of inflammation is not more gen«- 
erally specified. 

There are two forms of intestinal inflammation, one tnowu as ent^r- 
itisf the seat of which is the internal mucous coat of the bowels ; the 
other, peritonitis^ which is an inflammation of the external serous coat. 
The two diseases are entirely dissimilar in their nature and symptoms. 

Probably most of the deaths returned jfrom inflammation of the 
bowels are from enteritis, although but five or six deaths were attrib- 
uted to it in 1859. 



Peritonitis. — From this very fatal disease IS deaths were reported. 



4 



Bowels disease <>/!— Under this general head fiYe cases are classei 
Six deaths were returned from colicy one from initissusception of th 
bowels, and one from hernia — subject, a female. But 1 1 deaths have 
been returned from hernia since 185^, which is certainly remarkabl< 
when we consider the frequency of this accident. It is a singular fk< 
that in seven cases the subjects were females. 



i 

ve 

1 



Gastritis — or inflammation of the stomachj caused four deaths. 
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while four deaths were caused by unspecified disease of the stomach. 
Two fetal cases of hemorrhage from the stomach were also reported. 

Urinary System. 

To diseases of this class 23 deaths were attributed ; 12 are placed 
under the head of Kidneys Disease of, several of these deaths were 
from " Bright's disease." There were three fatal cases of nephritis 
or inflammation of the kidneys ; four from cystitis — inflammation of 
the bladder ; three from diabetes, and one from gravel. Thirteen of 
the above cases were returned in the city of Providence. 

Generative System. 

Child Birth. — ^Under this general head are placed 12 deaths. 
The immediate cause of the fatal result was sometimes given, more 
generally it was not. 

Four deaths, two from puerpui'al convulsions and two from puerpe- 
ral mania might be included with the deaths from child birth, as also 
the eleven deaths from puerperal fever. This latter disease has how- 
ever uniformly been classed with the Zymoses. 

From the various accidents of child birth we have a total of 25 
deaths. Dividing the number of births returned in 1859 by 25 we 
find that the fetal cases were to the whole number of cases of child 
birth nearly as 1 to 180. 

Locomotive System. 

Spine Disease of. — Nine deaths were referred to diseases of the 
spine. Males five, females four. 

Bheumati^m is given as the cause of 7 deaths. The subjects were 
all males. 

Previous to 1859, twenty-two deaths had been reported, which were 
equally divided between the sexes. 

Integumentive System. 

But one death comes under this system, that of a child from pcm- 
phigtts. 

Old Age. 

To this cause are attributed 117 deaths — an increase on the average 
return of about one per cent., of the deaths from given causes, In-i 
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ferences however from this fact are worthless. Old age is not an im- 
mediate cause of death* It is a predisposuig cause of various mala- 
dies — pneumonia, brouchitis, and chronic diseases of organs — which 
are the immediate causes of death. 

It must be admitted that it is not unfrequently difficult even for a 
physician in the case of an aged ferson suffering from a number of 
functional or org.mic dilficulties to determine which was the chief 
cause of death. But with the public^ deaths from most diseases after 
70 may be ascribed to old age. 

For all practical purposes these deaths might as well be classed with 
the " not stated or unknown," Perhaps it might be an improvement 
to add the unknown dying over 70 to the number returned from old 
age, as we should know just as little about them as before, and at the 
same time gain additional proof of the salubrity of the climate, and 
the longevity of the people, « 

External causes. — The past year 104 deaths took place from ex- ^ 
ternal or violent causes — causes which are generally considered mat- 
ters of accident or chance. Analyses of the so called events of chance 
have led to some curious and interesting results. 

It is an article of every man's faith, that the material world is so 
governed by laws that whatever is to be, is an inevitable result there- 
from. The number perhaps is fewer, who believe that human re- 
lations are controlled by laws equally constant ^ that even cognifciona 
and volitions are so far the results of antecedent premises, that their 
character and number may frequently be determined with the same 
exactitude with which we predict eclipses and many other physical 
phenomena* Yet there seems to be but little reason for doubting 
this fact. The statements made by Quetelet, giving statistics of crime 
can hardly fail to impress those, who have never before remarked the 
uniform constancy with which like events repeat themselves — ^ events 
supposed to depend upon causes entirely indi\idual and exceptlonaL 
*A curious illustration of this principle is furnished by the recoi"ds of 

*The ftiH owing tabic from Quetelet, exhibits some of the facts reLating to crime in Fnace 
duriDg B p«riad of four jeara. 



YEkK. 


i 


Cond^mEHd. 


ill 

Jill 


III! 


ACOiratll *P CREMRS ASAmHT 




FcrBoxu, 


Pnpra^^ 


1828 

im 

1838 


6.SSS 

7.396 
7,373 


4.34S 

4.651 

4.475 


4.457 

4.ea3 

4.337 
4.321 


02 
61 
61 
61 


1.907 
1.911 
1.844 1 
1,791 


6.081 
6,0lfi 
fi.663 
6482 


Tot^, 


28.686 


17.610 


4.463 


fll 


7-4fia 


21.3S3 



I 
I 
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unsuperscribed letters dropped into the London and Paris post offices. 
^^ Year after year the same number of persons forget tiiis simple act, 
so that for each successive period we can actually foretell the number 
■of persons, whose memory will fail them in regard to this trifling and 
it might appear accidental occurrence." The statistics of " acci- 
dental" deaths, exhibit results equally remarkable. Yearly the same 
number of deaths occur from " drowning," by ** poisoning," by 
^'bums/' by " suicide/' the same number of persons selecting the 
•same mode by which existence may be terminated,* 

It is perfectly ^ apparent, that conclusions so specific can only' be 
derived from a wide field of observation, yielding large aggregates. 
But the law is none the less operative in all communities. In Massa- 
chusetts, — *' The registered number of suicides in 1855, was 91, and 
it has not varied over ten from that number in any one of the last 
five years," 

The following abstract will show some of the facts pertaining to the 
deaths in Hhode Island, from external causes, daring the past three 
jears. 



Casualty, 
Drowning, 
Suicide, 
Other causes. 



ua. 


1SS8. 


m». 


S» 


29 


34 


30 


24 


24 


8 


13 


9 


37 


29 


37 



"Whole No. External causes, 97 



95 



104 



I 



Few may have anticipated such results — that from 20 to ^4 per- 
sona should be annually drowned ^ — that there should be a difference 
' of but four or five in the aggregate number of deaths reported yearly 
from " falling," " run over," " crushed/' etc. Considering the 
numbers we deal with, their similarity is certainly remarkable, furnish- 
ing an illustration, feeble though it be, of the influence of those great 
primordial forces, wdiich, like the streams of the ocean, move on — 
unchanged by the various currents of individual thought, impulse and 
life^ — flhapeing and determining the destinies of men, 

♦**lii » (ffV«» Btete of society, a certain number of porsoDB muat put au cud to tbdr own 
liffi. This h the geueral law ; and the specinl queaiion bs to who shall commit the crime 
depeudH of course ou flpycial !awa. which, howcFer in their totol action, mu&t obey the 
krge social law to which they are Bubordinate. And the power of the large law ii w> iire- 
filftable, thiit neither the law of life, nor the fear of anuther world oan avail anything 
towarda checking its nperation."— ^w^^^'* JH^hry ^ ClnUitatim, 
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Casualties, — ^The special causes of 24 of the 34 deaths from catu- 
alty were given j they are as follows : From being ** hit,'* or " nm 
over by railroad cars," three deaths; from "injury of spine/' "nm 
over by heavy team," " fracture of skull," ** fiJl from a load of hay," 
" thrown from a wagon," two deaths each ; and one death from each 
of the following causes : " fall from a dray," " choked by a piece of 
beef," "fall fiom a railroad bridge," "bursting of a grindstone," 
" fall of a cylinder cap," " fall down stairs," " crashed betweea 
railroad cars," " falling of boat's mast," " idling of a tree," " con- 
cussion of brain," " explosion of steam boiler." 

Drowning, — »Most of those who are drowned are males, nearly half 
of whom are under 15. One or two of the number annually drowned, 
would, if the circumstances were known, be found to belong under the 
head of — 

Suicide, — Of the 9 persons who committed suicide, 7 were males 
and 2 females. Since June 1st, 185^, 60 cases have been reported— 
37 males, 13 fetnales. In Massachusetts, about three times as many 
males as females commit suicide. In seven of the nine cases, the 
mode which was adopted for self-destruction, was specified ; three 
hanged themselves, one shot himself, another preferred drowning and 
two resorted to poison^ one taking morphine, the other strychnine. 

If we were to consider suicide as a " fine art," in view of the ad- 
dress, the taste sometimes displayed in its accomplishment — ^although 
we might occasionally admire the ingeniousness of a Mr. Gammon, 
in devising his spurious apoplexy — we should be compelled to admit 
that masculine attempts in general, are chiefly distinguished by their 
bungling and horrid awkwardness. With pistols and razors woman 
is not habitually familiar. Hanging is too demonstrative. Even in 
death she shrinks from the harsher way, and quietly drowns herself, 
or takes some subtle poison, some lethean draught, and glides 
smoothly down — •fadlis est descensus — avemi. 

Other causes, — Intemperance was given as the cause of 16 deaths, 
and one ascribed to freezing, was '* owing to intemperance," so that it 
may be considered as the cause of 16 deaths, the past year. This is 
exactly twice the number reported in 1868, a fact which startled us a 
little at first, and to which we were only reconciled by the economical 
discovery, that deaths from ecdposure and neglect had diminished to the 
same extent during the past year that deaths from intemperance had 
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increased ; in a word, there being eight deaths from intemperance in 

1858, there were nine deaths from exposure and neglect, while in 

1859, 16 deaths having occurred from intemperance, not a death took 
place from " exposure and n^lect." As a statist, we are compelled to 
give the fects r^^dless how they may affect questions of morals or 
doctrine. We may be permitted to observe, however, that the term 
intemperance is quite unsatisfactory ; it is meaningless pathologically, 
and is altogether too vague to have much moral significance. Deaths 
from delirium tremens have never been classed with those from intem- 
perance ; and how many deaths from dropsy, apoplexy, indeed from 
all diseases, are to be attributed, morally, to imrestrained appetite and 
passion, it would be difficult to determine. 

** The Gods are just, and of oar pleasant yioes 
Make instruments to 8cx>arge ns !" 

BumM. — Of the 13 deaths from bums eight were under five years 
of age. Judging from the Massachusetts reports females are somewhat 
more liable to suffer frt)m this class of accidents than males. Under 
five, however, the proportion of males is considerably the largest. 

I Of the four deaths from poison three occurred in the city of Provi- 
dence, the causes of which were reported thus ; " over dose of lauda- 
num," subject an infimt; **by iodine,'* "by eating stramonium 
leaves." 

One death was returned from each of the following causes; " ampu- 
tation of leg," ** exhaustion," "apnoe^," "murder," 

12 
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N 1, The town clerks of tbe HCYeral towns, or in lieu thereof, any person 
%tom t!ie board of aldenuen of any cityj or the town conncil of any town iaaj» upon the 
irritten reoomincndatiaa of an antborized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, 
appoint for tbat ptirpoae, are hereby authorised and required to obtain, chronologieally 
l^ord aod LndeXj as required by the forma prescribed by the third section of this chap> 
tor, all information concern! j»g birthe, marriagea and deaths occurring among the in- 
Mbitants of their reapective tcwna ; and on or before the first Monday in ^larob, annually, 
to make duly certified retnma thereof to the secretary of state^ lor each year, ending on 
til© thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same with a list of those iudiTiduals 
requii^d by law to make returns to them, who have neglected the @ame, and with aueh 
jfemarks i-elatmg to the object of the law as they may deem impoitaut to communicate. 

Sbo* 2. It fihaU be the daty of the secretary of state to receive the returuB mode m 
pursuance of the preceding section^ and annually, with such asaiatniice as shall be ren- 
der<^ by any authorized committee of the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make and 
pubUah, not esceeding one thousand copies, a general abstract and report thereof, in 
Ibrm AA preaoribed by section third of this chapter. He shall also cause said return g to 
be arranged, fall alphabetical indexea of all the names to be made, the whole to be bound 
in convenient aized volumea, and carefully preserved in bis office, for which be shall 
i?«ceive the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sec, 3, The bh^nlc fi>rma required to caary out the provisiona of this chapter shall^ on 
application, be furnished by the secretary of state to clergymen, phyaiciane, uiidertakcra, 
town clerks J clerks of the Society of Friends, and other peraons requiring tbera, sub- 
gtantially after the foU owing forms, vU : The record of a birth shall state the date and 
place of births name and sei; of chUd, whether li'ping or stiU born, the nam o and surname, 
color, occapation, residence and birth place of the parents, and the time of recording, go 
fcr aa the same can be ascertained. The record of a marriage shall state the dote of the 
nutn^age, place, name, residence, and official i^tation of the pereon by whom married, 
names and anrnames of the parties, age, color, oocupation and residence of each, coudi^ 
tion (whether single or widowed.) what marriage, if second, tliLrd or other marriage, the 
occupation, birth place and name of their parents, and the time of recorditig so far as the 
name can be asoertaiued. The record of deaiht shall state the date of death, name and 
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Burnamd of tleccaaed, the bcx, color ttud condition, (single or married,) age, occnpfitioiif 
place of death, place of birth, nanies and birth placid of parentB, disease or cauae of death, 
and the time of recording, so far as can bo asocrtalned. 

Of Maftiagtt ' 

BW3. 4, Every Society of Frieuds, clergymeD, and all others, authorized to join per- 
9Qna in marrmge, shall iimke n fiiithful record of every such rite performed by them, in 
mianner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or before the second Motiday of every 
month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the tovu m which auch rite sliall have 
been performed ; aad no marriage shall besolemniaied, until the parties shall b»ve signed 
und delivered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, 
a certificate coutaiuitig the information required for the record of a marriage, aa pre- 
Bcribed in the third seotiou of this chapter* 

Of BiriU. ' 

Sec, 5* It shall be the duty of the clerk of each of the towns^ annually, m tbe tnonth 
of JaimaTy, to collect tbe facta requir&l by section third of this chapter, iu relation to 
all children born in the town during the year eudiug the thirty-first day of Becember 
next preceding, and for each full report of a birth bo ob tamed, the clerk shall receive 
ten cents, to be paid by the town i& which the birth is recorded. 

Of Deaths. 

Sec, 6. Wbenever any peraon shall die in the state, it shall be the duty of the pbyei^ 
cian attending in bis or her last sickneftSj within forty-cight hours after the death,, to 
leave with the ^oxily, if any, or persons having care of deceased^ or to give to the un- 
dertaker or person who coudacta tbe funeral, a certificate stating tbe name of the de- 
ceased, the date of the death, and the disease or cause of death. 

Of Undertak&rg. 

Seo. 7- There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town a stifficient 
number of peraons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure of theauthoritica. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the undertaker, or of the person who conducts a funer- 
al, or who buri^, or deposits in a tomb, the body of any deceased person, to obtain the 
fectg required by section third of this chapter, in relation to deaths, concerning such 
deceased person, together with tbe physician's certificate of the cause of death, if a physi- 
cian was m attendance, and on or before tbe second Monday of the next succeeding 
mouth to make a return of the facta obtained, logotheo- with the physician's oertificatej 
to tbe clerk of the town in which the death occurred* 

Bec. 9, Any town may enact municipal laws, more effectually to attain the objects 
herein contemplated : Provided, they do not conflict with the main and spocifio object of 
this act, via : to secure the mcffit perJeot registration. 

Of Fees. 

Skc. 10. The town clerk or person recommended and appointed as aforesaidj aball 
receive fiir each record of a birth or death, made and returned as required by law, ten 
cents J and for each record of a marriage, made and returned as required by law, twenty 
cents ; to be paid to tl^em out of their respective town treasuries : Frovided, That the 
yearly compensation to be paid out of tbe town treasuiy as aforesaid, to any one town 
clerk or person appointed as aforesaid who shall fiiithfully perform the datles prpscribed 
by this chapter, shall not be less than &v© dollars. Undertakers and othors making re- 
turns of deaths as required in seeticn eight of this chapter, shall receive for each fall 
report of a death made to the town clerk, five cents in tbe cities of Providence or New- 
port, and ten cents in the other towns of the state. 

Sec. 11. If any clergyman, physician, undortakor, town clerk, clerk of any meeting 
of the Society of Friends, or other person shall willMly neglect or refuse to perform any 
of the duties imposed on, or required of himj by this chapter, be shall, at the discretion 
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of the court or Justiioe trjing the cause, on conyiction thereof, be fined not exceeding 
twenty dollars, for each offence, one-half thereof to the use of the town in which the 
offence shall occur, the other half to the person who shall complain of the same, 

Seo. 12. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, physi- 
cian, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the Society of Friends, neglects to make the returns 
specified in this chapter, each one shall cause his name and residence to be recorded in 
the clerk's office of the town where he resides. 

Seo. 18. No letters of administration or letters testamentary, shall be granted by any 
court of probate upon the effects or estate of any person until the death of such person, 
or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as may be, 
to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly registered according to the pro- 
visions of th|0 chapter. 

Seo. 14. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the town clerk, 
or person appointed as aforesaid, as containing a full copy of the record of any marriage, 
birth or death, shall hereafter be admitted in any court in this state, as prima facie proof 
of any marriage, birth or death. 

Seo. 16. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall be distingaished firom 
those of reddents, in the returns, by being arranged separately. 

Seo. 16. The secretary of state, may from time to time, vary the forms of returns, and 
require such additional information as he may consider necessary to effect the object of 
this chapter. 

Seo. 17. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annually, to be drawn for by the 
secretary of state, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to defray the expense in- 
cident to examining, collecting and arranging the registration returns, making the 
necessary tables and drawing up the report required by the second section of this 
chapter. 



BIRTHS IN NOKTH KINGSTOWN. 

While it is desirable that the returns should be complete — embracing all the fecte of 
registration within the several towns which they represent — it is imperative that they 
should be forwarded to the Secretary of State's office, by the town clerks, sufficiently 
early for the purposes of tabulation. 

North Kingstown is the only town which failed to send in all its returns in season to 
be imbodied in our tabular abstracts. After writing to the individual at that time town 
clerk, we succeeded in obtainiDg returns of the marriages and deaths, but the births 
we were only able to obtain after further effort, too late to make use of in our report. 
The following is a statement of the 

1^ BiBTHs IN North Kingstown. 1859. — ^Whole number, 54. Sex — Males, 26; females, 
26; not stated, 2. Months — January, 7; February, 6; March, 7; April, 4; May, 4; 
July, 1; August, 6; September, 4; October, 8; November, 2; December, 4; Not sta- 
ted, 1. No. OP Child— 1st, 10; 2d, 11; 8d, 11; 4th, 5; 5th, 4; 6th, 2; 7th, 2; 8th, 
1; 10th, 1; not stated, 7. 

Pasbntage. — ^American, 28; English, 1; Canadian, 1; Am. &. B. Am. mo., 2; Am. 
&. not stated mo., 8; Am. mo. not stated &., 2; both parents " not stated," 12. 

CoLOB.—White, 52; black, 2. 
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POPULATION. CrarausES of 1860-60. 



The censas of 1860 as here glTen is not official, 
mates the actaal population of the State. 



It howeyer probably closely approxi- 



TOWNS AMD DIYISIOIIS 07 THE StATK. ! 



Barrington . 

Bristol 

Warren 



Bristol County. 



Coventry 

East Greenwich . 
West Greenwich. 
Warwick 



Kent County 



Fall River 

Jamestown .... 
Little Comptou. 
Middletown. . . . 

Newport 

New Shoreham. 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 



Newport County. 



Burrillville. ..... 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

Foster 

Glocester 

Johnston 

North Providenoe. 

Scituate 

Smithfield 



Towns Peov. County 



Pbovidence City , 



Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown. 
South Kingstown. 

Richmond 

Westerly 



Washington County . 
Whole State 



1860. 



796 
4,016 
8,103 



8,614 

3,620 
2,358 
1,360 
7,740 



16,068 



368 
1,462 

830 
9,663 
1,262 
1,833 
4,699 



20,007 

3,638 
4,311 
6,661 
1,932 
2,872 
2,937 
7,680 
4,682 
11,600 



46,013 

41,613 

994 
1,634 
2,477 
2,971 
8,807 
1,784 
2,763 



16,480 
147,645 



1860. 



1,000 
6,271 
2,636 



8,907 

4,228 
2,884 
1,268 
8,921 



17,296 

3,877 
400 
1,804 
1,014 
10,617 
1.820 
2,050 
1,924 



21,906 

4,140 
7,616 
8,388 
1,935 
2,428 
3,440 

11,820 
4,258 

18,289 



67,164 

50,669 

981 
1,742 
2,738 
8,106 
4,678 
1,968 
8,469 



18,682 
174,624 



*Set off in 1866. Population included m that of Tiverton. 
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